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Introduction:  

This election will be very difficult for you to win. With enough work, it is possible, but unlikely that you 

will come out the winner of this election. The national mood right now is definitely working against you 

as you happen to be on the side that most voters are unhappy with at this time. This election year, many 

people want the incumbents out of office. This is one way in which you can win this election. In order to 

win, you will need to prove to voters that incumbent Paul Stam has not done a good job for district 37 

and that change is needed. You will also need to convince all of the swing voters to vote for you. In order 

to win, you are even going to need to switch soft republican voters to the democratic side by making a 

statement that we must vote against the incumbent. One good thing that you have going over Paul Stam 

that may be helpful in this election is that you are a small business owner and longtime local resident 

with children who have been in the Wake County Public school system. You have been unemployed in 

the past and now are working to keep up with your small business. You need to portray yourself in this 

light in order to get ordinary citizens to relate to you and further more vote for you. Paul Stam has been 

an attorney and comes from a different background. The voters are looking for someone that they can 

relate to.  

 

Political Context: 

Your opponent, Paul Stam, has won this election several times since he was first elected in 1986. People 

in this district continually have voted a republican for this office in the recent past. This effects this 

year’s election because it is likely that the same people in this district will continue to vote in Stam. 

Although incumbents are not favored in this election, history shows that Stam has build strong financial 

and voter support in this district and therefore has a large advantage. One major problem you will have 

in getting enough voters out to vote for you is that Paul Stam has huge name recognition because of his 

incumbency and his experience in House District 37.  

On a local and national level, people are worried about jobs and the economy. Although Stam has a 

large advantage based on his support and experience, voters might warm up to a candidate who is a 

small business owner and relates to the average voter. Although this may be true, voters are also so 

worried that they might feel it the safer decision to stick to the candidate that has already been in this 

position and knows the district and the issues it faces.  

This year voters nationally are not happy with the current administration. The Rasmussen Reports daily 

Presidential Tracking Poll shows that 26% of the nation's voters strongly approve of the way that Barack 

Obama is performing his role as president. Forty-four percent (44%) strongly disapprove, giving Obama a 

Presidential Approval Index rating of -18. Because of this disapproval, most voters are voting against the 



Democratic Party. There are two major ways that voters are trying to change things this election year. 

Number one, they are voting out incumbents. Number two they are voting against democrats. This 

works for and against a democrat who is not an incumbent. For one, you have a chance because you 

have not been holding the office so voters are not upset with your decisions, but you are a democrat 

and identify with the same party as the current president which voters are upset with. Republicans are 

expected to take over the House and possibly the Senate also, which puts any democratic candidate at 

high risk of losing their race, especially one who has never held a political office before.  

Demographic Information: 

District 37 Demographics:  

Female>Male: There are 36301 registered female voters and 23125 male voters. This statistic may help 

you get votes because there are a larger number of registered women voters in your district. In order to 

help you win, you will need to find a platform that targets women voters.  

White>Black: There are 55728 White registered voters and 8979 Black registered voters in District 37. 

This is a predominantly White district. It is still important to note, though, that if you can find out what 

issues are important especially to Black voters in this district and can get the majority of their vote that 

will give you a large boost in the number of votes you receive. Although there are thousands more 

White voters, targeting issues that Black voters are concerned with could give you up to 8000 more 

votes which is huge. It is still important to remember that this is a mostly White district.  

Republican>Democrat: District 37 has 23529 registered Democrats, 25972 registered Republicans, and 

19312 unaffiliated voters. This is obviously not a good statistic because it shows an advantage for the 

Republican candidate just based off of registration numbers. The good news is that there are a large 

number of voters who are registered as unaffiliated and therefore technically could be considered to 

vote either way. This statistic is not a good sign for the victory of your campaign.  

