
Don’t miss this
Grammy winner Robert Cray
to perform at Verizon
MANKATO — Grammy Award-win-
ning blues artist Robert Cray is per-
forming 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the

Banquet Hall at the
Verizon Wireless Center
in Mankato. 

Cray has released
about 20 albums, has
opened for such artists
as Eric Clapton and
played beside John Lee
Hooker on his albums

“Boom Boom” and “The Healer.”
Tickets are $35 and can be pur-

chased at the Verizon Wireless
Center Ticket Office and all
Ticketmaster locations. Charge by
phone at 1-800-745-3000, or online at
ticketmaster.com

Help Us
Send us your favorite
Mother’s Day memories

Moms are pretty awesome, aren’t
they? They do so much for us.

At Mankato Magazine, we decided
one day in May just wasn’t enough
to celebrate moms. They should get
the whole
month, which is
why our May
issue celebrates
motherhood.

As one of our
features, we’d
like to run
essays that
answer the question: What is the
nicest thing your mom ever did for
you? We will run as many as we can
in Mankato Magazine, and others
will be featured in a Mother’s Day
section May 3 in The Free Press.

Essays must be 250 words or less
or will be edited down. Deadline is
April 8. 

E-mail is preferred to
adyslin@mankatofreepress.com, but
if you do not have access to e-mail,
mail your essay to Amanda Dyslin,
418 S. Second St., Mankato, MN
56001. 

Call 344-6388 for more informa-
tion.

Pop culture Q&A
QQuueessttiioonn:: Is “Royal Pains” coming

back??? If so, When??? I love that
show and was so surprised when
they announced there were only two
episodes left.
They intimated
it would be back
in the summer,
but when???

AAnnsswweerr:: At
this point, USA
Network is just
saying that “Royal Pains” will return
in the summer, starting an 18-
episode third season. You were not
alone in being thrown by a promo
with a big graphic saying “only two
episodes left.” OK, so the voiceover
added “this season” to the episodes-
left declaration. USA obviously want-
ed you to feel some urgency.
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Grammy-winning cellist
Kee Kim to perform in Mankato

LIVE MUSIC
by Duke Zecco

Guitar (50’s, 60’s & 70’s music)

Friday, March 18 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

From Mankato: 
Hwy 14E to Smith’s Mill, 

right on Cty. Rd. 37 for 5 miles
on blacktop

Janesville
507-234-6222

www.indianislandwinery.com

Open for the Season

March & April Hours: Fri & Sat 12 - 9 pm
Kitchen Open: Fri 4:30 - 8:30 pm, Sat 12:00 - 8:30 pm

Menu Features Elk and Buffalo Burgers,
Wild Rice Chicken Soup & Corn Bread and more!

Live Music every Friday Night!

Book your event in our
Private Party Room

Come try our new
2010 Vintages!

THE SIDEBAR

— Free Press Staff and news services

By Jessica Hanevik
Special to The Free Press

MANKATO — From a slaughterhouse in
Texas to a creative writing classroom at
Syracuse University, you don’t get much
further apart than that. 

But such is the path award-winning
writer and creative writing professor
George Saunders has traversed, with his
next destination being Minnesota State
University for the Good Thunder Reading
Series today.

Saunders has an eclectic history, to say
the least, from working as an engineer in
Indonesia, to being a doorman in
Chicago, to working in the aforemen-
tioned slaughterhouse in Texas.
Currently, during the fall semesters, he
teaches creative writing at Syracuse in
New York.  

Writing and teaching go hand in hand
for Saunders, he said. He enjoys both
equally and is excited for each incoming
class of students.

“It’s a privilege and a pleasure teach-
ing such talented people,” Saunders
said.

Yet, he still makes time to work on his
fiction and creative nonfiction stories.
Saunders has written three collections of
short stories, including “Pastoralia,”
“CivilWarLand in Bad Decline” and “In
Persuasion Nation.”

Saunders says he doesn’t favor any of
his books over the others.

“I like them all OK, but feel like my
best work is ahead of me,” he said.

These days Saunders’ story ideas
come more from the daily interest of a
subject rather than pure inspiration.
Even so, he still looks to his favorite
author, Nikolai Gogol, an early 19th-cen-

tury Russian writer, as a role model.
“In him I see a really wonderful com-

bination of humor and detailed reality
that I aspire to,” he said.

