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Gary Ray 

Doctrinal Statement 

Article One - God 

I believe in one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah. 45:21-22; Mark 12:29; James 2:19) who is three co-

equal persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Both the New and Old Testaments declare the unity of 

God. (Mark 12:29 ―The Lord our God is one God.‖1 Corinthians 8:4, ―There is none other God but 

one.‖ Mark 12:32 ―For there is one God and there is none other but Him.‖ Galatians 3:20 ―God is one‖ 

Ephesians 4:6 ―One God and Father of all.‖ James. 2:19 ―You believe there is one God, you do well.‖1 

Timothy 2:5 ―For there is one God.‖). Matthew 28:19 best states both the oneness and threeness by 

associating equally the three Persons and uniting them in one singular name. Other passages like 

Matthew 3:16–17 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 associate equally the three persons but do not contain the 

strong emphasis on unity as does Matthew 28:19. It appears that there are subordinating relationships 

within the Godhead as well. The Son obeys the Father (John 8:28; 14:31) and the Spirit obeys both the 

Father and the Son (John 14:26; 16:7).  

Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously intended from the beginning to 

redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory. Scriptures attest to both the 

incomprehensibility (Job 11:7 and Isaiah 40:18) of God and the knowability of God (John 14:7; 17:3; 

and 1 John 5:20). God is infinite, so man, being finite, can never know God fully (Isaiah 55:9; 1 

Corinthians 2:10-12). However, He is knowable. Man cannot know God exhaustively but man can 

know true things about God and be in relationship with God Himself (Jeremiah 9:23-24). He is 

knowable because: (1) He revealed his power and divine nature in the natural world around us so that 

men are without excuse (Romans 1:18–32), (2) He has revealed himself in the human conscience 
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(Romans 2:14–15), (3) He has revealed Himself in His written Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and (4) He 

has revealed himself through His son Jesus (Colossians 1:15). 

Article Two – The Bible 

Revelation. Man would not have intimate knowledge of God if God had not made Himself known. 

Left to himself, man would may not look for God, however, the evidence of God’s existence, ―His 

invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 

understood through what He has made.‖
1
 This, the first of the two types of revelation, is called general 

revelation. This is information about God comes to man in the facts, forces, and the laws of nature. 

(Psalm. 19:1-6; Romans. 1:19- 20; 2:14-15). The second type of revelation is referred to as God's 

special revelation. Special revelation is God's intervention to make His will and knowledge available 

that would not otherwise be available through general revelation. The disclosure of "special revelation" 

is at specific times to specific persons and has been generally given through scripture, miracles, and 

through the person and ministry of Jesus Christ. (Exodus 32:16; Psalm 19:7-14; John 14:9). Through 

the revelation of the Scriptures, God provides a clear description of Himself, His character, and reveals 

His plan of redemption in His Son, Jesus Christ. Without this revelation, humanity would not have the 

knowledge necessary to be restored to fellowship with God. 

Inspiration.  I believe that ―all Scripture is given by inspiration of God,‖ (2 Timothy 3:16) by which I 

understand the whole Bible, the 66 books of the Old and New Testament canon, is inspired in the sense 

that ―holy men of God‖ ―were moved by the Holy Spirit‖ (2 Peter 1:19-21) to write the words of 

Scripture without error. In doing so, God even used the personalities of these individuals in the process 

of writing down Scripture exactly as God wanted it to be. I believe that this divine inspiration extends 

equally to all parts of Scripture, whether historical, poetic, doctrinal, or prophetic.  

                                                           
1 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), Ro 1:20. 
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Preservation.  I also believe that God not only superintended the writing down of the Scriptures but 

has continued to superintend the transmission of the Scriptures throughout history. While there is no 

explicit promise in the Scriptures regarding how such preservation would be accomplished, the Bible 

does mention its own preservation (1 Peter 1:24-25). Historically, this is evidenced by the fact that the 

ancient manuscripts that we have, in the original languages, are quite faithful to themselves and the 

variants that exist between manuscripts are rather minor in nature, none of which affect any doctrine 

even though the copies come from different periods in time. Therefore, since God has superintended 

both the writing down and the transmission of the Scriptures throughout history, the Scriptures possess 

divine authority, infallibility, are inerrant, and tell the truth (John 17:17). I believe inerrancy applies in 

the strictest sense only to the originals, but in a another sense to copies and translations as well, that is, 

though there are variants as mentioned above those variants do not change affect any doctrine or truth 

recorded in Scripture. Therefore, they are profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction in 

righteousness (2 Tim 3:16-17).   

Illumination. Though some portions of the Bible are more difficult than others (2 Peter 3:16), the 

Scriptures can be interpreted, and the interpreter can arrive at a correct understanding because of the 

illuminating work of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10-16). It is natural for the Holy Spirit to 

illumine the Bible because He is the author. Only the initial and ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in 

illumination can ultimately convey the acceptance of and confidence in the Scriptures (1 Thessalonians 

2:13; 1 John 2:27). 

Canon.  The word canon (meaning ―ruler‖ or ―standard‖) refers to the books that ―measure up‖ to the 

standard of being inspired by God’s Holy Spirit for inclusion in the Scripture. A book is valuable 

because it is part of the canon, but it isn’t part of the canon because it is or was considered valuable. Its 

authority and place in the canon is established by God and merely discovered by God’s people. It’s 
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really important to distinguish between the determination and the discovery of the canon. God is solely 

responsible for determining; God’s people are responsible for discovery. The fact that a book is part of 

the canon is singularly due to divine inspiration. I also believe that the Holy Spirit, who controlled the 

writing of the individual books, also controlled their selection and collection, thus continuing to fulfill 

our Lord’s promise that He would guide His disciples into all truth. 

