The 21st Century Library should have 10 components:

1. Library Media Center Office Area, Work Area, and Storage Area

This areas include the office space for library professionals and support staff, library work room, library staff restroom, storage for such things as equipment, A-V materials, library supplies, materials awaiting processing, etc. 

2.
Circulation Area 

This area is for material check-in, check-out, and information questions. This area includes telephone access and library staff circulation administrative computers with local area network (LAN) and Internet connectivity. This area may also include a computer workstation for express self-checkout.

3.
Information-Reference Area

This area includes user access to photocopiers, computers with OPAC (online public access card catalogs) access and LAN and Internet connectivity, printers, shelving units for general print reference materials (reference and non-fiction books) and appropriate furnishings.

4.
Production Area

This area is for multimedia production for and by teachers and students. Equipment in this area would include computers with OPAC access, Internet and LAN connectivity including wireless access point(s), other technology such as scanners, printers, digital cameras (still and video), LCD projector, screen, and appropriate furnishings for production and planning. This area also includes a studio for video and audio recordings and broadcasts.

5.
Instruction Area

This area is the main “classroom area” of the media center and should be large enough to accommodate at least 2 classes simultaneously. Internet and LAN connectivity should be available here. Large group instruction should be facilitated through computer, LCD projector and screen, and interactive white board.

6.
Technology Connectivity Area

This area is the school’s main connectivity location for all file servers, cabling, LAN, electrical, telephone, television closed circuit distribution system.

7.
Reading Area

This area is for recreational reading and includes shelving units for the fiction books, magazines, and newspapers. 

8.
Professional Area

This area is for the faculty, staff, and administrators and should include at least one computer workstation with OPAC access, LAN and Internet connectivity, printer(s), telephone, conference table and chairs, comfortable seating, and shelving unit(s) for professional books, magazines/periodicals, and other professional materials.

9. Social Area

This area is for students, teachers, and other library visitors to socialize while in the library. This area should be removed from the work-related areas so that conversations do not disturb instruction, multimedia production, and other library-related activities.

10. Conference Room

This area is for small group work, committee meetings, and community use.

Based on this, I designed the following library suitable for my needs as an elementary media specialist.
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