SKIP OTHER DEMPGRAPHIC INFO FOR LATER 

Candidate and Opposition Research: Debra McHenry 

Finances: 

  According to the campaign finance reports found on the Wake Gov/elections web page, your 2007 Year 

End Semi Annual Report was not received by the deadline of Jan. 25, 2008 and was considered late. Two 

penalties were reported, one for the 2006 Year End Semi-Annual  Report which was WAIVED and then 

one for the 2007 Mid Year Semi-Annual Report in which a penalty of $500 dollars was owed. It shows 

that during the time of those late penalties a women by the name of Julie Clark was treasurer, and then 

the position was taken over by you, Debra McHenry. This might look suspicious that you did not have a 

responsible person to take care of your reports and then you took over without assigning the position to 

someone else. Your opponent could use this against you by saying that you cannot handle your own 



money much less anyone else’s. This could be seen as signs of disorganization and irresponsibility. Be 

ready to address these attacks may they come up.  

 

 

Personal History (Professional and family) : Professional background- a former state education 
department aide who managed federal grants to schools with homeless children, also ran a 
charter school. PTA, Garner Educational Foundation, Elder at 1st Presbyterian Church of Garner, 
National Association For the Education of Homeless Children & Youth, Democratic Party, 
Democratic Women, Greater Garner Advocates Governor appointed: Interagency Coordinating 
Council For Homeless Programs & Interagency Coordinating Council For Prevention/ Early 
Intervention Programs. 25 year Garner resident. Owns a small Paint Contracting Company and 
has had various work experiences over the course of her long career. 

Political History: No previous political history. 

Campaign Style: Your website portrays an everyday small business owner with a passion to 
help your community. The things that it lacks are actual details on what you would be doing if 
elected or any in depth real specific information on tangible things you will change or maintain 
as a winner of this race. It is a little mushy and seems like it would appeal mostly to women or 
people who are just against Paul Stam. It does not make a clear statement on exactly what your 
plans would be in office. If briefly talks about the issues that concern you but not in enough 
detail. In comparison to Paul Stam’s web page it is not adequate. Your Facebook page is much 
more personal and shows much personality which may be good for some voters to see. On the 
down side, there are only 175 people who are attached to the page, meaning the messages 
that are sent out only reach a very small number of facebook users. With all of the time and 
effort that it looks like has gone into the postings on the Facebook page, much more time 
should be spent on attracting more democratic and swing voters to this page. The messages are 
meaningless if they are not reaching anyone. Also, it seems that some of the posts show a big 
weakness in the campaign regarding volunteer support. Many posts seem to be begging for 
help at the polls and for canvassing. This seems to be very unprofessional to be begging for 
peoples help running your campaign. The facebook page should be meant more for actually 
campaigning not asking others to help you campaign. It comes off as very needy to the voters. 
People want to know what you can do for them, not what they can do for you.   

This campaign is very grassroots oriented and focuses around issues such as education. The 
webpage comes off as family friendly and has a community oriented feel. In comparison to Paul 
Stams, it has much less information and shows that you have much less experience.  

 

 



Opponent Paul Stam Opposition Research: 

Political History: 

 N.C. House of Representatives 1989-90 and 2003-08. Paul Stam is currently the incumbant of 
the office in which you are pursuing.  

 Co-Chair, Committee on Election Law  

 Co-Chair, Criminal Justice Subcommittee of House Select Committee on Domestic 

Violence  

 Member of Appropriations, Judiciary and Children, Family and Youth, Legislative 

Research Commission, Mental Health Oversight and Dorothea Dix Property Study  

 Joint Select Committee on Economic Growth, Commerce, Federal Relations and Trade 

IssuesChairman, N.C. Juvenile Law Study Commission, 1989-1992. (Appointed by Gov. 

James Martin)  

 Co-Chairman, Bill Cobey for Congress, 1984 and 1986 and Bill Cobey for Governer, 

2004.  

 Public Member, N.C. House Select Committee on Non-Profits, 1995-1996. 

 North Carolina Chief Justice's Study Commission on Criminal Justice, 2006. 