Saunders is working on a new book of
short stories which he said is getting
close to being done. He won’t know
what the new book will be about until
he starts editing.

“You move a book more toward its real
self by the process of revision,” he said.
“My experience is that this process is a
deeper one if you don’t impose your will
on the book but rather let it talk to you.”

Obviously, from his past exploits,
writing wasn’t always the career path
that Saunders had in mind. He received
his bachelor’s degree in geophysical
engineering in Golden, Colo., in 1981.
While working in Sumatra, Indonesia,
he discovered how much he enjoyed
reading and traveling.

“I had started thinking of myself as a
writer and putting all of my eggs in that
basket, dream wise, so to speak,” said
Saunders.

After sending stories to different mag-
azines in hopes of getting published,
Saunders received his big break when
The New Yorker accepted a piece of his
work in 1992. Everything started to fall
into place after that.

“I got an agent, which made subse-
quent submissions a little quicker and
less painful,” he said.

Starting a family was helpful to
Saunders in his journey in terms of
working through unanswered questions
and discovering what really matters to
him.

“I actually found that having a family
was the key to my life,” he said. “After
that, everything made sense.”

Saunders’ future looks about the same
as the present, he said. He plans to con-
tinue teaching and writing while also
preparing to get older.

“(I will) try to cope with becoming
slower, more stooped, more bald and
more hard-of-hearing,” he said.

Saunders just has one thing to say to
his readers.

“It annoys me when you, my reader,
only buy one copy of each book. Please,
in the future, buy at least 1,000 of each
book. This would be good. For me.
Maybe not so good for you, but we are
talking about me right now. If you don’t
have the cash, then don’t worry: just put
it on a card. Maybe put it on your dad’s
card.”

If You Go
WWhhaatt
The Good Thunder Reading Series
featuring George Saunders
WWhheenn
Today
Q&A: 10 a.m., Centennial Student
Union Room 238
Talk on craft: 3 p.m., CSU Ostrander
Auditorium
Reading with fiction writer and MSU
student Amanda Schumacher: 7:30
p.m., CSU 253
AAddmmiissssiioonn
Free
For more information, call 389-1354
or visit www.english2.mnsu.edu/gt/.

A meandering

PATH
Writer George Saunders

tried a few different
careers before writing

George Saunders
is a creative
writing professor
at Syracuse
University in
New York
Submitted photos

Saunders’ short story collection “Pastoralia” was
published in 1999.

“CivilWarLand in Bad Decline” came out in 1996.

“In Persuasion Nation” was published in 2006.

By Betsy Sharkey
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Although it
may be true that “Mars Needs
Moms,” the red planet needs
emotion more. Or is it more emo-
tion? Either way, the result is the
same. Instead of breathing life
into cartoonist Berkeley
Breathed’s cheeky kids morality
tale, the movie — with all its 3-D
motion capture animation flash

— flatlines.
Live versus lifelike continues

to be problematic for this particu-
lar technique. Despite refine-
ments in the years since filmmak-
er Robert Zemeckis — a produc-
er on “Mars” — pushed it into
the long-form, storytelling arena
in 2004 with “The Polar
Express,” its characters still carry
the Stepford look.

Director Simon Wells has had
his struggles on the emotional
front. The filmmaker, the great
grandson of H.G. Wells, inherited
the name but little of the original-
ity of his ancestor. Instead, his
work tends toward the middle
ground, beginning with 1991’s
“An American Tail: Fievel Goes
West.” There are usually splashy
visuals such as the lush palette of

‘Mars Needs Moms’ lacks emotion
Film Review

‘Mars Needs
Moms’

IInndduussttrryy  rraattiinngg
PG for sci-fi
action and peril
RRuunnnniinngg  ttiimmee
1 hour 28 minutes
RRaatteedd
C+
LLooccaall  tthheeaatteerr  iinnffoo
Movies 8 hotline
phone number:
(800) 326-3264
(theater express
code 1221).
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The character Ki, voiced by Elisabeth Harnois, gives a
thumbs up in "Mars Needs Moms."


