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“Freedom of the Gold Coast will be a fountain of inspiration from which other African colonial territories can draw when the time comes for them to strike for their freedom. An independent Gold Coast will encourage the remaining dependent territories of Africa to continue their struggle for freedom and independence.”
 These were the words spoken by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Prime Minister of the then Gold Coast; a nation known today as Ghana. To Dr. Nkrumah, independence for his nation was of the utmost importance. He believed that if Ghana could make a success of its independence, the first of any sub-Saharan African state
, that “we shall have made an incalculable contribution towards freedom and progress throughout Africa.”
 In successfully negotiating its own independence from Britain, Ghana became the ideal image of a modern African nation. Ghana achieved this due to three main factors. Firstly, Ghana was able to boast of its very strong economy. Anchored by the successful gold and cocoa trades, of which Ghana was one of the worlds’s leading producers at the time
, the Ghanaian economy’s exporting of natural resources made the country among Africa’s wealthiest
. Secondly, Ghana featured a strong infrastructure for growth, including many new hospitals and especially schools, part of its advanced education system. Lastly, for a newly independent nation, Ghana possessed a strong, well liked government which was headed by an equally popular leader, Dr. Nkrumah. Nkrumah had been at the forefront of the Ghanaian struggle for independence for a number of years, had been imprisoned on several occasions, and held various positions within the government before becoming Prime Minister. With all of this in mind, it seemed that Ghana would be the one nation to provide an example for all others to aspire to, the nation that would bring together the many colonies of Africa in their quest for independence and freedom. 

One of the main aspects that made the Gold Coast such a profitable colony for Britain was its strong economy. The fact that it was a land well endowed with natural resources
 only made it more attractive to the British colonizers. Rich in minerals and agriculture, when Ghana gained independence from England in 1957, the economy not only appeared stable and prosperous, but Ghana was at the time the world’s leading producer of cocoa
. Whilst still under British control, revenues from the export of the colony’s natural resources financed internal improvements in both infrastructure and social services
. Immediately following Ghana’s independence in 1957, President Nkrumah’s Convention People’s Party government’s development plan aimed to strengthen the Ghanaian economy even further. Four years after taking power, Nkrumah’s government had raised the national income “from twenty million pounds to sixty-five million pounds per annum” and “expenditure from about fourteen million to fifty-two million”
 As well, Ghana had redeemed its external debts and total national assets from all sources amounted to nearly two hundred million pounds
. Clearly the new government’s ambitious plans were proving to be profitable, but that was not the end of it. Regarding unemployment, President Nkrumah claimed that his government would “build more factories, industries and agricultural estates. These projects alone will provide occupation for the whole of our unemployed community.”
 This was all a part of the CPP government’s Development Plan for Ghana, which aimed to “set up factories, produce more electricity for expanding industrial and domestic needs, increase and improve our roads, bridges and water supply.”
 Such grand economic development would seem ambitious for even the wealthiest and most well-established nations, the likes of which Ghana aspired to become. It would surprise most to learn that this was the planning of a nation among the youngest in the world, only four short years past gaining its independence. However, Nkrumah envisioned a world in which all African states could unite as one global power, and his plans for Ghana aimed to make it the engine driving that Pan-African state. He believed that “With better sanitation, better education and ever-increasing facilities for employment, our people are living better, healthier, more purposeful and more prosperous lives. The Government is doing more and more to improve these facilities as a part of the general development of the country.”
 As a new nation striving to make its mark on the world, Ghana’s rapidly industrializing economy was the powerhouse behind its ascension to a leading power in Africa. Other nations in Africa, pushing for their own independence, could look at the example that Ghana had made. With a large population, and a wealth of natural resources, the new government’s plans had thus far succeeded, and were paying dividends immediately, while also providing great optimism for the future. Four short years since the onset of independence, Ghana was proving to be a colonial success story, demonstrating to the rest of the world that profits and economic improvement were not only possible with the help of colonial masters. 

