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Q1. What year did you graduate?

Count Percent

0 0.00% 2004

0 0.00% 2005

7 17.07% 2006

8 19.51% 2007

9 21.95% 2008

8 19.51% 2009

9 21.95% 2010

41 Respondents

Q2. What was (were) your major(s)?

Count Percent

41 100.00%

Count Percent

1 2.44% American Studies

1 2.44% American Studies, Educational Studies

1 2.44% Art History

1 2.44% biology

1 2.44% Biology

1 2.44% Chemistry/Math

1 2.44% Cinema & Media Studies

1 2.44% Classical Languages

1 2.44% Classics

1 2.44% Computer Science

11 26.83% English

1 2.44% English / Cognitive Science

1 2.44% English Lit, Spanish Concentration

1 2.44% Geology

1 2.44% Greek

1 2.44% History

1 2.44% International Relations

1 2.44% Latin American Studies

1 2.44% physics

4 9.76% Political Science

2 4.88% Political Science/IR

2 4.88% Psychology

1 2.44% Romance Languages

1 2.44% SoAn

1 2.44% Sociology/Anthropology

1 2.44% Studio Art



41 Respondents

Q3. Have you pursued any additional education after graduation?

Count Percent

25 60.98% Yes

16 39.02% No

41 Respondents

Q4. Please specify what additional education you pursued (or are pursuing) and where:

Count Respondent % Response %

24 100.00% 52.17% Degree(s):

Count Percent

1 4.17% ...a certificate in publishing. Does that count as a degree? It was only a month-long program,
but it was additional education at the post-grad level. (It was the University of Denver
Publishing Institute.)

1 4.17% Applying to Business School at WashU

1 4.17% currently applying for masters degree in museum studies/curation

1 4.17% Currently enrolled in a Master's of Multicultural Education, but applying to programs for
Education Policy

1 4.17% Curriculum and Instruction (MA of Education)

1 4.17% Doctor of Osteopathy 2011

1 4.17% English Literature PhD/ MA

1 4.17% Juris Doctor

1 4.17% M.A. in literature

1 4.17% MA of Humanities and Social Thought (The Draper Program)

1 4.17% MA/PhD in Art History

1 4.17% Master of Science degree in Journalism

1 4.17% Masters degree in Geology (current)

1 4.17% Master's Degree in Latin American Studies

1 4.17% Masters in Communication Disorders and Sciences

1 4.17% Masters in Family Therapy

1 4.17% Masters of Arts in Teaching (in progress)

1 4.17% Medicine

1 4.17% MPhil in Classics

1 4.17% MPhil PhD MD

1 4.17% Ph D French Literature

1 4.17% PhD, Applied Physics

1 4.17% PhD, Political Science

1 4.17% Professional/personal development classes

22 91.67% 47.83% Institution(s):

Count Percent

1 4.55% College of Saint Mary (Omaha, NE)

1 4.55% Cornell University

1 4.55% currently at place of employment, Eastern University, and sending in applications to
Berkeley, Teacher's College, and Penn

1 4.55% Duke University

1 4.55% Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences



1 4.55% MCAD

1 4.55% Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University

1 4.55% Mills College

1 4.55% New York University

1 4.55% Southern Connecticut State University

1 4.55% Stanford University School of Medicine

1 4.55% The Graduate Center, City University of New York

1 4.55% The University of Denver

1 4.55% Tulane University

1 4.55% UM Ann Arbor

1 4.55% University of California, Davis

1 4.55% University of Cambridge (UK) University of Washington University of Washington

1 4.55% University of Cambridge, England

1 4.55% University of Nevada, Las Vegas

1 4.55% University of Oregon

1 4.55% University of Virginia School of Law

1 4.55% University of WI-Madison

24 Respondents

46 Responses

Q5. What occupation(s) have you pursued since graduation?

Count Percent

40 100.00%

Count Percent

1 2.50% -

1 2.50% Activities Assistant, tutoring, writing for newsletter (volunteer), freelance editing, freelance
writing

1 2.50% Advertising Sales at Google

1 2.50% AmeriCorps VISTA

1 2.50% Americorps, Grad Student

1 2.50% Best Buy Sales Associate; Research Analyst

1 2.50% Book Publishing / Distribution (Production)

1 2.50% Computer programmer

1 2.50% Curator/Educational assistant at Gould Library

1 2.50% Educational Associate in Geology at Carleton College

1 2.50% English Language and North American Culture Assistant (in Spain)

1 2.50% GOTV Coordinator, Political Fundraiser, Non-Profit Fundraiser

1 2.50% graduate student

1 2.50% Graduate student

1 2.50% High school English teacher

1 2.50% I have been a full time graduate student

1 2.50% I have served a year of environmental service with AmeriCorps Cape Cod, interned with the
National Park Service, and will work as a Naturalist on an organic farm. I intend to do
AmeriCorps for another year and after that, hopefully grad school!

1 2.50% I work as administrative assistant at a non-profit, full time, and I also teach the GMAT at
Kaplan part time.



1 2.50% Internships in museum education and collections, before returning to school to pursue a
PhD to teach at the college level.

1 2.50% Journalist

1 2.50% Legal Assistant, Shearman & Sterling LLP (2006-2008) Law Clerk, Judge T.S. Ellis, III, U.S.
District Court for E.D. Va. (2011-2012)

1 2.50% Marketing & communications.

1 2.50% National Park Ranger

1 2.50% none

1 2.50% non-profit - Civic Engagement, Proposal Writing (Development and Fundraising)

1 2.50% non-profit grant management

1 2.50% Online English/Essay Writing tutor at Tutor.com Editorial Intern at Milkweed Editions
Editorial Assistant at Henry Holt Books for Young Readers

1 2.50% Sales Representative at MedTox will begin residency this summer 2011

1 2.50% School Speech Language Pathologist, Educational Research Assistant

1 2.50% student

1 2.50% Student

1 2.50% Substitute teaching, various research projects, Peace Corps.

