110th Congress

1st Session

H.R. 247

To increase the minimum smoking age to 21 from 18.

Mr. Joey Mills and Mr. Kia Katanchi of California introduced the following bill, which was introduced to the Judiciary Committee.
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A BILL

To change the minimum smoking age from 18 to 21.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of

America in Congress assembled.

Section I. Young Lungs Bill

This bill may be cited as the ‘Young Lungs Bill’

Section II. Smoking Statistics

A) Around 5.4 million deaths a year are cause by tobacco. 440,000 of them are related

directly to smoking. 36,666 people die a month. 1,205 people die in a day, which is 50 per hour.

B) Every 5 seconds a current or former smoker dies.

C) Smokers die on average 15 years before non-smokers.

D) 2nd hand smoking kills 53,800 people every year.

E) Nicotine addiction causes mood swings and irritability.

Section III. Starting Young

A) Starting to smoke young can cause respiratory problems and heart disease.

B) They develop an addiction to nicotine.

C) When a person is 21 they are less prone to be affected by peer pressure and the

need to look ‘mature’. When someone is 21, they are also more mature and don’t

want to rebel against their parents.

Section IV. Advantages of Higher Age Limit

A) A lot of teenagers turn 18 before they are out of high school, which means they would be more likely to start smoking under peer pressure.

B) They would also be in close contact with younger kids that they could buy cigarettes for, which would give them an addiction.

C) There are no 21-year olds in high school, so they wouldn’t be around younger

people, so they couldn’t give them cigarettes. All the 21-year olds are either in

college or working, so they would have to go out of their way to get cigarettes for

younger people. With no one to buy them cigarettes, the students wouldn’t be able

to get addicted in the first place.
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