Similar to its economy, Ghana’s infrastructure was another key factor in the young nation’s development. With the plans put into motion by Kwame Nkrumah’s government, the national infrastructure would be built upon and expanded to support the vastly changing and growing nation of Ghana. This is not to say that the country’s existing infrastructure was substandard, in fact Ghana “boasted a well developed infrastructure to service trade, and enjoyed a relatively advanced education system”.
 However, in order to make the necessary and ambitious steps that the new government had planned, “Nkrumah believed that rapid modernization of industries and communications was necessary and that it could be achieved if the workforce were completely Africanized and educated”.
 Ghana already boasted of “an educational system more advanced than any other else in West Africa”
, a system in existence before the nation achieved its independence, but before long it became clear that education was at the forefront of the new government’s plan. In a speech delivered by Dr. Nkrumah four years since his election as the first President of an independent Ghana, he claimed that “the number of children attending Primary Schools has been doubled; those attending Middle Schools have increased in number by fifty per cent; nine additional Training Colleges have been opened under this Government and the out-put of students has doubled itself since 1951; eighteen new Secondary Schools have been opened since 1951 and the number of pupils attending has almost trebled. The Higher School Certificate course which, in 1951, was only provided for by Achimota, is now provided for by Mfantisipin, Adisadel, St. Augustine's and Prempeh Colleges, as well as the Kumasi College of Technology. In addition to this, those receiving technical training have increased in number from one hundred eighty in 1951 to over fourteen hundred at the beginning of 1954”
. Clearly, education for the masses was a means by which the government hoped to kick-start its newly and rapidly industrializing economy. With an educated labour force partnering job opportunities in emerging fields, Ghana would be increasingly self-sufficient. The importance placed on education was because, as Dr. Nkrumah put it, education “is the antidote to feudal despotism, ignorance and superstition.”
 Along with vast improvements in the education system, the Ghanaian government had planned for rapid improvements in the country’s health care system. In the same speech delivered four years since his election, Nkrumah makes the claim that “there are now thirteen hospitals in the twenty-six constituencies in the Northern Territories.”
 When four years ago there were only three hospitals in the same region
. Indeed Ghana’s material wealth had made such vast improvements in the country’s infrastructure possible in such a short space of time. Speaking again of the improvements his government had made to the country, Nkrumah speaks of “staggering changes in the tempo of African development. Vast new economic resources have been opened up, export incomes have soared. This whole area has been spanned with new links and communications.”
 Obviously Nkrumah believed that if infrastructural developments of this scale accompanied the burgeoning Ghanaian economy, success, and perhaps more importantly, global notoriety, would soon follow. It would indeed be impressive to see a nation, not yet ten years old make such quick and sweeping changes to both its economy and fundamental underpinnings become a leader on its continent. It was with this idea of setting an example for the rest of Africa that Ghana’s government set out on its torrid path of national expansion and improvement. 

Lastly, one of the reasons for which Ghana was viewed as the ideal image of a modern African nation was the fact that it possessed a strong governing party, headed by a popular and visionary leader, Kwame Nkrumah. Nkrumah’s was a champion of African independence from colonial powers for years, and had been on the Ghanaian political scene for quite a while. As a young man, he was educated abroad and after studying in both the United States and England, Nkrumah returned home to the Gold Coast in 1947 as the General Secretary of the United Gold Coast Convention, or UGCC. 
 In 1949, citing political differences, he broke with the UGCC and formed his own party, the Convention People’s Party, the CPP. 
 In January of 1950, he initiated a campaign of “positive action” involving nonviolent protests, strikes and noncooperation with British colonial authorities. He was arrested and sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. However, when the CPP was elected to power in 1951, Nkrumah was released. 
 He became the Prime Minister in charge of what was called an “autonomous internal government” in 1954 and in 1957 became the first head of state of Ghana.” 
 He soon became a hero to fellow Africans for “chasing the British out of the Gold Coast.”
 Even after becoming President, Nkrumah remained vehement in his quest for a unified Africa, claiming that “the independence of Ghana would be meaningless unless it was tied to the total liberation of Africa.”
 Statements such as this made Nkrumah a visionary to some Africans, whilst others believed his vision to be too ambitious and unrealistic. He did remain popular with Africans however; he was selected by BBC Africa listeners as their “Man of the Millennium” over Nelson Mandela.
 Clearly Nkrumah’s unwavering belief in African independence made him a popular figure in his home country of Ghana, as well as in the rest of the African continent. For Ghana at the onset of independence, Nkrumah was the ideal leader; he was young, energetic, well educated and had ambitious goals for his country. He knew what steps needed to be taken immediately in order to achieve long-term sustainability. For these same reasons, Kwame Nkrumah was the kind of visionary leader every African nation struggling for independence looked for within their own ranks, someone who could rise up and lead Africa into the future. 

It is easy to see then why a nation like Ghana would, upon its independence, become the ideal image of a modern African nation. Ghana’s strong economy dated well back into early colonial times, but the new Ghanaian government was aiming to go from strength to strength and expand and diversify the economy by means of rapid industrialization and mobilization of resources. This bold plan had the goal of greatly increasing employment, as well as maximizing revenues from natural resources in order to lessen the reliance on goods imported from abroad. Accompanying this economic expansion was the ambitious plan of nearly overhauling the entire Ghanaian infrastructural system. Nkrumah believed that in order to support this new, modern economy, Ghana needed a workforce that was well trained and educated in order to get the most out of the nation’s endeavours into new technologies. With a tremendous emphasis placed on schooling, millions more children received education. To address the vastly expanding population, the government realized that there would also need to be changes in the country’s healthcare system, and as such built many more hospitals and trained more doctors and nurses. These sweeping changes brought Ghana to the forefront of the world’s stage as an example of what was possible for former colonies. Leading this charge was Ghana’s first independent government, the Convention People’s Party headed by the visionary President, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah. Nkrumah’s years of battle for African independence seemed to be all the more worthwhile, as he lead Ghana, the first independent sub-Saharan African state, into a future filled with promise for Africa’s newest and brightest, the black star. 
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