Article Three – The Human Condition 

Image. I believe that man was originally created in the image and after the likeness of God (Genesis 

1:26-27; 9:6; James 3:9). The Bible doesn’t specifically say what is meant by the ―image of God.‖ It 

may indicate personality, moral, and spiritual qualities that God and man share (i.e., self-

consciousness, God-consciousness, freedom, responsibility, speech, moral discernment, etc.). Perhaps, 

it may refer to the fact that man rules (Genesis 1:29) and creates as God does thus reflecting God. Man 

does not create out of nothing as God does but creates new things out of existing material. For 

instance, man takes clay and creates a sculpture or utilizes silicon and other materials and creates 

computer chips. The creativity of man seems to reflect the creativity of God and does not exist 

anywhere else in the earthly creation. It seems to me that both of the above suggestions are valid. As to 

the question of whether the image of God refers to man’s physical appearance; it is unknown. The text 

has no indication one way or the other. Many scholars point to the fact that we are told elsewhere that 

God is a spirit (John 4:24; Isaiah 31:3) to prove that we do not have the same form as God. However, 

this proves nothing in regard to the issue at hand. Just because something is spirit doesn’t mean that it 

doesn’t have form. There is not much help with this mystery when we read passages that contain 

visions of God on his throne (Isaiah 6; Revelation 4). In Isaiah 6, we see the Lord sitting on his throne 

and that his robe fills the temple. In Revelation 4, we find that in addition to sitting on His throne He is 

holding a scroll in his hand (we also get a glimpse of his glory). So we have learned that the form of 
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the Father is conducive to sitting on a throne, can wear a robe and that he has a hand. In Exodus 33 

when Moses asked to see the glory of the Father, we really don’t get any additional information. God 

told Moses that He would cover Moses with His hand and that Moses would see His back but not his 

Face. So we confirm in another place in Scripture that the Father has a hand and we find that He has 

both a back and face, which we could have surmised already, but we still have no knowledge of the 

general form of the Father. In Daniel 9 references are made to two persons of the Trinity, The Ancient 

of Days who I take to be the Father and the ―One like a son of man‖ who I take to be Jesus. In verses 

13-14 He is escorted before the Ancient of Days who is on his throne. The Ancient of Days then gives 

Him ―authority to rule, and glory, and a kingdom; so that those of every people, nation, and 

language should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His 

kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.‖
2
 Still, in this passage there is no specific description of the 

form of the Father. After reading these passages, I cannot help but be left with the impression that we 

have the same general form as the Father. Of course, there are those who say that the above 

descriptions are merely anthropomorphisms but I have to wonder on what authority they have come to 

that conclusion. As for myself, I am content to wait until I arrive in heaven to finally find out what the 

Father looks like.  

Composition. Man is a soul or living being, and seems to have two parts (2 Corinthians 4:16-5:4). 

Some, basing their argument upon 1 Thessalonians 5:23, assign three parts—body, soul, and spirit—to 

man. However, spirit and soul seem to be used interchangeably in other places in Scripture (John 12:27 

and 13:21; Luke 1:46-47; at death Isaiah 53:12 and Psalm 31:5). A person does not have a body and a 

soul, but is a body and a soul, neither of which alone make up the whole person. The separation made 

at death between the material and immaterial is an unnatural separation. Since the body is essential to 

                                                           
2 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), Da 7:14. 
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being a human, those who have died long to be united with their imperishable body (2 Corinthians 

5:4). The material is the body, from the dust of the ground. The immaterial is spirit, and can be 

classified in several parts, such as heart, mind, soul, and spirit. At death, the material and immaterial 

are separated (James 2:26; Matthew 10:28). At the resurrection, these parts will be reunited (1 

Thessalonians 4:14, 16; Philippians 3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:49) although the body that we reunite with 

will have been transformed so that they will be like Jesus’ glorious body. 

The Fall. I believe that Adam fell by freely choosing to disobey God’s command, thus causing sin and 

death to enter into the world (Genesis 3:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:14; Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21). As a 

consequence of Adam’s sin, man lost his spiritual life immediately, becoming dead in trespasses and 

sins, and became subject to physical death and the power of Satan (Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 6:23; 

Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:13; 1 John 3:8; 5:19).  The dignity of God in man was thus marred after the 

fall, but is not totally erased.    

Depravity. I believed human depravity speaks of man as he stands before an absolutely holy God 

(Isaiah 6:1-6). Man is as bad off as he can be: he is dead in and a slave to sin (Romans 6:20; Romans 

8:6), God’s enemy (Romans 8:7; Colossians 1:21), and under God’s wrath and condemnation because 

of his guilt (Romans 1:18; Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:6; Romans 5:16, 18).  All men, including 

Christians, have a sin nature, meaning they have an inclination to do sins (1 John 1:8, 10; Genesis 6:5). 

The unbeliever can ―do good things‖ and live a ―moral‖ life, but when measured against God’s holy 

standard all those things are like filthy rags to God (Isaiah 64:6). I reject the view that man has within 

himself the inherent ability to place his faith in Christ or that he, unaided, can or will seek after God 

(John 6:44; Romans 3:11). However, I believe it is clear that God has taken the initiative and launched 

a mission to call all to repentance which is in keeping with the loving side of his character (John 3:16-

18). The result for those who are raised to new life is we are no longer dead in sin, a slave to sin, God’s 
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enemy, or under God’s wrath and condemnation. ―Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those 

in Christ Jesus, because the Spirit’s law of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 

of death. What the law could not do since it was limited by the flesh, God did.‖
3
 

 Article 4 - Jesus Christ 

I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Second Person of the Triune God, that He existed from all 

eternity as the Son of God, (John 1:1, 17:5; Colossians 1:15-16),  that the Father sent the Son into the 

world (John 3:17; 20:21; 1 John 4:10), the Son took on a human nature and body at the incarnation 

(John 1:14; Philippians 2:5-8),  that He is at once both fully God (John 1:1-2; Hebrews 1:3; Philippians 

2:5-8; Colossians 1:15-20) and fully man (Philippians 2:5-8; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 4:15),  that His 

human and divine natures are inseparably united in one Person (Romans 1:3-4). He voluntarily laid 

aside the independent use of His divine attributes and prerogatives, but did not relinquish them, nor 

simply hide them behind his humanity retaining independent use of them, nor did He in any way 

become non-deity (Philippians 2:5-11). If Jesus were not deity, then Christ would be a created being 

and salvation would be impossible.  