1 2.50% Teacher - Teach For America corps member Education consultant - Program Director and
Director of Teaching and Learning for Teach For America

1 2.50% Teacher (Teach for America)

1 2.50% teacher, family therapist

1 2.50% Teaching - gifted and talented (elementary)

1 2.50% Teaching, Grad School, specialty food retail.

1 2.50% Teaching, youth mentoring

1 2.50% Volunteer work with women's issues in Mexico.

1 2.50% Writing Specialist, Bookstore Clerk, Community Outreach/Program Development within a
social service agency

40 Respondents

Q6. How many terms did you work in the Writing Center?

Count Percent

0 0.00% 1

3 7.50% 2

4 10.00% 3

2 5.00% 4

31 77.50% 5 or more

40 Respondents

Q7. Which position(s) at the Writing Center did you hold? (Check all that apply)

Count Respondent % Response %

40 100.00% 35.40% Writing consultant (hours in Scoville)

38 95.00% 33.63% Writing assistant (for a class)

19 47.50% 16.81% One-to-one ESL (English as a Second Language) tutor

8 20.00% 7.08% Lead consultant

4 10.00% 3.54% Office assistant

4 10.00% 3.54% Other (please specify)

Count Percent



1 25.00% Data entry / analysis

1 25.00% French tutor

1 25.00% Research Assistant

1 25.00% Speakeasy Consultant

40 Respondents

113 Responses

Q8. What are the most significant abilities, values, or skills that you developed in your work as a writing consultant?

Count Percent

35 100.00%

Count Percent

1 2.86% A the most basic level, as a writing assistant I had to memorize grammar rules, understand
what makes a powerful thesis/narrative in writing, and learn how to best present a voice
and/or an argument on paper. More importantly, my three years of being a writing consultant
taught me how to listen to and communicate with people; appointments were mostly
conversations, in which I as a consultant had to determine what the student was trying to
say in his/her writing and then ask the appropriate questions to allow the student to then
understand how to improve his/her paper. It was never just about the writing -- it's mostly
about the communicating.

1 2.86% Abilities/skills: organization, argumentation, critical analysis, documentation, proofreading,
editing, revising Values: active voice, peer review, reading aloud, clarity

1 2.86% Abilities: Listening to what the writer wants the paper to be, asking leading questions,
sympathizing while focusing on the task at hand, figuring out what the paper is trying to be
and then helping the writer to sort out their ideas. In other words, my time as a writing
consultant greatly developed my ability to understand what a writer is trying to communicate
and to help them clarify and organize their ideas. Values: I learned to value clarity, topic
sentences, explicit points, specific theses... I like to think that I also learned to sympathize
with the writer and with what the writer is trying to accomplish, to value original, true
expression over conformity and saying-what-the-teacher-wants-to-hear. Another
value--writing doesn't have to be a solitary occupation! It's okay--nay, wonderful--to share
your writing and bounce ideas off other people and have conversations about your work. I
still get annoyed when people suggest that asking for help on your writing somehow makes
you a lesser person. Skills: Through working on so many papers, my own argumentative,
organizational, and rewriting skills improved. I also learned to both see the larger picture in a
paper (the global view) and to figure out how the local pieces were fitting together to create
that picture.

1 2.86% Ability to engage others in conversations about their writing Ability to quickly recognize
strengths and weaknesses in writing Ability to focus and limit feedback to make it as useful
as possible Ability to read my own writing with 'fresher' eyes

1 2.86% Ability to provide feedback in a helpful, sensitive way; exposure to various writing styles;
one-on-one people skills; professionalism.

1 2.86% ability to teach others, writing

1 2.86% Ability to work collaboratively Ability to talk about a piece of writing with a peer in a
non-directive way A greater understanding of my own strengths and weaknesses as a writer
and tutor. An understanding of a diverse array of resources on writing and teaching writing.
Most importantly, a passion for teaching (especially in a non-hierarchical environment)

1 2.86% Ability to work one-on-one with a writer, developing techniques as a writing tutor

1 2.86% Appreciating writing as a collaborative process and learning to engage with someone on
improving a text.

1 2.86% As a writing consultant, I spent a lot of time trying to clarify and understand ideas which may
have been poorly expressed. Also, I learned careful ways to give constructive criticism.

1 2.86% Being a writing consultant developed my ability to help others improve their work without me
taking ownership of it. It also improved my ability to review my own written work.

1 2.86% Clear communication and problem solving skills; being able to explain grammar and
mechanical issues; strategies for improving expository writing.

1 2.86% Communicating ideas to others, being critical/pointing out areas for improvement while still
being positive about a person's work, better understanding of means of organizing and
presenting written work, patience, improved overall writing skills

1 2.86% Communication skills, patience, improved awareness of issues that arise in academic
writing, studying skills (helpful especially in advising ESL students)



1 2.86% Communication! Communication, communication, and communication . . . this might sound
kind of lame, but the writing center motto "we work with writers, not with papers" has actually
helped me in several other areas of "real life" work where it's important to keep in mind that
you're communicating with a person, not a task -- Also, organization, time management,
personal responsibility, the importance of looking at "global level" issues before local level
ones; don't get hung up on details at the expense of the bigger picture; be non-directive . . .
so many things.

1 2.86% Fulfilling the role of an educational assistant, rather than tutor Awareness of challenges
posed by trying to evaluate ESL student work and the possible need to operate as a cultural
informant

1 2.86% Heightened command of formal English; much better writing ability; teaching experience;
empathy

1 2.86% Honing my own arguments in papers and being able to talk about those arguments out loud.
Also, working with other people in a one-on-one setting in a relaxed manner, and offering
advice in a non-confrontational manner.

1 2.86% How to "consult" rather than "instruct." The experience of not telling someone what they
should do, but instead walking them through the process of deciding what to do and granting
them agency over their own problem has been incredibly valuable both personally and
professionally.

