Friday, July 15, 2011
To Whom It May Concern:
It is a pleasure to write a letter of recommendation for Lyra Statts.  I taught her in my English 3020 Introduction to Composition Studies during the Spring of 2007 and developed a relationship with her as an advisor.  Since that time, I have kept in touch with her as a mentor and am certain that she is prepared to excel in your Education program and to succeed as a teacher. 

First and foremost, Lyra is a thoughtful and rigorous reader, writer, and thinker.  In this English 3020 course, she tackled complex pedagogical theory and was able to not only understand but synthesize it with her own practical experience.  Her reading responses were always thorough and insightful.  Her contributions to class discussion responded sensitively to the issues swirling about yet provided new provocative material to consider.  

While Lyra’s reading work was outstanding, her writing work was also exceptional. Her work on Freire and critical pedagogy in her final portfolio was particularly notable.  There she employed her own personal practical experience to make a case for an engaged, liberatory classroom that teaches literacy as a form of empowerment and a platform for citizenry locally and globally.  Ultimately, Lyra’s intellect comes alive through her passion for such topics and is powerful and persuasive to colleagues and students alike.

Whether in class discussion or group work, when Lyra talks, people listen.  Her fellow students turned to her as a leader who is compelling, not because of her authoritarian stance, but because of her informed understanding.  I am certain Lyra would arise as that kind of leader in your program and would become that kind of respected voice in the classroom.

While a personal tragedy may have prevented Lyra from following her dream the past few years, the power of her passion for education and ambition to be an educator has sustained her.  Her literacy has been a lifeline in these difficult times as she learned to express herself authentically and to better understand the world into which she has been thrust both intellectually and emotionally.  She has learned to overcome a family member’s paralysis and is ready to move forward with her own life goals.  I hope you give her a chance.

I can think of few students I would recommend so highly.  Please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Elizabeth Howells

Associate Professor of English, Director of Composition

912.344.2867   Beth.Howells@armstrong.edu