Resurrection. I believe that Jesus Christ was crucified under Pontius Pilate, dying for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, was buried, was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 

appeared to Peter, to the Twelve, to over 500 brothers at one time, appeared to James,  to all the 

apostles , last of all to Paul (1 Corinthians 15:1-8). I believe that Jesus rose from the dead in the actual 

physical body He possessed before His death (Luke 24:39) though it was now a glorified version of 

His body that is imperishable (1 Corinthians 15:35-44). Without the resurrection our faith is worthless 

and we are still in our sins and of all men most miserable and to be pitied (1 Corinthians 15:17-19). 

Christ’s resurrection guarantees our resurrection because He is the first fruits of those who have died (1 

                                                           
3 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), Ro 8:1–3. 
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Corinthians 15:20-23). The resurrection also vindicates the teaching of Jesus and confirms His position 

as the Son of God (Romans 1:3-4).  The resurrection of Jesus also signifies that He is both Lord and 

Christ (Messiah of Old Testament prophecy) on the basis of His resurrection (Acts 10:36-43; Acts 

2:22-36). In Matthew 12:39-40, Christ Himself pointed to His resurrection as the final proof of His 

person. The resurrection also constitutes Jesus as the world’s true sovereign to whom everyone and 

everything within creation will bow (Philippians 2:8-11). The resurrection which resulted in the Jesus 

being vindicated and glorified, climaxed in the Lord’s ascension and exaltation to the right hand of 

God on high (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 13:20-21).  The resurrection is not merely a demonstration to us 

that Christ made atonement for our sins, but it constitutes God’s confirmation that the task has been 

completed. 

Article 5 – The Work of Christ 

Salvation.  I believe in the salvation only comes through Jesus, the Son of God, who is the only Savior 

of people (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5), by virtue of His shed blood (Romans 3:25; Leviticus 

17:11; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:14-15; 1 Peter 1:18-19), through His death on the cross (Isaiah 53:4-

12; 1 Peter 2:24). This sacrifice satisfied God’s righteousness (Romans 3:25-26). Salvation is 

completely dependent on the grace of God (Ephesians 2:8), is a free gift of God (Romans 6:23; 

Ephesians 2:8) that man can neither earn nor deserve in any way (Ephesians 2:9). It is applied by the 

work of the Holy Spirit through the revelation of God (John 16:8-11; James 1:18), and is received by 

believing in the resurrected Son of God (Romans 10:9-10; 1 John 5:13).   

When people speak of repentance they may mean one of two different things. We use this English 

word in the sense of a conduct change (turning away from sinful practices). We also use it in the sense 

of a conceptual change (turning away from false ideas previously held). This has led to some confusion 
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concerning what a person must do to obtain salvation.
4
 I think that repentance (defined as a sense of a 

conceptual change) is what is in view when ―repent‖ is used in calling people to Salvation in the New 

Testament (Acts 3:19; 5:31; 8:22; 11:18; 13:24; 17:30; 19:4; 20:21; 26:20). Since the Greek word that 

is translated ―repent‖ literally means ―a change of mind,‖ any other understanding seems to be 

inconsistent. A change of mind should not be viewed as a human work anymore than believing should 

be considered a human work. Also, it is worth stating that a change of mind will result secondarily in a 

change of conduct since the mind is the seat of the will.  

I believe this is one act, placing one’s faith in Christ, is the only way to salvation. No other acts, such 

as confession, baptism, prayer, faithful service, moral reform, conformity to a law code, or any so-

called ―sacraments‖ are to be added to or taken instead of belief as a condition of salvation (John 1:12; 

3:16; Romans 1:16-17; 3:22-26; 4:5; Galatians 3:22). If redemption is, at any point, attributed to 

human action that attempts to make oneself worthy of God or somehow attain forgiveness, it is a works 

based system which is not a path to Salvation but a path to destruction. I believe that once a person 

comes to Christ, he cannot lose his salvation (John 10:26-30). All who are in Christ will remain 

eternally secure in Christ, when one places their faith in Him, they are ―sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit.‖ Who is ―the down payment of our inheritance‖ (Ephesians 1:13–14). Eternal life is not a future 

gift; it is something that has already been secured for us by the work of Christ (John 3:36; John 5:24; 

6:47; 1 John 5:13). I believe those who have placed their trust in Christ are eternally secure. God will 

keep the believer from falling—not one will be lost of all those who belong to the Son (John 6:39–40; 

10:28–29). Those who have placed their faith in Christ are not able to un-place their faith in Christ so 

as to remove the Holy Spirit from them and ―un-save‖ them, for Christ is at work within them 

(Romans 8:28-39; Philippians 1:4-6; Philippians 2:12-13). The result in the life of the one who places 

                                                           
4 Tom Constable, Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003; 2003), Ac 2:38. 
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his or her faith in Christ is that he is reconciled to God (Romans 5:6-11), adoption as children of God 

(John 1:12-13; 1 John 3:1-10; Ephesians 1:5), access to God (Ephesians 3:12; Roman 5:2) and peace 

with God (Ephesians 2:13-22). 

The Gospel. Paul clearly defined the gospel (good news) in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. It says the gospel is 

―that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He 

appeared to over 500 brothers at one time . . . Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last 

of all, as to one abnormally born, He also appeared to me.
5
 

How would you direct someone to Jesus?  This is a question that has many answers. In fact, it would 

vary with each person to whom I speak on the matter. Questions like, ―What kind of God do you 

believe in?‖ ―Do you have any spiritual beliefs?‖ ―Have you heard the good news?‖ are all helpful in 

broaching the subject. I have a very relational style of sharing the gospel and spend time listening to a 

person to find out where they are, spiritually speaking. At some point in the conversation I will go 

through the gospel as outlined in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. I make sure that they understand each aspect 

outlined there and make sure that they understand that salvation is not of works but of faith (Ephesians 

2:8-9). Last of all I explore what they would like to do with this information. Do they want to accept 

the grace of God? Do they have questions that are left unanswered? Do they reject the grace that God 

so freely offers? If they have questions, I answer them. If they place their faith in Christ, I rejoice. If 

they reject the message, I inquire about their reasons for rejection. I know that I may plant another may 

water but God gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6) so I leave the results in God’s hands. 

