July 22, 2011

To Whom It May Concern,

I confirm that I have known Lyra Statts for 4 months.  As Institute Director for the Georgia Teaching Fellows – Southwest, Ms. Statts was under my supervision in her student teaching component this summer, and in her training curriculum in the afternoons and evenings.  During this time, Ms. Statts has proven to be an effective teacher whose goal is to close the achievement gap.  Her dedication and perseverance served as a role model to others within the program.  In the Summer Institute program, Ms. Statts learned best practices for working with high needs students in a high needs environment.  She readily adapted to the increased demands presented to her and willingly accepted new roles as they were given to her.  As she was completing Summer Institute, she also found time to study and pass the GACE content area exam in social studies, which is a difficult feat given the amount of work that Institute requires.  She is a natural leader with a soft-spoken ability to get the message across while being mindful of the various personalities surrounding her.  

At all times I have found Ms. Statts to be dependable, reliable, hard-working, conscientious, and willing to go the extra mile.  She would be a wonderful addition to any school that seeks to employ her.

I'm happy to provide further information if required. 

Yours faithfully, 

Tracy E. Blunier

Georgia Teaching Fellows-Soutwest Institute Director

tblunier@tntp.org

