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Florida might be the hot spot for Midterm Break, but the Baptist Student Union is tackling the lesser-known vacation 

spots. This year the BSU is taking students to Mobile, Ala., a city affected by hurricanes, for its annual Spring Break 

Service Trip. 

 

Audra Glotfelty, graduate student and intern at the BSU, is in charge of the trip this year. She said organizers are 

trying to make it more than just a service trip. Travelers will have are having a free day on Friday during which they 

will be allowed to do whatever they want. 

 

"We will give people options and see what they want to do," Glotfelty said. "One group might go to the beach, some 

of them might want to go shopping, some might want to go to the museum. We will basically have vans that will go to 

different places." 

 

The service trip does come with a price - $160. It's only $80 for international students, but scholarships are available 

to general students, thanks to donations from the BSU and local churches. 

 

The trip begins Friday, March 6 and activities truly begin Sunday with a church service in the morning at a host 

church. 

 

"That afternoon will just be a relaxing day, and that evening we will [have] kind of an orientation," Glotfelty said. 

"During the week, during most of the day we will be volunteering, most of them will be most of the day from eight to 

four." 

 

The volunteers will be divided into four groups. One will be working with Habitat for Humanity framing walls. Another 

team will work with the food bank. A third team will be replacing frames and doing maintenance with the Girl Scout 

camp and the final one will be working at the Salvation Army doing landscaping work. 

 

Junior Kristin Kimrey will be attending the service trip for the second time. Last year she went to Charleston, S.C., 

with the BSU. 
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"It was so much fun, it actually led me to getting a job in South Carolina," Kimrey said. "I worked with a Girl Scout 

camp in Charleston and got to talk with the director of the camp. She was like, 'Any of you girls want to come back?' 

and three of us went back [for summer jobs]." 

 

Kimrey also is driving one of the vans taking students to Mobile. 

 

"Even when I feel like I don't want to drive for 14 hours to stay for a week, it always turns out to be worth it," Kimrey 

said. "We work from early morning till about 4 p.m. and then stay as late as 3 a.m. talking with friends, playing volley 

and just getting to know them, which is always fun." 

 

She said the trip takes her out of Kirksville to warm weather for a week where she will meet new people while doing 

some community service and eating good food. 

 

"Vickie Austin - she is an amazing woman - she cooks us this home-cooked [meal], like Mom's food," Kimrey said. 

"You would expect that it will be sandwiches and small stuff. No, we have casserole, bacon and hash browns, toast 

and eggs for breakfast and taco salad, vegetables, Mexican chicken … for dinner and Texas sheet cake for dessert. 

So she really invests in us and is like a mom to us." 

 

Vickie Austin and her husband Gene Austin are in charge of the BSU. This is her seventh Midterm Break trip with the 

students, and she said she is not worried about cooking for many people because she's cooked for 98 students 

before. 

 

"It's just making sure you plan ahead and get the students' help, and the students like to learn new and different 

things as well, and go to bed early so as to cook breakfast early in the morning," Austin said. 

Austin said she has received good feedback about the past trip and, is excited to see what this year has in store for 

her. 

 

"It's a good group building time, and it is a very rewarding experience to see the students work in the community, to 

feel good about their work and to feel like they make a difference," Austin said. "The students spend a lot of time with 

each other, in the evenings and while working during the day that they also build strong friendships there." 

 

Austin said it is nice to see students giving up their free time and their holiday to do good for others. This is why they 

try to make this a fun trip as well and not just hard work, she said. 

 