Article 6 – The Holy Spirit 

                                                           
5 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1 Co 15:3–8. 
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The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Triune God. He is a Person (Acts 5:3) co-equal with the 

Father and Son (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14). The current ministry of the Holy Spirit is to 

convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11). He also restrains evil (2 

Thessalonians 2:7). He enlightens men as to their need for salvation because He bears witness to Jesus 

Christ, (John 15:26; 16:14-15). The Holy Spirit baptizes the believer into the body of Christ and into 

union with Christ at the moment of salvation (1 Corinthians 12:13), by regeneration imparts spiritual 

life at the new birth, (John 3:3; Titus 3:5), permanently indwells the believer (John 7:37-39; 14:16; 

Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 6:19) and is the seal of divine ownership and down payment that guarantees 

the final salvation as well as the inheritance that is promised to the believer (2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5, 

Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30).  Further, His ministry in the life of the Christian includes empowering and 

filling (Ephesians 1:18 ; Ephesians 5:18). By filling I mean He controls or influences the believer in 

proportion to the believer’s cooperation and thus produces the fruit of the Spirit (John 15:16; Galatians 

5:22-23; Ephesians 5:9; Colossians 1:10). He teaches the meaning of God’s Word to the believer (1 

Corinthians 2:10-12; 1 John 2:20, 27), helps him in prayer (Romans 8:26-27) and gives gifts to each 

Christian to equip them for service to God (1 Corinthians 12:7). 

The Spirit was also at work in the Old Testament as a member of the Triune God in the creation of the 

world (Genesis 1:2), giving special abilities to some for artistic and leadership roles (the theocratic 

anointing (Exodus 35:30–33; 1 Samuel 16:13-14). He was involved in prophetic revelation (Numbers 

24:2-3; 2 Samuel 23:2) and the inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures (2 Peter 1:19-21). 

Spiritual Gifts. I believe that a spiritual gift is an ability or capacity to serve the Lord, bestowed by the 

Spirit, as He sees fit, upon all who are saved. While there is a diversity of gifts, each believer is 

energized by the same Spirit, and each is called to his own divinely appointed service as the Spirit 

wills (Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 1 Peter 4:10). I believe Individual believers are given one 



  

 12 

or more spiritual gifts by God for the benefit of the church (Ephesians 4:11-13). Gifts are given for the 

common good of the church, the edification of the church, and the ministry of the church (1 

Corinthians 12:7; 14:12; Ephesians 4:11-12).  

I do not accept the argument that that some gifts of the Holy Spirit (the so called sign gifts), such as 

speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy, temporary and gradually ceased. It is 

difficult to argue this position from Scripture (though some have tried) and as such one may find 

oneself fighting against God in the matter. Far be it of me to tell God what he can and cannot do. That 

being said I also believe that there are a lot of instances these days of people pretending to have the 

―sign gifts.‖ The practice is deceitful and therefore sinful and does more harm than good. The current 

day use of these ―sign gifts‖ is also many times not in keeping with parameters laid out in Scripture. It 

is essential that any use of ―sign gifts‖ should be within the parameters of Scripture as reflected in I 

Corinthians 12-14. I also think it is worth stating that neither speaking in tongues or any other gift has 

ever been the necessary sign of regeneration, the baptism of the spirit, or of the filling of the Spirit 

(Acts 4:8, 31) as is indicated by some churches. This false belief has lead to the above mentioned 

abusive practice in relation to ―sign gifts.‖  

Article 7 – The Church 

Scriptures speaks of both the Universal Church and the local church. The Universal Church is the 

Body of Christ, of which Christ is the Head (Ephesians 1:20-23; 5:23; Colossians 1:18). We can look 

at the Church as an organism composed of genuine believers in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13; 

Ephesians 2:11-22). The Church is distinct from Old Testament Israel (Acts 15:14-18; Rom. 11:25-26; 

cp. Genesis 12 and Exodus 19 with Acts 2 -as to different origin; and Ephesians 3:3-6, 9 -as to mystery 

of Church; and Isaiah 61:5 Exodus 19 -6 with Rev. 19:6-16 -as to different destinies).  
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I believe that all who are united to Christ are members of the Church, His bride, whether Jews or 

Gentiles, regardless of membership in any local church. I believe that local church is the visible 

expression of the body of Christ in a particular time and place. The single requirement for membership 

in the local body of believers is the same as that in the Universal Church, that one be a believer in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. However, since there are no specific rules listed in the Bible as to how one 

associates with a local church, I believe that there is freedom available for the leadership to determine 

process of becoming a member. The local body can require one takes a class, walk to the front of the 

church to declare their joining that body or any number of other requirement. Of course wisdom should 

be employed in creating such requirements. Becoming a member in a local body or not becoming a 

member of a certain local body has nothing to do with one’s salvation. So, whether baptism is required 

for the joining of a local church is up to the local church. It can be one indicator of their faith in Jesus 

as Savior. I also think that believers will have a testimony in the way they live out their lives with 

Christ (Ephesians 2:10) as well as how they came to faith in Christ. These too can be quite helpful 

indicators as to one’s Salvation. One is not saved by works as we know from Ephesians 2:8-9. 

However, the lack of works (i.e. obedience to the Word of God)  in the life of someone who claims to 

be a follower of Christ may raise a red flag to alert us that they may in fact be a tare rather than wheat, 

this may be an indicator that they do not know God (Matthew 13:24-30; James 1:23-27).  