1 2.86% How to communicate with students, identify their goals, strengths, weaknesses.

1 2.86% I learned how to succinctly express myself, how to organize ideas into a paper, and also
how to give constructive criticism to peers.

1 2.86% I learned the value of working iteratively through the writing process and the advantage
many eyes can have on perfecting a piece.

1 2.86% I learned to communicate better with others. Also, by looking at how others write, I feel that
my own writing has also improved.

1 2.86% I think it helped me learn to work with people one on one and build relationships so they
would keep coming back to me.

1 2.86% I was able to hone my own writing skills, learning to write more concise essays and ensure
that I used appropriate citations (I still use Diana Hacker!), and working at the Writing Center
taught me how to talk about writing (and what makes effective writing) with others, a skill
that is tremendously important in developing proposals with colleagues who have varying
levels of skill when it comes to writing. I also spent some time working with ESL students,
something that has been beneficial in a lot of the work I've done working with the Latino
community in Philadelphia.

1 2.86% interacting with students, quickly reading a text for structure, ability to form constructive
criticism, allowing the student to lead the interaction

1 2.86% Listening attentively, writing clearly, communicating ideas.

1 2.86% One-on-one conversations and mentoring. Ability to ask open ended questions which help
other people think. Ability to give constructive criticism. Ability to speak to groups. Respect
and value of educators, writers, and those who give and ask for help. Ability to navigate
uncomfortable conversations.

1 2.86% Paying close attention to the structure of essays at all levels--sentence structures,
paragraph structures, whole paper--affects the how meanings are communicated. Learning
how to talk through these factors with students was a huge asset.

1 2.86% Self-confidence Perceiving the logic in others' writing, even if I find it somehow disagreeable

1 2.86% Student-centered conferencing, identifying and guiding development of the vital parts of a
document

1 2.86% The ability to coach/mentor clients in a client-directed setting; experience working with ESL
students.

1 2.86% Working as a consultant further improved my writing ability. Seeing all different kinds of
writing, and working with students to improve them, helped set me up for success in my
career now. I also think I developed my ability to give my peers direct, constructive
feedback. I do this all the time with Teach For America. As a consultant I learned how to ask
probing questions and give targeted feedback to a peer while building them up.

1 2.86% Working as a writing consultant helped me to be more succinct, constructive, and positive in
communication with others. I learned to focus on essential points and the overall process of
the task. Overall, I improved in my ability to give helpful feedback that would be transferable
beyond that specific interaction.

1 2.86% Working with others, patience, ability to guide others in the learning process

35 Respondents



Q9. To what extent did those abilities, values, or skills that you developed as a writing consultant factor into your choice of job or graduate work?

Count Percent

10 27.78% A great deal

14 38.89% Considerably

7 19.44% Moderately

2 5.56% Slightly

3 8.33% Not at all

36 Respondents

Q10. Did these qualities seem to play a role in your application, interviewing, or acceptance into graduate or professional school?

Count Percent

21 100.00% Yes (please explain how)

Count Percent

1 4.76% A few institutions offered me special scholarships for having teaching and writing skills, even
though I'm in a science and engineering programs.

1 4.76% Having a head-start on teaching experience did help my applications and has already
proved helpful in TAing classes.

1 4.76% I believe my time as a writing consultant significantly improved my own writing skills, which
translated into quality writing samples and statements of purpose when applying to grad
school. Especially in terms of the statement of purpose, I think I was able to effectively
communicate my goals for the Master's program, as well as those qualities that set me apart
from other applicants.

1 4.76% I learned how important feedback is on both written and oral presentations. My applications
improved considerably after working with Kathy and having others look over my work.

1 4.76% I pursued a graduate degree in journalism - it was easy to demonstrate my interest in writing
and working with writers during the application process.

1 4.76% I used my argumentative, organizational, and rewriting skills in my personal statement. I also
tried to be honest in what I was saying. I learned from working with writers that the strongest
papers were those the students believed in. So I tried to write something I believed in. There
wasn't an interview for the Denver Institute.

1 4.76% I used my writing skills in my medical school essays for the application and my speaking
skills for the interviews

1 4.76% It was one of the strong points of my CV when applying for teaching jobs and for grad
school. And the writing skills I gained while working as a consultant helped me write strong
cover letters and personal statements.

1 4.76% Knowing how to write well and try to see it from someone else's perspective definitely
helped my writing sample. Also being able to talk about ideas and writing with Susan Bauer,
and being able to articulate my thoughts with her, was immeasurably helpful with my writing
sample, which got me into the Draper Program at NYU.

1 4.76% Medical school applications require being able to craft application essays with great care.
These essays have to be well structured, concise, yet also share the unique features of your
personality. My time as a writing consultant, helping see the variety and diversity of writing
styles helped me expand my repertoire of writing styles.

1 4.76% My experience providing small group and one-on-one instruction was very applicable to the
field I went into.

1 4.76% My interest in teaching was a central theme in my application essay, and my work as a
research assistant for Kathy Evertz factored prominently on my CV, as I had presented my
research alongside Dr. Evertz at the CCC conference.

1 4.76% My one-on-one conferences with students undoubtedly prepared me for my interview
process with TFA and with the school principals. I taught reading and English for for years,
and in that capacity, my Write Place work was one of my best foundations for knowing how
to communicate effectively with students.

1 4.76% My whole career is focused around the teaching of writing, and I used this to help with my
application

1 4.76% my writing skills were very useful

1 4.76% One of the reasons I decided to apply to Madison was because their Writing Center has
such a strong reputation and I look forward to working there in the coming years.



1 4.76% Only indirectly as far as they spoke to my own skills as a writer

1 4.76% Somewhat, I definitely knew when applying how important peer review for application
essays was and have read essays for friends of mine applying to school since then.

1 4.76% The joy and fulfillment I derived from working as a writing consultant informed my decision to
pursue higher education in the field of education. I am working to gain an endorsement to
teach middle school math and reading.

