
 
 

May 27, 2011 
 

Re: Reference Letter for Miss. Kalyn Hale 
 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
As the Education Abroad Coordinator in the International Initiatives Office and the Chair of the Local World 
University Service of Canada (WUSC) Committee at Nipissing University, I have had the opportunity to 
collaborate with Kalyn Hale on a number of volunteer endeavors.  Although Kalyn was in the final year of her 
undergraduate program, in the Bachelor of Education, she always made time for WUSC.  A dedicated member, 
she attended our weekly meetings and took on the role of the Fair Trade Campaign Manager.  Thus, she 
spearheaded numerous awareness and fundraising campaigns promoting Fair Trade on campus.  Notably, she 
coordinated a Ten Thousand Villages sale, which sold over $5,000.00 in products, raising over $500.00 for our 
WUSC Local Committee.          
 
Kalyn was one of the six devoted members who attended the WUSC Annual General Assembly in Ottawa last 
November. At this conference, participants enjoyed two full days of presentations and workshops that addressed 
concepts of global citizenship and international development issues.  At this conference, committee was presented 
with the Local Committee of the Year Award for the 2009-2010 academic year.  Our committee’s outstanding 
efforts were recognized out of eighty committees across Canada 
 
Kalyn is compassionate and openhanded.  She gives much of her time to others.  A volunteer for the North Bay 
and District Multicultural Centre, she is a host for two young Thai newcomers.  Kalyn has welcomed them into 
our community and is encouraging their integration by engaging them in activities and social events.  Kalyn was 
also a volunteer for our annual International Food Festival this past April.  She solicited silent auction donations, 
food donors, and volunteers for the event.  She was a key volunteer the day the event, helping the team fundraise 
over $2,600.00 for the Student Refugee Sponsorship Program.   
 
Kalyn’s breadth of experience, as a tour leader, teacher and volunteer, in South-East Asia has changed her life. 
She is determined to return to that part of the world to bring about positive change. A teacher at heart, Kalyn is 
eager to utilize her knowledge, skills and abilities.  This is one of the many reasons why Nipissing University’s 
selection committee also nominated Kalyn for the WUSC International Summer Seminar to Vietnam.     
 
Kalyn is a real team player and has an ability to foster group cohesion.  She is open minded, creative, and has 
great leadership and communication skills.  Respectful and caring, she is always attentive to everyone’s ideas and 
opinions. She is reliable, honest, personable and can remain calm in stressful situation.  Her extensive travels 
abroad have made her knowledgeable, compassionate, and eager to learn more about the world we live in. Most of 
all, Kalyn is dedicated to making positive contributions in our world.  
  
Wherever, Kalyn’s journey takes her, I am confident that she will be a valuable member of the community and/or 
organization.    

Sincerely, 

 

Mélissa Toupin Laforge, BBA 
Education Abroad Coordinator 
International Initiatives Office 
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