I believe that the local church is an autonomous body solely responsible to preserve its internal unity 

and love (Romans 12:5, 9-16; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Ephesians 4:3, 25; Colossians 

3:14; 1 Peter 1:22),  maintain pure doctrine and practice, elect its own officers, call its own pastors, 

send its own missionaries and settle its own internal affairs (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, 

12; 6:1-5), and determine the extent of its cooperation with other churches (1 Corinthians 16:1–4; 2 

Corinthians 9:1–15). I believe that the local church is God’s ordained instrument for His work and 
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witness in this age (1 Timothy 3:15). I believe the local church should have Elders and Deacons (1 

Timothy 3). Elders should be more focused on the ―spiritual‖ issues leadership of the local body and 

the Deacons on the ―physical‖ issues within the local body (Acts 6). 

Ordinances. There are two ordinances that Jesus commanded his followers to observe. The first is 

water baptism and the second is the Lord’s Supper (communion). They are the only ordinances 

required to be practiced by believers. 

Definition of an Ordinance. A church ordinance is a rite appointed by Christ as visible testimony of 

the saving truth of the gospel. As such, an ordinance (1) must be authorized specifically by the Lord 

Jesus Christ; (2) must be commanded for the church to perpetuate in the gospels or epistles; and (3) 

must observed in the historical church in the book of Acts. Therefore, rites other than baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper, such as foot-washing (which was demonstrated but not commanded by Jesus), do not 

qualify as ordinances. 

Water Baptism. I believe that (1) only born-again believers are candidates for Scriptural water baptism 

and that (2) immersion is the preferred mode of baptism. The predominant meaning Greek word for 

baptism in the New Testament ―is ―to immerse‖ or ―to dip,‖ implying that the candidate was plunged 

beneath the water. But there are also other arguments that strongly suggest that immersion was the 

form of baptism used in the early church. 

―The Didache, a manual of Christian instruction written in a.d. 110–120, stated that immersion should 

be used generally and that other forms of baptism should be used only when immersion was not 

possible.  

In addition, the circumstances involved in some of the biblical descriptions of baptism imply 

immersion. Thus, John the Baptist was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, ―because there was much water 
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there‖ (John 3:23). Jesus apparently went down into the water to be baptized by John (Matt. 3:16). The 

Ethiopian said, ―See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?‖ (Acts 8:36). 

The symbolism involved in baptism also seems to argue that immersion was the biblical mode, 

according to those groups that practice immersion exclusively. Romans 6:4–6 identifies baptism with 

the believer’s death (and burial) to sin and resurrection to new life, as well as the death and 

resurrection of Christ. Only immersion adequately depicts this meaning, according to the immersionist 

position.‖
6
 

While I hold to the importance and practice of the ordinance of baptism, (Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:41) 

Salvation is not dispensed through it in any way. Neither is there forgiveness of sin dispensed through 

participation in it unlike some teach from Acts 2:38. For we find in verse 41 of the same chapter that 

those who accepted the message were baptized which indicates that they had already placed their faith 

in Christ (and therefore Justification had already happened) before they were baptized. Also, we find 

elsewhere in Scripture that forgiveness of sins is based on faith alone (John 3:16, 36; Rom. 4:1-17; 

11:6; Gal. 3:8-9; Eph. 2:8-9; etc.). Furthermore Peter, who is speaking here, later promised forgiveness 

of sins on the basis of faith alone (Acts 5:31; 10:43; 13:38; 26:18). So it seems that we participate in 

baptism as a testimony to the world around us of what Christ has done in us through our Salvation. 

The Lord’s Table. The Lord’s Supper which Jesus commanded us to do ―until he comes‖ has its roots 

in the Passover meal. For the disciples, it was a foreshadowing of what was about to happen, Jesus’ 

crucifixion. The phrase ―This is My blood ⌊that establishes the covenant; it is shed for many‖
7
 in Mark 

14:24 clarifies that for us. However, for us on this side of the crucifixion and resurrection, it is a way 

of remembering what Christ’s finished work on the cross (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:17-30). 

                                                           
6 Ronald F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson's New Illustrated 

Bible Dictionary (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1995). 

7 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009), Mk 14:24. 
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For us the bitterness that the disciples must have experienced is tempered by the knowledge that He 

also arose from the dead! Rather than being a testimony to the world around us, (like baptism) it is a 

reminder to us of the grace that God so lavishly poured out on us through the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus.  

Neither, salvation nor any forgiveness of sin is in any way dispensed through this ordinance. Nor does 

the bread and wine turn into the actual flesh and blood of Christ. However, it is clear that God takes 

communion very seriously. He warned the Corinthian church that taking it unworthily had resulted in 

some coming under judgment explaining that was ―why many among you are weak and sick, and a 

number of you have fallen asleep‖ (1 Corinthians 11:29-30).  

I believe that since there is no prescribed frequency (1 Cor. 11:26) in celebrating the Lord’s Table in 

Scripture, there is freedom as to the frequency of the celebration (even though the Passover meal was 

only once a year). However, the Lord’s Table is to be celebrated by the church until the Lord returns (1 

Cor. 11:26) and that its observance in the church is a picture of the death of Christ and the unity and 

fellowship of the church with Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16-22). 

Article 8 – Christian Living 

Justification. Justification is God’s action pronouncing sinners righteous in His sight. It is an 

instantaneous legal act of God in which He forgives our sins and declares us righteous. It is made 

possible by Jesus’ substitutionary death and our reception of it through faith by grace (Romans 3:20, 

24, 26, 28; 4:5; 5:1; Galatians 2:16; 3:24). In this act, God charges the sin of man to Christ and credits 

the righteousness of Christ to the believer (2 Cor. 5:21). This is a ―once and done‖ action that results 

our being saved from God’s wrath (Romans 5:9). 

