
Youth Services Meeting  
At Red Cross 

Tues., 
Apr. 5, 
6:30pm 

Pet First Aid at Red Cross  Sat., 
Apr. 16, 
9am -  
1pm 

Board Meeting at Red Cross  Tues., 
Apr. 19, 
5:30 pm 

Heartland Heroes Celebration 
Brunch at Weymouth Country 
Club 

Sun., 
May 1, 
11 am - 
3 pm 

Chronicles of Courage        
Fundraising Breakfast               
at Williams on the Lake 

Fri.,  
May 20, 
8 - 9 am 

 Faith in Action: Medina County 
Caregivers has merged with the American Red 
Cross of Medina County, effective April 1, 2011. 
 
 The decision comes after several 
months of discussions between the two 
organizations in an effort to strengthen and 
build transportation services, which have been 
provided by Faith in Action for many of Medina 
County’s senior citizens.  While the two 
organizations have shared space in the same 
building on East Smith Road in Medina for the 
past year, they are now collaborating on an 
unprecedented level to provide a smooth 
transition for area residents. 
 
 “We think this merger will bring the 
best each organization has to offer in a 
successful collaboration to better serve families 
in Medina County,” said Beth Kilchenman, Red 
Cross executive director.  “The program will 
now be called Red Cross Transportation 
Services.” 
 
 Many Red Cross chapters across the 
country provide medical transportation services, 
including neighboring chapter, the American 
Red Cross of Summit and Portage Counties.  
Faith in Action has provided these services to 
local senior citizens for the past 10 years and 
has a collaborative agreement with Medina 
County Public Transit to provide medical 
transportation to out-of-county appointments 
through the Expanded Transportation Options 
(ETO) program. 
 
 The Medina County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross was started by a group of 
volunteers in 1917, during World War I.  Early 
efforts concentrated on making and gathering   
                                                                 

supplies for soldiers and boxes of clothing for 
the Belgian Relief Society.   
 
 The chapter serves all of Medina 
County.  Its mission is to help people prevent, 
prepare for and respond to emergencies.  
Approximately 500 volunteers provide all the 
chapter’s services including Disaster Services, 
Services to the Armed Forces, Health and 
Safety Services, Hospital Services, Community 
Services, International Services and Biomedical 
Services. 
 
 Faith in Action’s 300 volunteers focus 
their efforts on helping Medina County seniors 
maintain their independence in their homes by 
offering transportation services and other 
neighborly assistance. 
 
 The newly-merged Transportation 
Services program will involve previous Faith in 
Action volunteers and Red Cross volunteers.  
“We look forward to welcoming Faith in Action’s 
volunteers into Red Cross and offering the 
opportunity to our present Red Cross 
volunteers to participate as drivers for the 
program,” said Dottie Nemec, Red Cross board 
chair.  “Of course, we will continue to recruit 
new volunteers to the program since the 
demand for transportation assistance continues 
to grow.” 
 

“The ultimate goal is to provide safe, 
reliable transportation services on a no-cost 
basis to residents of Medina County who have 
no other available means to travel to and from 
life-sustaining medical appointments,” said Al 
Morrison, Faith in Action board chair and Red 
Cross board member.  “Without this service, 
many individuals in our community would be  

                                                   

unable to obtain the medical care and attention 
they need.” 

 
The elderly make use of the 

transportation service for numerous reasons.  
Many are no longer able to drive safely due to 
poor eyesight.  Others are suffering from 
medical conditions that have caused them to 
lose their driving privileges.  Many seniors no 
longer have a circle of available friends or local 
family members to whom they can turn for 
assistance.  Last year, the transportation 
service provided over 800 rides to 350 people. 
 
 Three board members from Faith in 
Action have already joined the local Red Cross 
board.  They are Deborah Lougheed, Sharon 
Centner and Morrison. 
 

Both agencies receive funding from 
United Way of Medina County, grants, 
corporate and individual donations, and special 
events. 

