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Gynecological art travels to Truman 
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March is the month to celebrate girl power, women's empowerment, feminine mystique and feminism. 

In 1987, March was officially declared women's history month as an expansion of Women's History Week, which 

started in 1978 in Sonoma County, Calif. This also coincides with International Women's Day on March 8. 

 

Senior Angela Carter, president of the Women's Resource Center, said women often are left out of history. 

"Most of the history books and most of the ways our culture and mini-cultures understand history [is through the] 

perspective of men," Carter said. "And in doing that you miss out on a lot of great, important accomplishments that 

women contribute to history and to society. So this month is just a time where the nation and society can reflect on 

what women have accomplished in their place and the significance in our culture." 

 

She said Truman has more female students than male, so it is important to build awareness of women's history on 

campus. The WRC filled March with various events celebrating women. 

 

http://www.trumanindex.com/
http://www.trumanindex.com/2.10113
http://www.trumanindex.com/search?q=%22Krisha%20Shrestha%22
javascript:Site.openWin('/polopoly_fs/1.1459470!/image/2950097654.jpg', 370, 543)
javascript:Site.openWin('/polopoly_fs/1.1459470!/image/2950097654.jpg', 370, 543)


One event was the Pap Art Exhibition sponsored by the Art Department. Curator Nancy Mizuno Elliot earned the 

Truman Curatorial Fellowship to bring art to Truman. 

 

Aaron Fine, associate professor of art, said the fellowship is a two-year program that teaches students and faculty 

more about curatorial activities. 

 

"While most of the curators were really qualified, most of them talked about what they would choose, but not why they 

would choose it," Fine said. "But she had a clear vision of what curating is to her and essentially a means of 

community building." 

 

Elliot also had great authenticity, so she came out stronger than the other choices, Fine said. This was a great 

opportunity to learn about an art form outside the sphere of Truman, he said. 

 

"I think it creates a different aesthetic than what we get in our art classes, and that was what we were trying to get out 

of it," Fine said. "Compared to average art exhibitions that we have in this area, or in Truman, it is more frank, sassy 

and informal. The show is very important, for it is about real issues like health issues and is very universal." 

Fine said his personal favorite is from artist Lisa Alembik. Alembik is drawing while she is pregnant, so the audience 

is exposed to the issues of women's reproductive health, Fine said. 

 

Elliot said she named the exhibit Pap Art as a reference to the Pap test performed in gynecological examinations. 

Elliot said the inspiration came from her personal experience while visiting her gynecologist. 

 

"My first exam [my doctor] asked me 'Do you want to see your cervix? It is a smiley face,'" Elliot said. "It had been 

very memorable, although not dramatic. [It] made me really comfortable with my body." 

 

Elliot said she was familiar with Kirksville because she visited the University 10 years ago, so when she heard about 

the opportunity she became interested in developing a relationship with Truman. She felt comfortable bringing 

controversial art to the University because she knew she could relate to the students, Elliot said. 

 

"Most of it is very humorous and is supposed to make this topic [of the] vagina very accessible, disarming and take 

away all the cult of culture baggage that we have about talking about it," Elliot said. "So we are using humor so as to 

make it very commonplace, especially around young people, because these are important issues." 

 

Elliot said she tried to make the art straightforward but she was skeptical about censorship. 

 

"Even though people say that [Northeast Missouri] is a more conservative area … I remember being [at Truman] 

watching the students' version of 'The Vagina Monologues,'" Elliot said. "Eventually they started incorporating their 

own stories, and I thought that was brave. That was eye-opening to me." 

 

It was a coincidence that the opening of her exhibition was during women's history month, but she said she agreed to 

work with the WRC when she heard about its plans to celebrate the month. 



 

"We are thrilled [to be with the WRC]," Elliot said. "They are helping us publicize it and that is good. It helps to 

continue the longer discussion so I think that is cool." 

The exhibition continues until April 16 at Ophelia Parrish 

 


