
Levittown - MEDFORD - More than 30 juniors

and seniors from high schools as far north as

Bergen County and as far south as Atlantic

County converged at the YMCA Camp Ockan-

ickon on Sunday for the second leg of the

yearlong Martin Luther King Youth Empower-

ment Conference.

This is the first year for the conference,

which had its first retreat in August and will

complete its final retreat and hold a graduation

in the spring.

It is sponsored and directed by the Ce-

ceilyn Miller Institute for Leadership and Diver-

sity in America (CMI) with funding secured

through a partnership with Verizon, PSE&G

and the Robert Wood

Johnson Foundation.

CMI is a nonprofit

organization based in

Bloomfield that is dedi-

cated to the cause of so-

cial justice and

leadership development.

The goal of the conference is to inspire

and empower high school students to become

"effective advocates allies for peaceful social

change on issues of violence, prejudice and

discrimination."

The three phases include a weeklong

summer residential conference, a conflict reso-

lution training weekend and a final spring train-

ing weekend.

"Each phase in the conference centers

on a series of skills related to diversity and

leadership," said Christopher Irving, CMI     ex-

ecutive director for Leadership. "This is a dual

program for teaching leadership skills and how

to use them in a diverse world." 

Irving said last weekend's phase, which

began on Friday and culminated Sunday after-

noon, centered on conflict resolution.

"They did workshops centered around

conflicts in groups, individuals, but also how to

mediate conflict as well in mediation work-

shops," Irving said. The 31 participating stu-

dents were selected by advisers or guidance

counselors in their respective schools. They

then applied for membership in the program

before the final participants were selected.

"We had a pool of

about 80 applicants

and we chose just 40

and these are the

product of that," Irving

said. "There are kids

from North Jersey,

South Jersey, upper

class, middle class, working class. We also

have a transgender student who was part of

our leadership group. It was just an awesome,

awesome group."

Irving characterized the weekend retreat

as an overall success.

"It was an uplifting, engaging and amaz-

ing experience where these kids learned,

laughed and even cried a little bit," he said.
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It was an uplifting, engaging and

amazing experience where these

kids learned, laughed and even

cried a little bit.

“

”Christopher Irving, Executive Director


