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Debate sparked between the university administration and faculty members over concerns 

regarding IUP budget issues and appropriation cuts at Tuesday’s University Senate meeting.  

IUP Provost Gerald Intemann reviewed a plan from academic affairs to finalize its 2-year budget 

reduction. He said this was part of the university’s need to address the projected budget shortfall of at 

least $5.2 million. 

 “I’m not willing to try and sugarcoat this,” Intemann said. “This approach will create scheduling 

challenges, increase in class sizes, the cancellation of certain electives and reconsideration of non-

instructional assignments.” 

The 2010-11 budget was not the kind of budget plan he had hoped for, but he added it was what he 

and the deans consider to be the “least worse alternative.”  

He said the plan continues to protect all regular faculty lines and buys time to make long-term 

decisions.  Intemann continued by stressing the main priorities in developing this plan. These 

priorities include protecting academic quality, ensuring that instructional needs are met, protecting 

all faculties and focusing on revenue enhancements. 

“These are extraordinarily challenging times for IUP but also for all public higher education in our 

nation,” Intemann said. “We will get through this difficult period, and as an institution, we will 

converge in hopes of operating more smartly and efficiently. We will prevail as  

a viable enterprise that provides quality and accessible education to the people of the 

commonwealth.” 

Senate members responded to Intemann with questions about the effects of the plan on IUP 

academics. 

“It would be foolish for us not to assume that cuts are not going to come,” Intemann said. “We are 

going to try our very hardest to make sure that we meet the instructional needs of our students. That 

is our No. 1 priority.” 

Later in the meeting, economics professor William Radell, chair of the university budget advisory 

committee, addressed the financial issues surrounding the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic 

Complex. 

Radell referenced a study conducted by Brailsford & Dunlavey, a facility planning firm located in 

Washington, D.C., which was quite pessimistic about the economics of KCAC, using words such as 

“saturation,” “market challenges” and “accessibility challenges.”  

He added that the facility generates a negative cash flow ranging from $807,000 to $1.2 million 

annually, and “it’s projected to operate at a loss,” according to the study. 
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