1 4.76% These experiences (particularly ESL work) were consistent with my advisor's philosophy of
educational outreach to groups that have traditionally been underrepresented in the
sciences.

1 4.76% They might have, albeit indirectly. My law school application certainly emphasized my
writing center experience. Even though "the numbers" i.e. GPA and LSAT matter most in the
law school admission process, admissions officers tend to view any indicia of writing ability
positively.

0 0.00% No

21 Respondents

Q11. In your occupation(s), have you used the qualities you developed as a writing consultant?

Count Percent

33 91.67% Yes (please explain)

Count Percent

1 3.03% As a scientist, I communicate through writing all of the time. Starting early, reading text out
loud, realizing that there is no one "right" way to write a piece, and gathering extensive
feedback has made the writing process less painful and even a joy.

1 3.03% as a teacher, I used my ability to tutor others

1 3.03% As an Americorps high school coach with Admission Possible, I used my writing center
experience almost every day. When I wasn't leading classes, I was working one-on-one with
students and that usually meant discussing writing for the ACT or for college applications.

1 3.03% As an editor I coach writers on a daily basis. Also, I have continued my ESL work by
volunteering with ELLs in an elementary school.

1 3.03% Being a writing consultant was an early way for me to practice and develop my teaching
skills. I now teach a broader audience, but I use many of the communication, feedback, and
interpersonal skills I developed as a writing consultant.

1 3.03% Due to my knowledge of formal written English, my boss asks me to proofread my
colleagues' work before it is published on the company's website. More generally, I rely on
my ability to write, a skill sharpened significantly as a consequence of my work in the Write
Place, daily and continue to conduct trainings in a similar manner to what I conducted as a
Writing Assistant.

1 3.03% I developed a lot of my instructional style as a writing consultant.

1 3.03% I have had to communicate with a variety of individuals and assist with written pieces that
are included in exhibitions and on the website. This often involves patience and compromise
in order to produce a piece that is satisfying for everyone.

1 3.03% I have written up a case report for a radiology journal and although scientific writing is
different from writing for political science or English class the basic principles are still the
same.

1 3.03% I routinely work with clients that are frustrated or new to online marketing, and are often
scared of losing money and face in a new medium they don't fully understand. I can explain
products and features to them until I'm blue in the face, but the lightbulb only goes on when I
help them explain it to themselves and let them feel confident and in control--exactly the
skills we practiced as Writing Consultants.

1 3.03% I spend an estimated half of my day writing and editing grants and reports, and the other half
communicating with colleagues about the writing.

1 3.03% I think I said that above.

1 3.03% I use ability to talk with people and talk constructively in my work and daily life all the time.

1 3.03% I work with undergrads on their papers at Duke so the skills have transfered very directly.

1 3.03% I write a lot of the content that goes onto our park website. I also write brochures for the
public. I produce high-quality written work because I have the ability to analyze and organize
complicated archaeological literature and present it in an understandable way. I help my
coworkers do the same using the methods I learned for writing conferences at Carleton.



1 3.03% I'm not sure if my graduate school career counts as an "occupation" here, but I definitely
believe that the skills I gained as a writing consultant have been put to use in grad school.

1 3.03% In my current job I'm constantly writing to a variety of audiences for a whole ton or reasons. I
write to inspire our corps members, to persuade district and school leaders, to share
information and set expectations for my staff, to reflect on my own practice, and more. I
spend over 50% of my time writing something in some form. I also give feedback to help my
colleagues and young teachers improve their practice. I need to inspire and invest them
while sharing concrete, sometimes difficult feedback on their effectiveness.

1 3.03% Last semester I was a TA and worked one-on-one with the same seven students all
semester. I used the strategies that I learned in the writing center to help with this.

1 3.03% My experience as a writing consultant led directly to my first job (as a writing specialist at a
communitiy college). The skills I had developed at Carleton were essential in gaining access
to this job and gave me a great foundation for improving and expanding my abilities as a
writing consultant. In addition, I have served as a consultant to my current employer (a
social service agency) as they work to develop a learning center.

1 3.03% My most important job was NSW Coordinator when I was still at Carleton, and my people
skills honed at the Write Place definitely helped with that.

1 3.03% My schoolwork often calls for clear, strong writing and the careful organization of complex
ideas.

1 3.03% Not just yet. I never really edited writing for substance as a paralegal. As a law clerk,
though, I expect that the experience will help me better work with the judge in crafting
opinions.

1 3.03% Please see answers to question 8. It was also tremendously helpful since I've worked on
developing tutoring programs for proposals at the nonprofits where I've worked and at the
University where I'm currently employed. Carleton has an exceptional model and I've
realized that as I've seen other programs. There is more to "tutoring" than being skilled in a
given content area, and the training that Carleton's Write Place staff provided was excellent
and very important. I've worked to make sure that any tutoring programs I've developed
have as much comparable training as I can afford to budget in -

1 3.03% See question 7.

1 3.03% The guided mentoring I practiced as a writing assistant has been useful in my role as a TA.

1 3.03% They're helpful in writing scientific papers, which is a group writing process.

1 3.03% Though writing has not been a core focus in my jobs, I used the flexibility my supervisors
have offered me to integrate my writing skills into as many projects as possible, from
creating newsletters, submitting grants, designing flyers, writing scripts, and reviewing
others' work. Moreover, the skills I developed as a writing consultant have factored
significantly in the success of my cover letters to these employers.

1 3.03% Whether working one on one or leading a group, I've used patience and guided others to
maintain or increase their abilities. Led a writing group with those in mid to late stages of
memory loss as an Activities Assistant. Used writing skills in freelance work.

1 3.03% Writing clearly and concisely is critical to quality medical charting.

1 3.03% Yes, because I teach at Kaplan, and there I have worked with students on application
essays. Also I have used writing skills as part of my qualifying exam to teach.

