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I. Childhood & Teens
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Hello, my name is Abraham Lincoln.  I was born on February, 1809, in a log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky, a place near Hodgenville, Kentucky, but was still a place in the middle of no where that has a lot of trees and wild animals.  I was named after my grandfather.  My ancestor, Samuel Lincoln, arrived in Hingham, Massachusetts from England in the 17th century.  My grandfather, also name Abraham Lincoln, moved to Kentucky, where he owned 5,000 acres of land.  But, he was ambushed and killed by an Indian raid in 1786.  My parents, Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln, were both Virginians by birth into poor families.  My father was a carpenter and farmer.  I also had an older sister named Sarah and a younger brother named Thomas, but he died in infancy like many babies at that time.  In 1816, when I was seven, my family and I moved to Indiana, because we wanted to avoid the expense of fighting for one of our properties in court.  I had gone to school briefly in Kentucky, and did so again in Indiana.  We lived in a wild region of Indiana full of wild bears and other animals, which was much like Hardin County, Kentucky, where I was born.  Unfortunately, a couple years later in 1818, my mother passed away because she got sick from some bad milk; I was ten years old at the time.  Milk sickness is caused when someone drinks the milk of a cow that had grazed on poisonous white snakeroot.  The next year though, my father remarried to Sarah Bush Johnston Lincoln, and she already had three kids of her own.  My young life was pretty uneventful other than that; I just hunted and worked on the farm to help my family, while sometimes working at shops in the towns.  When I was growing up, me and my family were members of the Baptist church, so we naturally disapproved of slavery and wanted to see it abolished.  
In 1828, I made a flatboat trip to New Orleans, and my sister Sarah died in childbirth in the same year, leaving me as an only child.  In 1830, me and my dad left Indiana and moved west to Illinois.  I had lived there for a year when I decided to leave and explore new opportunities in New Salem in Sangamon Country near Springfield.  I was really dedicated to trying to get a good education, so I worked in the town and went to school, while also working on farms and keeping a store in New Salem, Illinois.  I was also hired by New Salem businessman Denton Offutt to transport goods from New Salem to New Orleans on flatboats on the Sangamon, Illinois, and Mississippi rivers.  There I impressed the residents with my outstanding character.  I was also an outstanding wrestler, and I wrestled the town bully, which earned me the nickname “Honest Abe”.  I was 6’4”, and weighed about 180 pounds.  I also didn’t go hunting and fishing, because I didn’t like to kill animals, even if it was for food.
II. Early 20’s
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When I moved to New Salem, I also met my first love, Ann Rutledge.  But, on August 25, 1835, she died, most likely from typhoid fever.  Also, in 1836, I agreed to marry my sister’s friend, Mary Owens, in a match my sister made if she ever returned to Kentucky.  I had first met Mary in 1833.  In November, 1836, she returned and we agreed to get married.  But, we both started to have second thoughts about our relationship, and on August 16, 1837, I wrote a letter to her telling her that I wouldn’t blame her if she ended the relationship.  I never got a response, and therefore, the relationship was over.  I didn’t really miss my father, and rarely spoke to him during my mature lifetime, because when I was younger we had many differences since he liked to work in the fields, while I preferred learning and reading.  I also was a Captain in the Black Hawk War in 1832, but I never saw combat in the war.  I started my political life in March of 1832 when I announced my candidacy for the Illinois General Assembly, I was 23 years old.  The first thing I did in politics was spend eight years in the Illinois legislature after winning in 1834, 1836, 1838, and 1840.  I was unsuccessful in my attempt to make it into the Illinois legislature the first time in 1832, but won the next 4 times I ran and was elected to the lower house for the first of four unsuccessful terms as a Whig.  I became a lawyer in 1836, with the help of John Todd Stuart, and became his law partner in 1837, when I moved to Springfield.  We also became partners with Stephen T. Logan and William H. Herndon in 1841, and we built a successful practice.  
III. Political & Married Life
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I found the love of my life during that time, in December of 1839 to be exact, Mary Todd, and we later got engaged in 1840 and got married on November 4, 1842.  We had 4 boys together.  Their names were Robert Todd, who was born in 1843 and was living when I died, Edward Baker who was born in 1846 and died on February 1, 1850 from tuberculosis, William Wallace who was born on December 21, 1850 and died on February 20, 1862 at the age of eleven, and Thomas “Tad” who was born on April 4, 1853 and was living when I died.  Only Robert and Tad lived into their teens.  Robert attended the Phillips Exeter Academy and later Harvard College.  I was naturally a member of the Whig party, because my father was a supporter of them throughout my entire life.  I ran for the United States House of Representatives in 1846, and won.  I served in the House of Representatives for only one term, from 1847-1849, and then I chose to return to law in Springfield after.  I was very open about being opposed to slavery as early and 1837, and continued to support the cause until slavery was finally abolished.  Also, during my term I used my position as an opportunity to speak out against the Mexican-American War.  I was losing my interest in politics, but became interested again when the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed in 1854.  I made a run for the U.S. Senate in 1855, but I eventually gave up and gave my support to Lyman Trumbull.  But that run gave me support for a Vice-Presidential nomination in 1856.  In 1856, I gave my “Lost” Speech.
