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Project Name: 
Water Supply Rehabilitation Project
Project Location:
Moyale and Yabelo Districts, Borana Zone, Ethiopia



CARE Contact:
XX
Background
In the spring and summer of 2008, food prices inflated across the world, causing a global food crisis.  For Ethiopia, the crisis has been a complex emergency caused not only by rising food and oil prices (nationally and globally), but also drought, seasonal crop failure, general inflation and decreasing purchasing power.  This emergency is affecting people across the country, in both rural and urban areas.  During the spring and summer, food grain prices increased, forcing families to sell livestock or allow them to die.  
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In June 2008, the Ethiopian government estimated that 4.6 million people were affected by the crisis, and CARE estimated that at least 75,000 children were suffering from severe acute malnutrition.  In order to meet the needs presented by this crisis, CARE focused on providing food, treating cases of severe malnutrition (particularly among children), preventing epidemics such as malaria, promoting hygiene and water purification, providing animal feed and healthcare, distributing water and rehabilitating water sources.   Ensuring access to safe water was particularly critical, as unsafe water leads to diseases like diarrhea that exacerbate malnutrition by robbing the body of nutrients.  For children, these diseases can be fatal if not treated properly. 

Water and Sanitation
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Even outside of crisis periods, Ethiopia is characterized by some of the worst health conditions in the world. Water-related and water-borne diseases rank among the ten highest causes of death in the country, particularly for children and people in rural communities.  Less than 40 percent of the country’s population has access to clean drinking water. The extremely low access of rural Ethiopians to potable water (13 percent) and basic sanitation (6 percent) contributes to high levels of childhood malnutrition due to repeated water- and sanitation-related illnesses and impacts, particularly during times of stress, such as droughts. Water-related health 
issues also directly impact the capacity of families in Ethiopia to engage in livelihood activities and to maintain basic nutritional standards.  

The humanitarian situation has been further compounded by failed seasonal rains in many parts of Oromiya reigion – particularly in the Borana zone – with dramatic effects on livestock. In pastoral areas of the country, poor rains have an effect on water and pasture availability, which seriously impact livestock. Approximately 85 percent of Borana’s population is predominantly dependent on availability and accessibility of water for both their livestock, drinking and personal hygiene.  These deteriorating conditions in the Borana zone have led the government, donors and aid agencies to appeal for assistance for more than half a million people in order to address the needs in relation to water and sanitation. 

The humanitarian impact of these various developments is becoming apparent. The Ethiopian Government Disaster Management Food Security Sector (DMFSS) has identified the Borana zone as one of the main hot spot areas in relation to WASH-related issues. Indicators pointing to a deterioration of the humanitarian situation include increased admissions of severely malnourished children to treatment centers. The poor quality of drinking water, as well as a lack of safe sanitation facilities, has also lead to an outbreak of water-borne diseases such as acute watery diarrhea (AWD). 
CARE’s Response
In partnership with government and other nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), CARE conducted rapid assessments in February and March 2009 and identified the following priority actions for the area:

· Increase availability and access to improved water sources;

· Provide hygiene and sanitation education to reduce the intensification of AWD; 

· Decrease time spent on fetching water by women and girls; and

· Provide methods of water conservation and storage to safeguard both people and livestock from the effects of drought.

Through a partnership with Human Rights First, CARE is implementing a comprehensive water and sanitation project in the Borana and Afar zones of Ethiopia to ensure that: 
1)  The target population has sustainable access to safe water supplies of adequate quantity;
2)  At least 80 percent of the target population has access to hygiene and sanitation education;   

3)  At least 50 percent of the target population demonstrates improved hygiene behaviors.
As one component of this larger effort, the proposed Water Supply Rehabilitation Project aims to sustainably improve the health and livelihood of a families affected by severe drought in the Moyale and Yabello districts of the Borana zone (see map above).  The project will be implemented from May to December 2009 and will directly benefit 20,000 people in the villages of Dide Guch (Moyale) and Harbule (Yabello).
Project Activities
To ensure successful project implementation, CARE will work with a number of partners, including local water and health offices, international NGOs such as HelpAge International and Global Water Initiative
, and community-based organizations working in the area.  Specifically, support from Donor Name will be used to:
1) Construct/rehabilitate 1,000 meters of water supply pipeline and two clean water reservoirs; and
2) Provide hygiene and sanitation education to improve the overall health of the targeted communities.  
Construction of the reservoirs will provide an improved clean water supply to these communities and will be implemented in four stages:

· Excavation:  Clear and excavate the site

· Masonry:  Build and waterproof framework

· Concrete:  Fill framework with concrete 

· Accessories:  Add accessories (pipes, ladders, manhole covers, etc.)

Access to a clean water supply will go a long way toward reducing water-related disease in the target areas, especially among young children.  Drinking contaminated water causes repeated bouts of debilitating diarrhea.  This threatens the health of the child and jeopardizes the livelihood of the family, who must forego normal activities to care for young ones.  Women and girls are particularly affected by water-related issues – both as the primary caretakers of children and as the ones responsible for collecting water each day to serve all of the family’s needs.  They usually have to walk more than an hour each day to fetch water from the nearest source.  This leaves little time for women to pursue other productive activities, such as income-generating opportunities, or for girls to join the boys attending school.   

In addition, the project’s education component is in line with the program’s overall goals:  to reduce diarrhea and other infectious diseases and prevent/reduce conflict among communities due to the shortage of adequate water supplies for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene. Improved awareness about hygiene and sanitation – including hand washing, safe disposal of feces, and collection and storage of water in a clean, covered containers – will contribute to families’ health and reduce the prevalence of water-related diseases.  
Budget
To implement the activities described above, CARE seeks a total of $45,000.  A line-item breakdown for this amount is provided below.
	Item
	Amount

	Personnel (CARE staff salaries and benefits)
	$2,730

	Materials, Services and Consumables (construction materials, equipment, supplies, etc.)
	$37,820

	CARE HQ Technical and Administrative support (9% of total)
	$4,450

	Total
	$45,000


Conclusion
A lack of access to clean water is threatening the lives and livelihoods of families in the Borana zone of Ethiopia.  By increasing access to clean water and educating communities on hygiene and sanitation, this project will help fight the transmission of water-related diseases and improve health, especially among children.  On behalf of the families who will directly benefit from this project, CARE thanks Donor Name for consideration of support for this life-saving work.

April 2009
CARE is helping communities in the Borana zone of Ethiopia to have increased access to clean water and improved hygiene practices, reducing


 incidence of water-related diseases. 











Children under 5 are especially at risk of life-threatening diseases caused by a lack of access to clean water.
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