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MEDIA FACT SHEET 2010

· The 41st annual Oregon Country Fair takes place Friday, July 9, through Sunday, July 11. The first Fair was held in the summer of 1969.

· The public path for the festival covers nearly 40 acres of the 395-acre Fair site.
· The OCF is organized by seven dedicated staff members, 62 volunteer crews with approximately 120 coordinators, a half-dozen teams (including the Exit Poll and Get Out the Vote teams) for a total of about 3,500 amazing volunteers. Their incredible efforts bring in about 40,000 visitors each year!

· In addition to planning the Fair, OCF is also a non-profit 501 c-3 corporation. The OCF donates about $40,000 per year, on average, to other non-profits—particularly local K-12 arts programs and arts organizations, and groups providing Basic Human Needs like food, shelter and medicine. 
· The OCF is a craft fair, with about 350 craft and food booths laid out on the wooded paths. All of the crafts are hand-made. Some of our vendors are “Grandfathered in” because they are charter members who helped the Fair to purchase the land. The Fair also keeps a number of booths for “one year only” crafters, who have gone through a competitive jury process. These artists bring a high-level of new craft to the Fair.

· The OCF features dozens of amazing performing artists on 18 stages; see the Peach Pit for a full schedule. Here’s just a sample:
· Grandmother Agnes Baker Pilgrim, elder spiritual leader for Oregon Native American community, speaks on the Front Porch, Friday at noon, and at Stage Left, Saturday at 1:10 p.m.
· Patch Adams’ spoken word performances on Sunday at Stage Left, Sunday at 12:40 p.m., and on the Front Porch, Sunday at 4 p.m.

· Great American Taxi (Honky Tonk Gonzograss) on Main Stage, Friday at 5:30 p.m.

· Girl Circus (10th anniversary at the Fair) on the WC Fields Stage, Friday at 6:30 p.m. and Saturday at 2:30 p.m.

· The Flying Karamazov Brothers on Main Stage, Saturday at 4:40 p.m.

· The Gourds (Cosmic Country Rockers) at the Hoarse Chorale, Saturday at 4 p.m., and on Main Stage, Sunday at 5:40 p.m.
· Wanderlust Circus at the Monkey Palace, Friday at 4:15 p.m., Saturday at 12:15 and 4:15 p.m., and Sunday at 4:15 p.m.  
· In addition to the stages, the paths are filled with ambient entertainers including musicians and dancers, 12-foot tall giants and troops of gnomes. Artists include the Marcus Fire Project’s didgeridoo and vocals, Chicken Little’s improv on stilts, Dr. Bonkers innovative juggling acts, and Jonny Hahn’s fast-fingered piano playing.

· The Fair is a participatory event, so get involved! There are many interactive art projects including: 

· the Percussion Station along Indian Creek,

· Silk fabric painting with Paul Otte near the Joyful Entrance, 

· the MakeArt!Space at Blue Moon Plaza where you can decorate copper shingles for the booth, 

· Andy Strickland annual sculpture that you can help paint on Strawberry Lane…

· Hand puppet making, also on Strawberry Lane, 

· Origami making with Kusra Kapular on Shady Lane at the Yew Are Here Lounge,

· and/or engage your hands and heart in the handicrafts at Altared Crafts next door to Altared Space.

· Supporting the environment and the earth are important to the OCF.  We are doing a number of things to help the environment and educate others on how to do the same:

· The Green Ticket program takes $1 from the price of every single day ticket sold and $3 from every three-day ticket sold to fund programs like Peach Power/Alternative Energy and Durables/Zero Waste that make the OCF more sustainable.  Last year, this was an optional charge to every ticket price; now, it will be applied to all ticket sales, and the funding for these projects will increase by a factor of eight or more!

· Project Bubbles is introducing stainless steel plates to several OCF food booths in addition to the stainless steel cutlery used in previous years. The Rising Moon, Sumo Sushi and Deep Sea Delights food booths will be using and reusing stainless steel cutlery and 1,200 stainless steel plates to keep disposables out of landfills. The OCF and food vendors will be working to determine if this waste-saving program can be rolled out Fair-wide in the next few years.

· Energy Park features educational programming about sustainable agriculture, ecology, renewable energy and green architecture as well as political satire, workshops, discussion panels, and music on pedal-powered Kesey Stage. Stop by for the UO Bike Program’s Pedal Power Demo on Saturday at 11:15 a.m. 

· Biodiesel continues to fuel several OCF and Lane Transit District shuttles. The shuttles are a far more energy efficient way to bring people to the site from Eugene. The Fair has figured the average “carbon footprint” from a trip between the Fair site and Eugene was about a buck – and that brings us back around to the Green Ticket offset program.

· According to a recent University of Oregon Economics Dept. study, the OCF and its three-day festival help to generate $9 million in total revenues for this region every year, making it a substantial driver of and contributor to the local economy.

“What keeps us coming back to this place is what brought us here in the first place: ‘Psycho Spiritual Rejuvenation.’ We revisit and rebuild community – human, plant and animal. Working together we find ourselves and, in turn, create magic from dirt and wood and fabric. We include the land and its year-round inhabitants in this planning and renewal, and try to intrude on their lives here as little as HUMANLY possible. Those of us who put tangible effort into this project consistently report feeling invigorated by the process. Some feel a deep connection to the spirit of this place and the people who have walked here for centuries, and others reconnect with the spirit within themselves in the safety of this loving community. BY WORKING TOGETHER, WE BECOME GREATER THAN THE SUM OF OUR PARTS.” 

– Jenny Newtson, immediate past OCF media crew leader, currently a Main Stage MC
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