 Wake County Storm Water Task Force, 2006-2007 

 

Voting Record: 

Paul Stam has recently voted no on the following- 

08/06/2009 Expanding Production Company Tax Credit  

07/10/2010 Keep North Carolina Competitive Act  

06/30/2010 Operations and Capital Improvement Appropriations 

05/26/2010 School Change Models  

08/10/2009 Local Transportation Reforms 

04/22/2009 State Health Plan Changes and Appropriations  

04/21/2009 Public Financing for Municipal Campaigns  

Paul Stam has recently voted yes on the following: 

 

08/10/2009 Modifying Appropriations Act  

06/29/2009 Continuing Budget Authority  

08/06/2009 Beach Plan Changes  

07/18/2008 Water Management During Droughts  

07/15/2008 Tractor Trailer Length 

07/06/2010 Lobbying Restrictions  

07/10/2010 Collecting DNA Sample Upon Arrest  

http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=27349&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=31415&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=31308&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=30543&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=27355&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=25234&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=27042&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=27359&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=26628&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=27277&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=21127&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=21040&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=31425&can_id=41366
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=31430&can_id=41366


 

Personal History: 

Background Information  

Gender: Male 

Family: Wife: Dottie 

2 Children: Nathan, Jana 
Birth Date: 09/05/1950 

Birthplace: Princeton, NJ 

Home City: Apex, NC 

Religion: Christian (Baptist 

Family: Married to Dorothy Mills in 1973. Dottie is the Minister of Music of Apex Baptist Church. She 
is the daughter of William and Dot Mills of Apex. Children are Nathan and Jana. Nathan is a graduate 
of NC State and Southeastern Seminary and is Minister of Children at Apex Baptist Church. He and 
wife Kristi live in Apex with their three sons, Aidan, Gavin and Tobin. Jana is a graduate of UNC-
Chapel Hill. She and husband Jimmy Estes live in Apex with their sons William and Daniel. Jimmy is 
Parts Manager at Leith Auto.  
 
Recreation: Tennis/Swimming/Soccer -- retired from the "Callipygians" of CASL 40+ Division. 
Previous Teams: Animals, Deceptively Slow, Young Turks, UNC-CH Graduate Club, High School 
Varsity (All County Fullback 1966) 

 

Campaign Style: 

Paul Stam has a very professional campaign style. It is evident that he is working with a 

much larger sum of money than your campaign is working with. His website is extremely 

well put together and includes much information on not only him personally but his political 

background and stance on issues. Stam’s website includes sections for Bio, Platform, The 

37
th

 District, Pictures, Audio, Video, Articles, Donate, Contact, and Links. The facebook site 

for Stam has a much larger number of followers than your page. There is almost 2,000 

friends of the page and there is lots of activity by the users. Pictures have been posted and the 

page seems to be very active and effective. Paul is less personal and more professional in his 

campaign style. His facebook and web page are both much more specific than yours. This 

might make people find him to be more serious and experienced.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Segment Analysis: 

Based on previous voting statistics, these numbers were calculated for your race. 

Turnout: 48% 

Votes needed to win:18,297 

Base Republican votes:50% 

Base Democratic votes:37% 

Swing Votes: 13% 

 

The numbers above do not look promising for the victory of your campaign. With the base 

republican vote being 50% it does not give you a good chance of winning. You would have to get all of 

the swing voters and you would still have a hard time winning. These numbers are against you. The only 

hope for these numbers changing for this particular race is that people will be so against re-electing any 

incumbent that you can take some of the republican votes and all of the swing votes. According to these 

projected numbers, a victory for you in this race is very unlikely.  

 

Hot Precincts: 0300,0604,0606,2001 (You have the best chance of winning in these precincts)  

Medium Precincts: 1208, 2006A, 2006B 

Cool Precincts: 607, 1201, 1202, 1204, 1205, 1206, 1207, 1209, 1501, 1502, 1503, 2008 

 

 

 