1 3.03% Yes, every day. As I evaluate manuscripts, I try to understand what the writer wants the
story to be, not just what they have accomplished so far. Working at the Write Place, I was
trained in recognizing potential and then helping the writer capitalize upon it. That's an
incredibly useful skill in a job where I am expected to decide whether a manuscript could
turn into something brilliant if edited. I also gained experience seeing a larger picture: the
overall structure of the paper. That's another useful skill when evaluating and editing
manuscripts. In a paper, as in a story, every small part contributes to the larger whole. I
learned that at the Write Place, and to focus on how each smaller section can further the
thesis (or themes or character development or plot). Be nice to writers: that's another thing
being a writing consultant taught me. Writers can be fragile creatures; we should nurture
them, convince them that they are worthwhile, and help them to grow. That's a crucial
attitude in my occupation.

1 3.03% Yes; I have been a college coach with Admission Possible and an ESL teacher in the Czech
Republic and Bangladesh. I have been able to help my students a lot with their composition
and communication skills.

1 3.03% Yes--have had to write (and give feedback on my co-workers' writing) in my museum work in
the past few years. Additionally, I will be teaching two sections of Art History 101 this coming
fall, and my Write Place experience has proved invaluable in developing the concepts and
objectives for the course, and in integrating writing into the syllabus.

1 2.78% No

2 5.56% Not applicable



36 Respondents

Q12. To what extent do you think your own writing has been influenced by your experience as a writing consultant?

Count Percent

12 33.33% A great deal

15 41.67% Considerably

7 19.44% Moderately

2 5.56% Slightly

0 0.00% Not at all

36 Respondents

Q13. Please comment on your answer above:

Count Percent

30 100.00%

Count Percent

1 3.33% As a consultant I saw a huge range of writing products from a range of styles. I know that I
learned from these examples - I saw different ways to structure an argument, ways to
effectively open and catch the reader's attention, ways to make boring information
interesting, and more.

1 3.33% As I mentioned earlier, I think that working at the Write Place helped me hone my own
writing skills to be more effective and more concise.

1 3.33% Because I was given the opportunity to read so many other student papers, I was able to
recognize patterns in student writing that also occured in my own writing and correct them. It
also gave me a great perspective into what it is like (as a professor) to be handed a paper
cold, with no real context, and be asked to understand and evaluate it--I think my writing
grew less murky as a result--I learned to value pith.

1 3.33% Being a Writing Consultant not only forced me to sharpen my own understanding of written
English, so that I may help students in need, but also exposed me to many other writing
styles and techniques which ultimately improved my writing.

1 3.33% Coaching writers and learning to write are simultaneously process when working at the
Writing Center. I can't imagine them as separate.

1 3.33% Honestly, I am worst at implementing the structural elements that I can help others fix. I
suppose I am more aware of my own challenges as a writer, but that doesn't mean I have
overcome them.

1 3.33% I always had good intuition about my own writing, but, as a writing consultant, I had to put
the principles of good writing into words for other students. Making these things explicit gave
me a greater understanding of why I was a good writer and how other people can become
good writers.

1 3.33% I always try to look at it from a different perspective, or seek another pair of eyes to point out
to me what doesn't make sense.

1 3.33% I am certainly more careful when I write than I was before I worked as a writing consultant.
Prior to working as a consultant I loved writing but was less consciously aware of the
technical concerns inherent in academic writing. I was a fairly successful writer only
because I was a voracious reader, and not because I had studied the English language very
intently. As a consultant I had the opportunity to examine details of writing that I had
previously glanced over, and to gain a new appreciation for organizational tools and the
steps of the writing process.

1 3.33% I am more conscious of the clarity and cohesion of my expository writing.

1 3.33% I enjoyed writing long before I became a writing tutor, but consulting also helped hone my
own skills.

1 3.33% I especially came to see that the key to answering a prompt well was not to address it, per
se, but rather to find something meaningful about the answers to the question themselves.
"Second-stage thesis writing" became a very handy part of my toolbelt.

1 3.33% I have a better idea of what constitutes a "clear' argument in a paper. Less likely to divide a
paper into artificial sections/paragraphs/3-point-argument.

1 3.33% I have become more aware of my own strengths and weaknesses as a writer, and of the
conventions I tend to use when writing. This has allowed me to challenge myself to break
away from those conventions. I have also become better at revising my own writing as a



result of my Write Place work.

1 3.33% I have become very aware of how I structure my writing and what I am trying to portray, and
I have become better equipped to look critically at my writing to determine how it can be
changed or improved.

1 3.33% I have learned never to submit an important paper or application without having it reviewed
by someone else. Reviewing work is now isntrumental to my own writing process.

1 3.33% I learned a lot from our workshops as well as from the students I helped as a writing
assistant. The repetition of reading and helping rewrite papers has honed my organizational
as well as stylistic skills.

1 3.33% I think being a writing consultant made me more aware of my own writing--my sentence
structures, word choice, organizational patterns, general flow, editing, planning, and overall
process. I have become more attuned to my strengths as well as my weaknesses as a
result.

1 3.33% I think it's easier to remove myself as the author and examine my work more objectively.
The overall structure of my writing (intro, thesis, supporting paragraphs, conclusion) grew
stronger from working with other students.

1 3.33% I value clarity much more than I did before I became a writing consultant. Working at the
Write Place drummed into my head that WRITING IS COMMUNICATION. If you want
people to understand what you are writing, you must make it clear for them. I also learned to
think about audience a lot more. Who is going to be reading my email, report, paper, story,
etc.? It makes a big difference in my tone, my organization--everything! Beyond that, I also
became much better at understanding the larger ideas I was trying to get across and how to
rewrite my work so that those ideas were clear and organized.

1 3.33% I'm not sure how much my writing was influenced by my time at Carleton's writing center. I
can say that it has been influenced by my teaching high school and being a TA, but as for
my year in the writing center, I can't distinguish anything in my writing that changed as a
result.

