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SunChips® --The Earth Eats the Bag 

NORMAL, Illinois—September 20, 2010— Frito-Lay’s SunChips® snacks brand has introduced a new 

100% compostable packaging for its Original Flavor SunChips.®  Made with the plant-based polylactic 

acid (PLA), these new bags are designed to naturally break down in about 14 weeks when placed in a 

hot, active compost bin or pile.   

PLA stands for polylactic acid, or polylactide, a versatile polymer made from plants. PLA is made 

with plants that grow annually instead of petroleum (which takes millions of years to form).  The plant-

based materials used to make the compostable bags have a noticeably different sound than the original 

bags, which were constructed of multiple layers of polyolefin materials, which are derived from 

petroleum by-products. 

Frito-Lay hopes to reduce its environmental impact by taking small steps towards environmental 

sustainability.  Along with other projects, the company looks forward to providing long-term benefits to 

consumers and the environment.   

“There’s enormous opportunity to reduce our use of non-renewable resources by using plant-

based materials,” says Tony Knoerzer, Frito-Lay’s Director of Sustainable Packaging. 
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The compostable bags were at full distribution in North America in time for the 40th anniversary 

of Earth Day on April 22, this year. 

“When the SunChips brand first started its sustainability journey, we discovered there are so 

many innovative ideas out there, which can have a positive impact on the planet. While we’re very 

proud of the steps we’ve taken, we believe that mobilizing people to take their own steps can create big 

change,” said Gannon Jones, vice president, portfolio marketing, Frito-Lay North America.   

Although the company’s “go green” efforts are effective, the new packaging may soon affect the 

consumer experience. The bags produce a loud, unpleasant crunching sound when opened or moved. 

The nosier bag may be a turnoff to customers. However, SunChips dreams of a world with less waste, 

noise or not. 

 Along with the compostable bags, SunChips has launched a national campaign educating 

Americans about composting. Links on the company’s website direct viewers to “Composting 101,” 

which aims to increase consumer awareness about composting at home. 
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