Sanctification. The New Testament speaks of sanctification as both something that has been 

accomplished and something that is being accomplished. The most characteristic terms used with 
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reference to sanctification are used not of a process but of a ―once and done‖ definitive act coordinated 

with regeneration and with justification and our identity as saints (1 Corinthians 1:2, 6:11 along with 

and Acts 20:32; 26:18). In Thessalonians Paul affirms that his readers are already sanctified (2 

Thessalonians 2:13) though he also prays that God will sanctify them completely, indicating an 

ongoing process (1 Thessalonians 5:23). This process, by which the believer is gradually transformed 

in heart, mind, will, and conduct and conformed more and more to the will of God and to the image of 

Christ (Romans 6-7:6), is one that we continue in throughout our lives. We are sanctified (set apart) by 

the means of the word of God (John 17:17), the Spirit of God (2 Corinthians 3:18), the church of God 

(Hebrews 10:24-27), and the discipline of the Lord (Hebrews 12:5-11).   

I believe every saved person experiences a daily conflict, a battle, against the flesh; however, adequate 

provision is made for victory through the power of the indwelling Spirit. The struggle nevertheless 

stays with the believer all through this earthly life and is only ended when we move from this life to 

the next. All claims that one can totally eradicate sin in this life are highly suspect at the least and 

unscriptural at the worst. Eradication of sin is not possible in the non-glorified state, but the Holy Spirit 

does provide for victory over sin (Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 4:22-24). Since we, who belong to 

Christ Jesus, ―have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires,‖
8
 we are no longer bound to 

participate in the desires of the flesh. Since we are not bound to fulfill the desires of the flesh we may 

keep in step with the spirit and begin to participate more and more participate in the things of God. We 

can measure our progress by examining our lives in light of the fruit of the flesh and fruit of the spirit 

found in Galatians 5:19-23. As we progress in our sanctification process (or perhaps we might call it 

our maturation process), we will undoubtedly see more of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives than the 

fruit of the flesh. Since the fruit of the Spirit are characteristics of God, it stands to reason that they are 

                                                           
8 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Ga 5:24. 
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in the residence within the believer at conversion when one is indwelt with the Holy Spirit. And, as one 

goes through the sanctification process one will see the fruit of the spirit appear to grow. However, 

since they are the characteristics of God it is more likely that we only see them more because we are 

removing sin in from our lives as we grow in Christ.  

Good Works. I believe that good works have nothing to do with Salvation as I have stated above (see 

Article 5), however, there has been an ―old objection against the doctrine of salvation by grace‖ saying 

―that it does away with the necessity of good works, and lowers the sense of their importance‖ 
9
 so, let 

us examine the question of what part does good works plays. The answer to the question is laid out in 

the great commandment. We are to love God and love our neighbors (Matthew 22:37–40). If we love 

we will obey Him (John 14:15). Part of his command to us is to do good works that he himself has set 

apart for us to accomplish. The cause of our good works stems from God himself because are ―created 

in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.‖ 
10

 See also 2 Timothy 

2:21, where we find that the sanctification process is involved in our good works also because 

purifying ourselves will cause us to be set apart and useful to God for good works. Part of the process 

of sanctifying is also accomplished through the study of His word which equips us to do good works (2 

Timothy 3:17). It is also important to note that we will be rewarded for our good works that stand up to 

the quality test of God (1 Corinthians 3:13–15). These good works also helps fulfill the command to 

love our neighbor. This is understood once we examine some of the good works that God has prepared 

us for. For instance, we are told to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20) there isn’t a much 

better way of loving your neighbor than to help them come to salvation so that they might receive the 

grace that we have so freely received. We are also told that looking after widows and orphans is pure 

                                                           
9 M.G. Easton, Easton's Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1996). 

10 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Eph 2:10. 
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and undefiled religion (James 1:27). Obviously, caring for them would be considered a good work as 

well. But Jesus gave us the greatest view and scope of good works in Matthew 25:35-36. Though it 

probably isn’t an exhaustive list, it does include giving food and drink to those who are hungry and 

thirsty, hospitality, clothing those who need it, caring for the sick and visiting those in prison.  

As mentioned above we have been created to do good works (Ephesians 2:10) and are being prepared 

to do good works (2 Timothy 2:21; 2 Timothy 3:17) so doing good works is part of the normal 

Christian life. Of Course, all of these good works are made possible only by the power of the Holy 

Spirit living in us. 

Article 9 – Christ’s Return 

I believe in the literal, bodily return of Jesus Christ. First Jesus will return to gather His church in an 

event called the Rapture. The sequence of this first event is as follows; ―the Lord Himself will descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord.‖ 
11

 (See also 1 Corinthians 15:51–55) 

I believe that this event, the Rapture, is imminent, meaning that there are no conditions that need to be 

met before this return (1 Thessalonians 5:1f. and Titus 2:13; see also 1 Corinthians 1:7; Philippians 

3:20; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; James 5:7-9; 1 Peter 1:13). No one knows the day or the hour when Jesus 

will return (Mark 13:32; 2 Thessalonians 2:1–3), He could come and might come at any moment 

(Hebrews 10:37) and we are to be prepared for Him (1 Thessalonians 3:13). 

I believe that the seven year period of Tribulation on the earth will follow the Rapture of the church 

and will be climaxed by the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to establish His Millennial Kingdom. This 

return will be in the same manner as his departure, in person, publicly, on the clouds of heaven, with 

                                                           
11 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009), 1 Th 4:16–17. 



  

 20 

power and great glory (Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 19:11-16). During the Millennial Kingdom period, 

Christ will then reign with the Church for a thousand years (Revelation 20:1-6) on the earth (Zechariah 

14:8-11; Isaiah 11:6-10) and Satan will be bound in the abyss (Revelation 20:1-6).   

Article 10 – Response and Eternal Destiny 

I believe in the bodily resurrection of all people, the saved to blessing and eternal life, and the unsaved 

to judgment and everlasting separation from God, hell (John 5:28-29). The resurrection of the 

righteous will take place in three stages, not all at once. The dead in Christ will be raised first at the 

event referred to as the Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:23, 51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17). 