1 3.33% It has challenged me to continue to improve and to be interested in various forms of writing.

1 3.33% It helped me start to shape my own ideas; I used the tools I developed to work with others in
my own writing, specifically how to present and address ideas.

1 3.33% Mostly, working with students tended to solidify what I already recognized as the things I
value most in my writing--a clear argument, a coherent structure supporting it, and
signposting throughout.

1 3.33% Near the end of my time at Carleton, I finally began writing in drafts. Observing papers go
through several writing stages made me less fearful to write.

1 3.33% Read things out loud! No, but I do this all the time. It's great to ferret out wonky-sounding
wording. Also I try to get less wrapped up in turning the perfect phrase and focus more on
clarity and organization, since I think they do carry a huge chunk of the meaning and
intelligibility of writing.

1 3.33% Seeing the vast benefits of deliberate, strenuous, and critical revisions on others' writing has
forced me to turn the same eye on my own writing. As Peter Balaam once said, there's no
such thing as a final draft (paraphrased).

1 3.33% The majority of my current writing is scientific. As a writing associate, the majority of my
work was not in the sciences. Serving as a writing consultant has made me more aware of
some of my stylistic idiosyncrasies, though.

1 3.33% When it comes to writing a thesis-driven paper, being a writing assistant was invaluable to
strengthening my skills in presenting a written argument. In the writing I do now (grant
reports, mostly), I don't necessary need the same scholarly rigors, but the skills I learned in
how to organize writing definitely influences my writing now.

1 3.33% Working with others exposed me to different styles of writing and different ways to make the
same point. One thing I loved about working in the writing center was the realization that
those coming to me for advice taught me as much about the writing and learning process
and I taught them.

30 Respondents

Q14. What have you learned from working with the writing of others? Please elaborate:

Count Percent

30 100.00%

Count Percent

1 3.33% As I said earlier, I've learned how to communicate ideas and criticism to others, as well as
how to balance critique with praise in an effort to always be constructive. It's also allowed



me to better understand how others approach the writing process and how that aligns with,
or is different from, my own.

1 3.33% Being in a position to see lots of different students' writing gave me a sort of macro
perspective I otherwise wouldn't have had, and enabled me to start to form broader, more
accurate guidelines for good, "successful" writing. I also learned a ton about the importance
of process as compared to product!

1 3.33% By working on so many papers, I learned to see how small parts contribute to the larger
picture, how useful topic sentences are, how difficult it is to get your thesis JUST RIGHT. I
also learned (and relearned, and relearned) that what I thought a student was trying to say
was often not at all what they wanted to say, and I could have saved valuable time by asking
them instead of assuming I knew where the paper should go. What the student wanted to
say was almost always more interesting than what I thought they should say. So...everyone
has something to say; I guess I learned that from working with the writing of others. I also
saw, again and again, that students often didn't get to their main point until the end of the
paper. We'd read the first paragraph and puzzle over what the thesis should be, but by the
time we got through the paper (when we had enough time for that and I didn't get stuck
discussing how we could improve the clarity of the third sentence in the second paragraph),
what the thesis should be was often clear as a brand new bell ringing on a bright, still
morning. So, it's useful to read all the way through something before deciding what it's all
about. Oh, I also learned to value original voice. If a student wanted to put something in that
didn't exactly further their argument, but didn't detract from it either and added a
uniqueness...I learned to love that.

1 3.33% Frankly, I've learned that I'm a better writer than I'd initially thought. That influenced my later
decisions in pursuing employment, and it's also impacted my decision to pursue Education
Policy as a career - In working with many different kinds of students, and even in working
with adults, I'd like to be a part of an effort to ensure that the education I received -
education that developed my writing skills etc. - is the rule rather than the exception.

1 3.33% I enjoyed reading papers from different classes because I learned about many subjects as if
I were auditing multiple classes. Also see above.

1 3.33% I have a better idea of the variety of ways that a paper can be structured to support an
argument.

1 3.33% I have become more self-reflexive about my own writing: it is often easier to see an issue in
a peer's writing first and then recognize it in your own work.

1 3.33% I have been impressed and excited by the diversity of writing/communication styles and
challenged to form a new perspective on how things can be explained. In addition, by
observing the successes and sticking points experienced by other writers--both technical
(say, comma abuse) and dispositional (say, stubbornness)--I have been able to identify
behaviors and skills that make a successful writer. I believe this has helped me support
other writers in meaningful, constructive ways and identify and address bad (and good)
habits in myself.

1 3.33% I have learned that authors need to learn that while their ideas are clear to them, these ideas
are not always as clear to others, and it is the writer's and the re-viewer's job to help the
ideas of the author become easily decipherable by anyone else.

1 3.33% I have learned that everyone has a different writing/learning process that works best for
them.

1 3.33% I have learned that it is extremely important to plan out a written piece before immediately
diving into the keyboard. A piece that is poorly organized is so much harder to compose
than one that is well outlined. I learned, especially, that the writing process is different for
each and every individual writer. While some prefer to work in a quiet place and create
several drafts well in advance of deadlines (me, usually!), others seem to be most
productive in the energy-infused (panicked) last hours before a paper is due.

1 3.33% I have learned that there are many different writing styles and no one correct style. I have
also learned not to take for granted the formation of theses, because I've written so many
thesis-driven papers now it is hard to remember that the first few real papers one writes in
college can be hard to wrap your head around a college-level argument.

1 3.33% I have learned that writing is really challenging, not only for the writer, but for the coach too.
It generally does not come intuitively to most of us and it takes practice to perfect.

1 3.33% I have learned the value of revision and of laying out the argument for the reader. Although,
I think I've learned the most from interacting with the writers themselves.

1 3.33% I learned that not all writing should or even can fit in one tidy category -- it was always
difficult to approach meetings in the Write Place with the same mindset and the same
method. You have to allow for the writer's voice to come through. Through that, I also
learned what works for me in writing, which has allowed me to better develop my own voice
as a writer.

