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Ray, Sen

VC defends
decision on
varsity wall

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Santiniketan, July 19: Vis-
va-Bharati vice-chancellor Ra-
jat Kanta Ray today defended a
decision to construct a bound-
ary wall around the varsity’s
campus, days after Amartya
Sen criticised the move.

Speaking at an event orga-
nised by the Pratichi Trust in
Bolpur on July 13, the Nobel
laureate had said: “These
walls are enormously big....
They are more like Presidency
Jail than any other wall I can
immediately think of.”

He had also said constr-
uction of the wall went again-
st the tradition of Tagore. “Ra-
bindranath might have want-
ed to remove walls from class-
es,” Sen had added.

Vice-chancellor Ray said:
“We have not destroyed Guru-
dev’s vision. We have protect-
ed nature (within the camp-
us). If we had not done it, then
it (nature) would have been
wiped out.”

Ray said the construction
of the wall was “rational” and
had a “broad justification”.
“There may be different opin-
ions in this regard and they
may be right. Professor Am-
artya Sen had often referred to
positional objectivity. There
may be opinions which can be
contradicting,” he said.

Ray also referred to a letter
by governor M.K. Narayanan,
dated April 2011, and said: “He
wrote that construction of a
wall does not go against the vi-
sion of Tagore.”

“The wall was constructed
following a recommendation
by a high-level committee,” he
added.

College clash
Behrampore, July 19: Three
persons, including an assista-
nt sub-inspector, were injured
today in a clash between stick-
wielding supporters of a Con-
gress-affiliated students’
union and activists of the Tri-
namul Chhatra Parishad at
the Behrampore College.

During the clash, Congress
Chhatra Parishad activists da-
maged furniture and allegedly
heckled the college principal,
Samaresh Mondal, and ransa-
cked his office.

Police said Congress Chha-
tra Parishad activists, armed
with bamboo sticks, came to
the college at 12.15pm and at-
tacked a meeting of Trinamul
Chhatra Parishad supporters.

To Mamata rally, with a smile
NARESH JANA

Keshpur, July 19: Kohinoora
Bewa will attend Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s July 21 rally, but with-
out a heavy heart for the first
time in 17 years.

Kohinoora is the widow of
Abdul Khalek Ali, who died
with 12 others when police bu-
rst tear gas shells and fired on
Youth Congress supporters on
July 21, 1993, during a march-
to-Writers’ programme.

She, along with her 28-ye-
ar-old son Shajahan, has atten-
ded Mamata’s “martyrs’ day”
rally on July 21 every year.

“We attended the rallies
with tears in our eyes and hea-
viness in our hearts,” Kohi-
noora said at her home in
Keshpur, West Midnapore.

“But this time it is differe-
nt. We have buried our sorro-
ws and are joyous because Ma-
mata has become chief minis-
ter,” the 50-year-old added.

Mamata, then the minister
for railways, had arranged a
signalman’s job for Shajahan
in December last year and
given the family a much-need-
ed source of regular income.

“We were having a difficult
time farming our small, 18-cot-
tah plot,” Kohinoora said.

She said the events of July
21, 1993, still haunt her.

“We had heard that there
was trouble in Calcutta,” she
said.

She “panicked” when her
husband did not return even
two days after the incident. “I
contacted local Youth Congre-
ss workers who had gone to
Calcutta with my husband
and they began to search for
him,” Kohinoora said.

“My husband was found
lying on a railway station plat-
form with a festering wound
in his stomach.”

Khalek was admitted to the
Midnapore district hospital fr-
om where he was referred to
Calcutta’s SSKM Hospital.

Khalek died two days later.
“I went to Mamata and bro-

ke down in front of her. I asked
what would happen to my chil-
dren and she promised me he-
lp,” Kohinoora said.

She said Mamata had given
her Rs 1.10 lakh with which
she married off her two dau-
ghters, and a job for her son.

Khalek’s widow said she
felt her prayers were answered
when Mamata became the chi-
ef minister. “It appears that
my husband did not die for
nothing,” she said.

After years of grief, Kohin-
oora said she was “looking for-
ward” to the July 21 rally. “We
now want to shed tears of joy
… I want to celebrate July 21
for the first time in 17 years.”

Like his father, Shajahan
calls Mamata his leader. He is
a Trinamul activist and hails
the party’s showing in the As-
sembly elections as the peop-
le’s answer to the CPM’s
“reign of terror”.

He said Mamata had not fo-
rgotten that he is the son of a
“martyr”. “It was because of
her that I got a job, which came
as a blessing to our family.”

However, Shajahan, whose
second son was born yesterd-
ay, said he had a cause for dis-
appointment. “I wanted a dau-
ghter and had thought of nam-
ing her Mamata. But I could-
n’t. After all, I can’t control my
fate,” he said.

Kohinoora Bewa

Not invited,
says Cong
OUR SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, July 19: Congress
leaders are undecided on atte-
nding Mamata Banerjee’s July
21 rally at the Brigade Parade
Grounds because they are yet
to receive invitations.

The rally is to celebrate Tr-
inamul Congress’s recent elec-
toral success and commemor-
ate the deaths of 13 Youth Con-
gress activists who were killed
in police action on July 21,
1993, when Mamata led a mar-
ch to Writers’ Buildings as the
then state youth Congress
president.

“I have no idea about Ma-
mataji’s rally. Less than 48 ho-
urs are to go (for the rally), but
neither Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Pradip Bhat-
tacharya ji nor I have received
an invitation from Trinamul,”
Shakeel Ahmed, the Congre-
ss’s minder for Bengal, said.

“Congress workers are
sentimental about participat-
ing in the rally,” the AICC gen-
eral secretary.

Shakeel said it would be
“difficult” for him to attend
the rally “if the invitation rea-
ches us late”.

AICC general secretary K.
Keshava Rao, the then minder
for Bengal, attended Mamata’s
rally at Esplanade last year.
“Mamataji had requested me
to attend her rally almost a
week in advance,” Rao said
from Hyderabad.

Congress leaders had been
organising a separate rally on
July 21 every year till 2009
when Mamata joined the UPA-
II government at the Centre.

PCC chief Bhattacharya,
who is in Delhi, said he had le-
arnt from the state party he-
adquarters that no invitation
from Trinamul had reached it.

Trinamul leaders refused
comment when asked why
Congress leaders have not re-
ceived invitations.

“This is basically a Trina-
mul-sponsored rally but Ma-
matadi will take a decision on
whether the Congress will be
invited or not,” a Trinamul
general secretary said.

‘Fake’firm
dupes job
seekers

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Chakdah (Nadia), July 19:
Around 100 youths from vari-
ous south Bengal districts tod-
ay lodged complaints with the
Nadia police chief, alleging th-
at they had been duped by a
Chakdah-based recruitment
agency.

The youths, most of them
in their twenties, alleged that
the agency had taken Rs 50,000
from each of them, and also th-
eir passports.

The agency had lured the
youths by putting ads in news-
papers of recruitment at a
food packaging plant in Pola-
nd.

The youths, who came fr-
om North 24-Parganas, Nadia,
Hooghly, Burdwan and even
Calcutta, became suspicious
when they called the agency
but found that the phones had
been switched off.

The youths also found the
agency’s Chakdah office loc-
ked.

Dulal Patra, of Sodepur in
North 24-Parganas, said: “We
became suspicious when the
phones were found to be swi-
tched off. Not only have we lost
Rs 50,000 each, our passports
are lying with them.”

Job balm
for 1993
widow