The redeemed of the Tribulation period will be raised before the millennium (Revelation 20:4). The 

Old Testament saints will be raised as well (Dan 12:2). However, scholars are divided over when they 

will be raised, some believe that it will happen at the rapture when the church is taken while others 

hold that it will occur at the second coming. I prefer the second since the descriptions of the rapture 

seem to refer only to those who are in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:23, 51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17). 

The resurrection of the wicked will occur after the Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:11).  

I believe that at death the souls of those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation pass 

immediately into His presence (Philippians 1:21-22), and there remain with the Lord followed by the 

resurrection of the glorified body at which point the soul and body are reunited and shall be with Him 

forever in glory (Romans 8:11; 1 Corinthians 15:50-52; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

I believe the souls of the unbelieving, after their death, remain conscious of condemnation and 

separation from God, followed by the final judgment of the great white throne at the close of the 

Millennium (Luke 16:23; Revelation 20:5, 11-15), when their soul and body are reunited and will be 

cast into the outer darkness from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power (2 

Thessalonians 1:7-9). 
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Current Issues 

1. Spiritual Warfare, demons, Satan. 

Spiritual warfare is very real and we should be prepared for it (Ephesians 6:10-18). I believe Satan is a 

real and distinct personality (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11).  God created a large number of 

spiritual beings known as angels. One of them, Lucifer sinned through pride (Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 

28:12-15), becoming Satan, the self imposed king of 1/3
rd

 of the angels, those who followed him in his 

moral fall. Some of the fallen angels became demons who are active as his agents in his attack against 

God and His purposes (Matthew 4:1-11). Some of the fallen angels are imprisoned, awaiting judgment 

(2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6).  

Since we fall under the ―God’s purposes‖ category, we are also under attack by Satan and his minions 

who seem to have a hierarchy of authority among themselves (Ephesians 6:12). However, we are not 

alone! We are to be strengthened by the Lord’s vast strength and put on God’s armor so that we can 

stand against Satan’s tactics. This is the same strength that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him 

at the right hand of the Father (Ephesians 1:20-23). In that strength we are to put on the armor.  

The Truth, general truth, is to be worn like a belt holds all the garments together keeping them out of 

the way for ease movement. Truth provides freedom (John 8:32). Righteousness is like chest armor 

protecting vital organs. This does not refer to justification but the righteousness of Christ that sanctifies 

us as we practice it in our lives (1 Corinthians 1:30). The gospel of peace on our feet provides a 

stability that gives us peace in the battle because we know where we stand. Our shield is made of faith, 

faith in the Lord and His strength, and can stop and extinguish all the flaming arrows of Satan. The 

helmet of salvation has more to do with the hope of future deliverance than Justification, however, 

both could be implied. The soldier’s helmet gives him a sense of safety as does our salvation both 

remembering justification and the hope of deliverance to come (1 Thessalonians 5:8). The last piece is 
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the sword, the Word of God, is the only possible piece of offensive gear in the whole ensemble. 

According to The Bible Knowledge Commentary, ―Word‖ (rhēma; cf. Eph. 5:26; Rom. 10:8, 17; 1 

Peter 1:25) refers to the preached Word or an utterance of God occasioned by the Holy Spirit in the 

heart. Believers need this ―sword‖ to combat the enemy’s assault, much as Christ did three times when 

tempted by the devil (Matt. 4:1-11).
12

 I think that the understanding that we are to have is that we 

should know the Scriptures so well that we can bring to mind and quote a verse or passage that is 

appropriate to particular situation as a defense effectively parrying the blows of the enemy just as Jesus 

did in Matthew chapter 4.  

2. Homosexuality 

Homosexuality is clearly condemned in the Scriptures (Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Romans 1:26-27) as 

sin. There is no room for it as an alternate lifestyle nor is there any room for any other attempt at 

making it OK. However, homosexuality should not be considered a worse sin than any other. In 1 

Corinthians 6:9-11, Paul equates the sin of homosexuality with other sexual sins and non-sexual sins. 

They are all (the sins) violations of God’s law (1 Timothy 1:9-10) and therefore wrong. However, Paul 

clearly indicates that those who have committed these acts can be ―justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God‖ 
13

 just as some of the Corinthian believers had been. So, 

clearly, those who are involved in the sin of homosexuality can be saved just as those who are involved 

in every other kind of sin. It is hermeneutically unsound to disregard the Scripture’s condemnation of 

homosexuality or any other sin as statements that are culturally bound. And, to conclude that Paul is 

outmoded, a bigot or a homophobe is just not an option. Paul clearly indicated, as does the writer of 

Leviticus, that God is the one who is condemning these acts as sin. Paul was certainly addressing the 

                                                           
12 John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-), Eph 6:17. 

13 The Holy Bible : Holman Christian Standard Version. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009), 1 Co 6:11. 
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culture of his day since homosexuality was rampant in his day. At about the time of the writing of 1 

Corinthians, Nero ―was about to marry the boy Sporus (Suetonius, Lives of the Caesars, 6. 28), an 

incident bizarre only in its formality, since 14 of the first 15 Roman emperors were homosexual or 

bisexual.‖
14

 Paul was merely confronting sins as he should have been doing. 

There has been an attempt to justify homosexuality by saying that people are born this way. However, 

this argument really doesn’t hold water. We are all born sinners. Each of us has a propensity toward 

certain kinds of sin. Whether the drive toward certain types of sin is something we are born with or is 

installed in us during our formative years is irrelevant for those practicing homosexuality. I also reject 

the idea of homosexual marriage. If homosexuality is sin, and it is, then any practice of it is sin no 

matter the context in which it is practiced.  

Anyone has repented of this sin and accepted Christ should take the same kinds of precautions as any 

other person recovering from any other sin; they should walk by the spirit (Galatians 5:16), flee from 

temptation and pursue righteousness (2 Timothy 2:2). Making sure that there is good accountability in 

his or her life wouldn’t hurt either. 