1 3.33% I was exposed to many different writing styles and voices, which helped me to see other
ways of approaching writing assignments and to develop my own writing voice more.

1 3.33% It is easy to get attached to your own writing. Working with someone else's writing



eliminates this emotional attachment and allows you to be analytical when providing
feedback. As such, it provides insight into your own writing and enables you to change your
own bad habits more easily.

1 3.33% It was interesting to see a cross-section of Carleton writers. I realized that the preparation
students receive before Carleton varies widely and that often professors do not have the
time to focus on the specific aspects of structure, thesis-support, voice, and grammar. In
some ways, seeing Carleton writers struggle has given my work as a teacher to prepare
young writers for the rigorous academic work they will do in college.

1 3.33% Many of my grammatical constructions and much of my word choice is derived from my
work with others. To put it bluntly, I saw a lot that I liked in other students' writing and
appropriated their techniques whenever I could recall them afterward. This was easily one of
the most valuable experiences of my education.

1 3.33% More about different ways of constructing effective theses, descriptive and interesting
writing, and concise ideas and sentences.

1 3.33% Not everybody approaches the same problems in the same way -- there's not just one
correct way to finish a task. Asking questions can never hurt.

1 3.33% Reading writing from many different authors gave me insight into which kinds of writing
styles worked and which didn't.

1 3.33% See above.

1 3.33% Several times I made suggestions on how to alter a paper, only to realize from listening to
my mentee that I had missed something valuable in his or her paper. There is value in how
others do things, even if I don't immediately see it.

1 3.33% Similar to above. Also, reading writing from academic disciplines I had no experience in,
taught me how to both focus more on the person (e.g. what are you concerns, what do you
want to see changed) and on the techniques of good writing itself versus necessarily the
content.

1 3.33% Some pieces of writing I had encountered worked well, while some pieces did not. My job as
a writing consultant was to figure out what worked and what didn't. Over time I learned to
better appreciate the fundamental elements of effective, persuasive writing.

1 3.33% Style greatly varies, but the ability to clearly and succinctly communicate ideas is what
makes a successful writer.

1 3.33% Working as a writing consultant made critical reading and discussion much easier to do
confidently in group and one-to-one settings. Working with others' writing also enabled me
to see various patterns in organization and diction that would reinforce the theories behind
eliminating passive voice and adding transitions. I learned to write better by absorbing the
questions and solutions the client and I would discuss.

1 3.33% Working as an ESL tutor, I learned a lot about the academic writing in other countries.
Working with others' writing has taught me to be a better writer.

1 3.33% Working with ESL students was the most rewarding part of my work with the ASC. I am
more conscious of the process involved in ESL writing as well as the interaction of cultural
expectations of the writing process.

30 Respondents

Q15. How would you rate the importance of your writing center training and experience as you developed as college student?

Count Percent

11 30.56% Extremely important

17 47.22% Very important

8 22.22% Moderately important

0 0.00% Slightly important

0 0.00% Not at all important

0 0.00% Not applicable

36 Respondents

Q16. Please comment on your answer above:

Count Percent

26 100.00%

Count Percent



1 3.85% answered in previous questions.

1 3.85% As I've said, working as a writing consultant greatly improved my own writing skills. This was
useful, as I was an English major. I gained confidence through helping others and I
developed my love of ideas. I loved going to the Write Place; it seemed like a safe haven, a
place where writing was valued, writers were cherished, and I could be useful and trusted
with responsibility. In a way, the Write Place has everything that's best about Carleton: a
thirst for knowledge, optimism, a refusal to take itself too seriously, value for the important
things (honesty, truth, equality for all students), a belief that every single student should be
cherished and that every single student has unique ideas, one-on-one teaching/mentoring,
and a brilliant computer lab with lovely views.

1 3.85% Everyone benefits from being able to eloquently express ideas. In medical school there is a
common phrase of see one, do one, teach one to describe the process of learning. Learning
to write is very similar. First you read books and observe how professional writers put their
ideas together. Then you try it yourself, then as a writing assistant you can help teach others
how to improve their own writing.

1 3.85% I adored my job as a writing tutor -- I found it was one of the most rewarding parts of my
entire college experience. No joke. There were so many things about it that I loved, but
apart from honing your writing skills, it's good practice at being a person "out in the world" --
communicating and engaging with people at a at a common level despite differences in
status or "power" (student/tutor/faculty), language ability, writing ability, background, subject
matter knowledge differences, etc.

1 3.85% I enjoyed my time at the writing center - it's where I discovered my passion for working with
other writers. It was an opportunity to work in a professional setting on-campus. As an
English major, there weren't many other campus jobs that would have allowed me to
develop my skill set.

1 3.85% I felt the most important thing I gained from writing center experience was a calm and clear
way to communicate and work with others on a writing project.

1 3.85% I have learned to meet with professors and talk to them my ideas before actually writing
them. As a freshman, I never sought appropriate help. Being in the write place taught me
the importance of seeking the help and using the resources that are available to Carleton
students. After working in the writing center, I started to always meet with professors and
talking my ideas through before writing them.

1 3.85% I think it would have been more important if I had worked there earlier in my college career,
but having worked just my senior year, it didn't affect my academics so much, though it did
give me practice teaching, which I applied later.

1 3.85% I think the entire writing center experience was very important in my development as a
college student and a writer. However, I believe that the actual experience of working
one-on-one with other students was as important, if not more, than the training itself. Thus, I
chose "moderately important" instead of "very important."

1 3.85% I think the skills I developed as a writing consultant were some of the most important in
guiding my career path and making me successful.

1 3.85% I was able to work independently, and I believe that it helped me understand how to be in
that strange peer-peer tutoring relationship, where the "power" is unbalanced. That kind of
awareness is going to be very helpful in any kind of work situation. I also just loved my job
as an assistant.

