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                                       Jay Hoffman to Speak at Science and Technology Week 

NORMAL, Illinois—April 8, 2010— Illinois State University’s Science and Technology Week , April 12-15, 

will close with a bang on Thursday, Apr. 15 when Illinois State Representative  Jay Hoffman will present 

on "Hope from the Heartland: Jobs, Clean Air, Energy Security” in Normal. Preceding events throughout 

the week celebrate advancements in the field of science and technology, as well as the hardworking, 

dedicated students and professionals who make those advancements possible. All events are free and 

open to all. No registration is needed. 

Hoffman, and Illinois State Alumnus, will bring his unique perspective of more than 20 years 

working in the Illinois legislature in a presentation Thursday, April 15, at 7:30 p.m. in the Bone Student 

Center Old Main Room. He plans to examine how the Midwest can play a role in the green revolution 

and will address Illinois’ unique position to become a nation leader in the creation of green jobs.   

“Over the last decade, ‘green-collar’ jobs have increased by 9.1 percent, compared with only 3.7 

percent growth in traditional industry sectors. According to a recent Pew Charitable Trusts report, 

68,203 businesses have already provided more than 770,000 jobs for American workers in the clean-

energy economy, despite the absence of a comprehensive, long-term plan for creating jobs in the green 
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industry,” Hoffman said. “These are numbers that we cannot ignore. With record unemployment levels 

across the Midwest, we must do everything in our power to create and attract these jobs to our region.  

Hoffman is a Democratic member of the Illinois House of Representatives, representing the 

112th District since 1991. Before serving as an Illinois State Representative, Hoffman had a career as an 

Assistant State’s Attorney in St. Clair County, Illinois and was later appointed the Director of Probation 

and Court Services for the 20th Judicial Circuit Court. 

Throughout his career, Hoffman has been awarded the Southwestern Illinois Development 

Authority’s Outstanding Individual of the Year, St. Louis Children’s Hospital State Advocate of the Year 

Award, and Cardinal Glennon’s 2007 Crystal Wagon Award for contributing to the health and welfare of 

children. 

Along with the success of his first book, “Hope from the Heartland,” Hoffman hopes to send the 

message to college students about the importance of student education on sustainability.  

 “We have a responsibility to educate and train our students for the jobs of tomorrow, not the 

jobs of yesterday,” Hoffman said. “Community colleges across Illinois have already taken great strides in 

implementing green energy training through the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network, but 

we must continue to insist that students receive the latest and greatest training in energy technologies 

so that they can compete for the best jobs after graduation. I’m hopeful that the proceeds from my 

book will help further this objective.” 

For additional information visit 

www.cast.illinoisstate.edu/events/2010ScienceandTechnologyWeek.shtml  
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