3. Abortion – infanticide – euthanasia 

I believe abortion, infanticide and euthanasia are all violations of the principle of the sanctity of life 

which is directly related to our being created in the image of God. It is clear from Scripture and from 

science that life begins at conception and that God is involved in creating that life (Psalm 139:13-16; 

Job 33:4). Thus, all human life is precious in God’s sight. Since God instituted punishment for damage 

to and death of the preborn (Exodus 21:22-23) thus we can clearly see that abortion is wrong from 

Scripture.  

                                                           
14 John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-), 1 Co 6:9–10. 



  

 24 

Euthanasia is a slightly more sticky issue since today’s science has the ability to keep one’s body 

―functioning‖ long after the spirit has left the body. I believe euthanasia in the sense of assisted suicide 

or getting rid of the ‖inconvenient‖ person such as the elderly, mentally challenged or physically 

challenged is sin. On the other hand I don’t believe it is biblical to continue life support in all cases 

(artificial life support by medical technology). Especially in the case mentioned above where it is clear 

that the spirit has left the body (layman’s medical term ―brain dead‖), it is no use to keep the body 

alive and it is not wrong to end artificial life support. However, it may be convenient or necessary to 

keep the body alive for a time to facilitate organ donation. However, in such cases, the person’s 

medical insurance, the family nor the person’s estate should be held liable for the bills incurred. In 

some instances it may not be clear as to whether the person’s spirit has left the body and in such cases 

it is best to err on the side of caution. Each situation must be dealt with through prayer on a case by 

case basis.   

4. Divorce and remarriage 

I believe Scripture teaches that divorce is permitted only if one of the following three situations exist: 

(1) the divorce occurred when one's mate was guilty of sexual immorality and is unwilling to repent 

and live faithfully with his/her partner (Matt. 5:32; 19:9) and (2) the divorce occurred when one mate 

was an unbeliever and willfully and permanently deserted the believing mate (1 Corinthians 7:15).  

Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 doesn’t providing grounds for divorce but rather an exception to the principle 

of the permanence of marriage. I also advise martial separation in cases of physical abuse. It seems to 

me that this would fall under the same principle of taking care of the widows and orphans (James 

1:27).  

Then the question becomes, ―When is the divorced person free to remarry?‖ I believe that one is free to 

marry after one or the other spouse has remarried. Deuteronomy forbids remarrying the original spouse 
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after another marriage has occurred (Deuteronomy 24:1-5), it is my view that the original marriage is 

no longer in effect at that point. However, up until the time of a marriage one should hope and work 

toward reconciliation. 1 Corinthians 7:15 may leave room for remarriage upon abandonment by an 

unbelieving spouse; however, to me it is a bit unclear as to whether ―A brother or a sister is not bound 

in such cases‖ is meaning that they are free to marry or that divorce alone is what is in view. In any 

case, I believe it is better to give God the opportunity to reconcile the marriage and wait until that 

unbelieving spouse has remarried before moving forward in such matters. It would also be better for 

the divorced person to wait a period of time (I believe 1 year for every 5 married is recommend) so that 

healing can be accomplished. 

Obviously, we must take care to hold as high a view of marriage as Scripture does, while at the same 

time not imposing standards that is more rigid than Scripture itself (as a ―no divorce under any 

circumstances‖ position would). If Jesus and Paul could uphold a high view of marriage while 

acknowledging exceptional cases in which divorce and remarriage were permissible, we must do the 

same. 

5. Social drinking 

I believe it is permissible to drink socially if one does not get drunk or become addicted to alcohol 

(Ephesians 5:18; 1 Timothy 3:3). Proverbs 31:4-7 questions the wisdom of drinking especially in the 

case of a king. Paul said that for him everything was permissible but not helpful and that he did not 

want to be brought under the control of anything (1 Corinthians 6:12). He also did not participate in 

eating food that had been sacrificed to an idol if it was pointed out to him not because he didn’t have to 

right to eat it but for the sake of the conscience of the person who told him (1 Corinthians 10:28-29). 

While I admit freely that I have tried alcoholic beverages on different occasions I currently abstain 

from alcohol not only because I don’t want to get drunk or cause anyone to stumble and that it is 
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unwise for a leader to let go of his faculties through drink but also because when I have tasted 

alcoholic beverages I have not found them to have left a pleasant taste in my mouth. 

6. The role of women in the church. 

God has created both men and women in His image. They are of equal value and dignity as human 

persons. However, God has given them distinct roles and responsibilities to fulfill in both church and 

home. Functional differences between men and women in church and home are expressed in the 

biblical terms ―headship‖ and ―submission.‖ These terms should not be construed to diminish or 

jeopardize the equality in God’s sight of the genders. 

I believe women can serve in all capacities in the local church except for elder (which would include 

the role of Pastor). Scripture places a restriction on women so that they might not serve in a senior 

governmental authority in the local church such as Elder or Pastor, (1 Timothy 2:8-15; 1 Timothy 

3:1). Romans 16:1 specifically refers to Phoebe as a diakonos from which we get our term deacon. It 

is probable that the word diakonos should be understood here as a quite general reference to her 

service of the congregation; but it is very much more natural, particularly in view of the way in which 

Paul wrote the passage, to understand it as referring to the office of Deacon or in this case Deaconess. 

Therefore there seems to be precedent for women to serve as Deaconess as long as the office of 

Deacon is not considered the ruling body as it is in some church traditions. I believe women can lead 

worship, can assist in baptism and the Lord’s Supper, can serve as deacons (or deaconesses), can 

chair church committees, can be consulted by the local church Eldership when decisions are being 

made, and can provide leadership in virtually every other capacity of local church life and should be 

given every opportunity to develop and exercise their spiritual gifts. 1 Corinthians 11:5, 13 indicates, 

that in some form, public prayer and prophecy by women was an accepted practice in the churches 

known to Paul. (The four daughters of Philip the evangelist at Caesarea were known by the fact that 
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they prophesied, Acts 21:9.) I wouldn’t impose my views in the current practices of a church for 

some might feel uncomfortable with women in some of the leadership roles mentioned above. I 

believe consensus is very important in some of these gray areas.  However, if an area is not gray, 

Scripture takes precedence over discomfort. 

 