IV. Presidential & Republican Life
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But, in 1856, I joined the new Republican Party.  During that time, I opposed the Dred Scott decision in 1857 and gave my famous “House Divided” Speech on June 16, 1858.  The speech talked about the problems of having leaders disagree on major topics, and how it could cause problems and fighting.   Also in 1858, I engaged in a series of debates with Stephen A. Douglas.  I argued that “The Slave Power” was threatening the values of republicanism, while Stephan A. Douglas emphasized the supremacy of democracy and thought that local settlers should be able to decide if they wanted to allow slavery or not, which was set forth in his Freeport Doctrine.  Two years after joining the Republican Party, I went up for consideration for the senator position.  The biggest event of my life up until then was when I when up against Stephen A. Douglas for senator in 1858.  Although the other republican candidates and I won more popular votes, the Democrats won more seats, so Douglas was elected to the Senate.  Even though I lost, it gave me nationwide recognition and popularity.  On February 27, 1860, I made my first major political appearance in the Northeast when New York part leaders invited me to address a rally of powerful Republicans at the Cooper Union in New York.  That successful speech gained me even more recognition and support and showed that I was a contender for the Republican’s presidential nomination.  At the Republican national convention in Chicago in May, I was chosen to be the Republican nominee over the favored choice, William H. Seward, because he was unpopular in Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, and New Jersey because of things he had done in his past.  I won the [image: image6.jpg]


presidential election with Hannibal Hamlin as my running mate on the third ballot against Northern Democrat Stephen A. Douglas, who I lost against in my earlier attempt to become a senator, Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge, and Constitutional Union candidate John Bell on November 6, 1860.  After I won the election, I was then inaugurated as the sixteenth president of the United State in March of 1861.  I was also the first United States president that was born in the West.  At that time, seven states had already seceded from the United States.  In February, my family and I boarded a train for Washington D.C., and now had a beard because of the suggestion of an eleven year-old girl.  I was sworn in on March 4, 1861.  I also convinced many Democrats to support the cause of the Union.  
V. Civil War
The South didn’t care that I had became president, so I had no power over them.  Although my cabinet advised me not too, I decided to send provisions to Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor.  The fort was going to be evacuated in a short while for being too low on supplies, but I wanted to keep it occupied.  On April 12, 1981, rebels from South Carolina fired on the fort, marking the beginning of the Civil War.  After the attack, I called for 75,000 volunteers to fight for three months.  Despite all the fighting, death, bickering, untrained soldiers, rusty generals, and many other problems, I stuck with my pro-Union policy for the four long years of the civil war.  The war wasn’t going great for the Union at the [image: image7.jpg]


beginning, because it was hard for the commanders and soldiers to kill fellow Americans, some that were even related to them.  I wanted a tough general that wasn’t afraid to kill the enemy to lead in the Union in the Civil War, and I found that is Ulysses S. Grant, who I gave overall command in 1864.  Democrats thought I was tyrannical because I proscribed civil liberties.  I did make a bunch of arrests during my term, but they were made to make the country a better place and I also took away some rights, but they too were for the betterment of the country as a whole.
VI. Abolishment of Slavery & End of Civil War
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I endorsed the 13th amendment to the Constitution to abolish slavery.  I won the re-election due to McClellan wanting to give the South back the rights it had in 1860, and most Northerners didn’t approve of that, because they were against slavery, and my skill at handling the slavery issue gained me a ton of widespread support.  I knew that the powers of my administration to end slavery were limited by the Constitution, but I knew that I could cause the eventual extinction of slavery by stopping its further expansion into any U.S. territory, and by persuading states to accept compensated emancipation if the state would outlaw slavery.  But that offer only took effect in Washington D.C.  In July 1862, Congress passed the Second Confiscation Act, which freed the slaves of anyone convicted of aiding the rebellion.  On January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation went into effect.  This was my declaration of freedom for all slaves in the areas of the Confederacy that weren’t under Union control.  I focused all of my attention into passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to permanently abolish slavery throughout the nation.  On November 19, 1863, I gave my famous Gettysburg Address.  The speech was about dedicating that battlefield to the soldiers who had died fighting there.  On April 9, 1865, Robert E. Lee, the general of the Confederates, surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant at the Appomattox Court House, ending the Civil War.  Two days later, I addressed a crowd outside the White House and informed the citizens of my plans for equal rights for African-Americans.
VII. 1864 Re-Election
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After I promoted Ulysses S. Grant to General-in-Chief on March 12, 1864, I focused on the election.  My competition was Andrew Johnson, a War Democrat from Tennessee, nominated by the Republicans.  I signed a pledge that stated that even if I lost the election, I would still defeat the Confederacy before leaving the White House.  But, after Union victories and support from Generals, I was easily re-elected.  I won in all but three states, and got 78% of the Union soldier votes.
VIII. Final Days
One man that I made very angry was John Wilkes Booth, who was a Southern-sympathizer and Negrophobe.  He shot me on April 14, 1865, 5 days after Robert E. Lee’s surrender to Ulysses S. Grant at the Appomattox Court House, when I was attending a performance of Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theatre in Washington.  He shot me in the back of the head from close range and then fled the scene.  I was taken across street to the Peterson House for treatment.  The surgeons and doctors who were assigned to help me knew there was nothing they could do and an army surgeon, Dr. Charles Leale, said my wounds were mortal.  U.S. Army Surgeon General Joseph K. Barnes of the Army Medical Museum located some fragments in my skull and the ball lodged 6 inches into my brain.  They knew that the only way I might be able to survive would be to leave me and the bullet alone.  But, it would have caused widespread problems for them if they had done nothing so they kept sticking their fingers into the hole to make it look like they were trying to do something in order to save their reputations.  Every time they stuck their finger in though, it caused me pain and kept pushing it farther into my brain.  I was in a coma for nine hours and never regained consciousness.  Its 7:22 on April 15, 1865, and I see a light at the end of a dark tunnel….  I was the first ever president to be assassinated.
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