 
If you are interested in volunteering 

for the Transportation program, please call. 
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Adult CPR Training 
 

April 30, 8:30 am to  
5 pm 

 

Adult/Infant/Child CPR &  
First Aid  

 
April 30, 8:30 am to 5 pm 

  

Adult CPR Adult CPR   

Training Training --  4 hrs4 hrs  

Adult/Infant/Child Adult/Infant/Child 

CPR & First Aid CPR & First Aid --    

8 hrs.8 hrs.  

  

Free for volunteers.Free for volunteers.  

You only pay for your books.You only pay for your books.  
  

Valid CPR certificate is Valid CPR certificate is 

required  for DAT members required  for DAT members 

and ETO drivers.and ETO drivers.  
  

Faith in Action Joins the Red Cross 

Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events  

Bud Herrle, Transportation  
Services volunteer, prepares to 
pick up a senior care receiver. 

 

How Will the ARC-FIA Merger Affect You? 
 

If you are a FIA volunteer or care  
      receiver, you can still communicate with the       
      Red Cross Transportation Program and  
      Medina County Public Transit in the same  
      way you always have. 
 

If you are an FIA volunteer, we will be   
contacting you to complete any new or  
additional paperwork. 

 

If you have an interest in becoming a 
Transportation Program volunteer, you can 
contact Debbie Poland at 330-723-4565, 
ext. 117. 

 

All new and previous Red Cross volunteers 
are invited to attend our 94th Annual  
Meeting and Volunteer Recognition, June 
21.  More details to come. 

 

The Red Cross Transportation Program  
(formerly FIA) phone number remains:   
330-952-0342.  ETO: 330-723-9670. 



Friend of Red Cross 
Retires 

   

  After almost 12 years with the 
Red Cross, program liaison David 
Kersten has retired. 

   Kersten began his volunteer work 
in April 1999 before becoming a 
paid employee in July 2006. He 
received his 10-year pin from the 
organization last May. 

   He and his wife, Rev. Beth 
McGuire, have served on the 
Chapter’s Disaster Action Team.  

   The Red Cross of Medina County 
wishes David well in his future 
endeavors. 
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Summa Wadsworth Rittman 
Jennifer Denning of Wadsworth 
Jean Lopez of West Salem 
Heather Lynn of Wadsworth 
Tricia Madonia of Hinckley 
Amanda Mills of Akron 
Daniel Rospert of Wadsworth  
Helen Thonen of Rittman 

Welcome to New Red Cross Volunteers! 

     Spare change piling up? Next time you shop for 
groceries, consider donating your spare coins to 
the American Red Cross at a Coinstar coin count-
ing machine. Your donation will help our local 
chapter respond to disasters, help members of the 
military, provide blood to those in need, teach life-
saving skills to members of our community and 
provide medical transportation to local senior     
citizens. 
      More than 19,000 Coinstar Center ® are      

located in supermarkets, drug stores, mass merchants, convenience stores, 
financial institutions, and restaurants nationwide. Most machines are 
equipped with the donation option for the Red Cross. To locate a machine 
that can accept donations to the American Red Cross, please use the        
machine locator at www.coinstar.com. 

 

Old Schoolhouse Catering ladles it out at   
“Soup and All That Jazz,” March 8. 

Geyer Hawkins was a first-time chocolatier at the 
Red Cross Chocolate Festival, Feb. 3. 

     Over $36,000 was raised this winter at two special events, the 13th annual “For the Love of Chocolate” Festival on 
February 3 at the Medina Performing Arts Center and the eighth annual “Soup and All that Jazz” on March 8 at     
Weymouth Country Club.  Both involved the public getting a chance to taste either chocolate samples or soup       
samples.  Proceeds will provide Red Cross services to Medina County families, including Transportation Services. 

Soup and 

All That 

Office 
Vicki Boehm of Medina 
Teresa Dean of Wadsworth  
Charolette Brockwell of Akron 

Disaster Action Team 
Sean Doyle of Akron 
Heather Ekers of Wadsworth 
Kenneth Ekers of Wadsworth 
Paul Hamrick of Medina 
Patricia Marshall of Barberton 
Mario Rocco of Brunswick 
Daniel Seggio of Medina 
Linda Valentine of Wadsworth 