1 3.85% Ibid.

1 3.85% In giving me confidence and challenging me to grow.

1 3.85% In particular, I really came to value the concept of "framing." I saw lots of essays that had
really great ideas in them (and in the heads of their authors), but because the intro
paragraph and topic sentences were unclear, the prof or grader wouldn't be able to see it. I
firmly believe that even a lousy idea presented clearly gets a better grade than a brilliant
idea presented unclearly. I learned that before reading a single sentence of the paper, I
should ask the student what they were trying to say, and jot down an outline of what they
told me. Then, in reading through the paper together, we had an objective metric--does the
text on the page communicate what you told me you were trying to communicate? This
experience really shaped my understanding of "perception" and "objectivity".

1 3.85% It helped me to get to know my peers and professors, learn about different classes and
subjects, and to become a better college writer.

1 3.85% It is all too easy to become an insular student. It is through working with others that we come
upon and refine our own ideas. It is how knowledge is made.

1 3.85% It's a little difficult for me to remember how my work affected my development as a student. I
know how much it affected my career development, but I was less aware of it's impact
during my first years working there.

1 3.85% My position was rewarding, and I enjoyed working with the students. Looking back, having
the opportunity to do more discipline-specific work would have been useful. In particular, I
would have enjoyed engaging in conversation about the techniques and considerations



used in scientific writing as compared to other fields of study. As I take on more teaching
and mentoring roles, I think that the lessons I learned in the ASC will become more relevant.

1 3.85% My time at the writing center was a central part of my academic development at Carleton: it
provided me with a space for continuous engagement with issues in writing, even as my
classes changed and writing assignments came and went. It was also the most important of
my Carleton experiences in preparing me to work as a college-level instructor.

1 3.85% The writing center's free services and thoughtful assistants were invaluable.

1 3.85% Working as a writing assistant enabled me to work with many professors and learn both
what they were looking for from an instructor's point of view, as well as how to deal with
many types of personalities that did not always click with mine but with whom I had to make
it work nonetheless - well that was only one professor really, but it was nonetheless an
important experience.

1 3.85% Working as a writing consultant made me a more capable writer, a more confident mentor,
and a more humble person. It made my thinking less self-centered and more other-centered.
That said, I still have a lot to learn.

1 3.85% Working as a writing consultant was an incredibly valuable learning experience for me as a
writer and as a person. Learning to trust others to take the lead in developing their own work
was an especially important skill for me, and not necessarily one that came (comes?) easily
to me (erm, I'm kind of a "fixer" by nature!). Collaborating based on a belief in other people's
ability to succeed has been a skill that I've returned to over and over in my personal and
professional lives.

1 3.85% Working at the writing center figured into my identity and priorities at Carleton. It was a way
for me to learn, serve, and be involved in the community. It helped me develop leadership
skills which were important at Carleton and will continue to be.

1 3.85% Working at the writing center helped me to remain organized and aware both in my own
work and in the work of the students I assisted.

1 3.85% Working at the writing center was a very professional job and I appreciated the ability to
examine different pedagogical approaches to student writing.

26 Respondents

Q17. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Count Percent

11 30.56% Yes (please explain)

Count Percent

1 9.09% Anyone who plans to have a job after college and is competent at writing should apply to
work there. If taken seriously, the experience will be invaluable during the first several years
out of college.

1 9.09% Great experience! And I'm sure it has a lot to do with my current desire to pursue journalism,
which combines my love for people and my love of writing.

1 9.09% I hope that the Carleton Write Place continues its mission for many, many, many more
years. Also, I loved that it is located in a tower. It felt like I was going to work in a castle. And
the lamps are pretty awesome, too.

1 9.09% I miss you Kathy, Gene, and Robbie! :) I am also immensely pleased that I helped create
this survey last year, and now it is up and running. Very cool.

1 9.09% Keep up the great work! Working in the Writing Center and with Kathy provided wonderful
mentorship and was a highlight of the undergraduate experience!

1 9.09% Overall, a wonderful program, for students and assistants.

1 9.09% THANK YOU!

1 9.09% Thanks for following up. I think the writing center does great work!

1 9.09% Thanks Kathy! All the best from Bangladesh.

1 9.09% The writing program at Carleton in incredible in that it improves rhetoric across the board, for
consultants and their peers. Further, it teaches students how to work collaboratively in a
positive and constructive way. I have confidence that skill is going to be priceless as
students move into careers and graduate work.

1 9.09% Training in how to deal with anxiety as a new writing consultant. How to deal with a new
position of perceived authority. Thanks, Kathy. I appreciate your thoughtfulness and
consistent reflection on how to make the Writing Center a more welcoming and effective
place. Starting the day of my interview, you taught me that being a writing consultant was
not just about writing, but about building relationships with clients.



25 69.44% No

36 Respondents

Q18. If you wish to identify yourself, please do so here:

Count Percent

26 100.00%

Count Percent

1 3.85% Alyssa Lubet

1 3.85% Andrea P.

1 3.85% Anne Doering

1 3.85% Becca Hahn

1 3.85% Elizabeth Downing

1 3.85% Ellie Camlin

1 3.85% Emily Schulman

1 3.85% Haven Leeming

1 3.85% Jessica Krzeminski

1 3.85% Jon Fraser

1 3.85% Laura (Wallace) Derksen

1 3.85% Laura Kaliebe

1 3.85% Maureen Burns

1 3.85% Michael Duyzend

1 3.85% Mikaela Hagen

1 3.85% Molly Klane

1 3.85% Molly Parsons

1 3.85% Mya Dosch

1 3.85% Ping Khuan Sim

1 3.85% Rachel Carroll

1 3.85% Ryeon Corsi

1 3.85% Sam Robson

1 3.85% Sasha Korobova

1 3.85% Tyler Mackey

1 3.85% Wells Harrell

1 3.85% Wil Morrison

26 Respondents
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