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SpeechEasy Battle Has Ended.

Andrew M. Stuart, Ph.D. and Joseph S. Kalinowski, Ph.D., who both teach in East Carolina Universities Department of Communications Science and Disorders (http://www.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/csd), developed a device that aids in the reduction of stuttering. The device, named the “SpeechEasy” (http://www.speecheasy.com), was developed according to Stuart, “over 12 years of inventing and promoting by the professors to help people overcome the stigma of stuttering.” It is worn like a hearing aid and helps most with the affliction to stop stuttering. The device was patented by the two researchers along with Michael Rastatter, Ph.D., former chair of ECU’s Department of Communications Sciences and Disorders. In accordance with ECU policy, the patent was assigned to the University, who then granted a license to Janus Development Group, Inc. (http://www.janusdevelopment.com/), which began to promote and sell the device. The SpeechEasy has received much publicity and has been featured on several news segments as well as on “Oprah,” and in 2008 sales topped $7 million. Over the weekend, Stuart and Kalinowski reached an agreement with Janus, receiving an undisclosed financial settlement and to keep the copyrights on their written training material. The pair will also receive future compensation for the use of the device by Janus.  

