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Appalachian Power Co. Spending $82.7 Million on Local Projects
Brian kelley Electricity should begin 

to flow this week to the 
new Lake Forest substation in 
Botetourt County, the first of 
four projects in the Roanoke re-
gion that Appalachian Power 
Co. says are designed to bolster 
its ability to meet increased de-
mand and to improve reliability.

Appalachian will spend $82.7 
million by the time the projects 
are completed in 2012. The com-
pany then will file a transmis-
sion rider with the state to seek to 
have customers pay for the work, 
which likely will mean a 7 cent 
monthly increase for the typical 
residential customer. That filing 
will be in addition to the base rate 
filings the company is required 
by law to file every two years.

For now, more than 700 people, 
both from the utility and hired con-
tractors, are working or will work 
on the projects designed with two 
purposes in mind: carrying more 
electrical load, and building so-
called “double contingency” reli-
ability to meet updated national 
standards. That means if one high-
voltage line goes down, a second 
will be available to carry its load.

“It’s just unbelievable all the peo-
ple who touch a project like this,” 
said Shawn Smith, project man-
ager for the Matt Funk and Hun-
tington Court reliability upgrades.

The work amounts to the most 

substantial physical improvements 
to the electrical system in the Roa-
noke area in the past two decades, 
said Paul Hanson, a senior engi-
neer in asset planning who went 
to work for the utility in 1990.

“These aren’t projects you de-
sign overnight,” he said. Each has 
gone through a three-year process, 
involving meetings with affected 
property owners and residents and 
obtaining state approval. In two 
projects, substations were moved 
from originally proposed locations 
based on residents’ suggestions.

All are designed with the goal 
of keeping the lights on, the heat 
pumps humming and industries 
that employ thousands supplied 
with power in the face of cars 
hitting electrical poles, ice and 
wind storms, lightning and even 
that bushy-tailed nemesis of re-
liability, Sciurus carolinensis.

“Squirrels get on the power 
lines and where do they go? They 
follow the line back to the substa-
tion,” Hanson said. To foil them, 
baffles are installed on the lines 
outside the substation’s fence line.

The projects include:
The newly completed Lake For-

est substation, located off Lay-
mantown Road north of Rainbow 
Forest Baptist Church in Botetourt 
County. This project will ease 
the load on an existing substation 
near the Bonsack Walmart and im-
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prove electric service reliability 
for people who live near Coyne 
Mountain. The $12 million project, 
due to be finished Tuesday, was 
approved by the state in 2008. It 
will give the utility another source 
to switch customers to when an 
outage occurs and will respond to 
the area’s higher risk for outages 
-- what spokesman Todd Burns 
calls the “tree-to-customer ratio.” 
In areas that are heavily forested, 
there’s more chance of an outage 
caused by fallen trees or limbs.

Sunscape, which is a 1.4-mile, 
double-circuit link between an ex-
isting 138,000-volt line off Starkey 
Road to a new substation off Ogden 
Road near Tanglewood Mall, be-
hind Pebble Creek apartments. This 

$14.3 million project, approved 
by the state in 2009, is designed 
to relieve an electrical system in 
Southwest Roanoke and Roanoke 
County serving 11,300 customers 
that has been overloaded for years. 
More than 350 workers from sev-
eral companies are involved in the 
work, due to be completed in June.

Contractor New River Electri-
cal Corp. this month began erect-
ing 100-foot monopoles to carry 
the high-voltage lines. Michael 
Sawchuk, project manager with 
the Cloverdale-based firm, said the 
work meant the company didn’t 
have seasonal layoffs this winter. 
Sawchuk also said he’s had some 
difficulties finding workers locally 

Appalachian Power Co. employees Joseph Ellep (left) and Donald Sterling (right) install 
power lines on Grove Street.
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Millions in state funding 
that local school systems 

feared they would lose was pre-
served in the compromise state 
budget adopted Thursday evening.

The revised two-year spend-
ing plan features roughly $75 
million more for public educa-
tion than the introduced budget.

It includes “hold harmless” 
funding to help school divi-
sions potentially hurt by declin-
ing local revenue and revisions 
to the local composite index, 
a complex formula that deter-
mines school funding based on 
measures of community wealth.

Gov. Bob McDonnell’s bud-
get proposed using that money 
for other priorities, a move that 
would have cost school sys-
tems in South Hampton Roads.

Enhanced education fund-
ing was among many revisions 
to the blended biennial budget 
negotiated by House of Del-
egates and Senate officials, 
who relied on revenue growth.

The package totaling more than 
$80 billion runs through June 30, 
2012, and also provides money to 

improve state mental health ser-
vices, spur road construction, pro-
mote economic development and 
pump money into state colleges.  
Legislators unanimously adopted 
the spending plan, a rarity in re-
cent years when some members 
of both chambers have dissented.

House Minority Leader Ward 
Armstrong, D-Henry County, 
joined the majority in supporting 
the budget plan, noting that, while 
he’s opposed past budgets, the cur-
rent plan does “right by schools, 
police, mental health and all the 
various things in this budget.”

Del. Chris Jones, R-Suffolk, said 
that even though legislators ended 
a day behind schedule, they pro-
duced a quality spending plan as ev-
idenced by its unanimous passage.

Although lawmakers adjourned 
Sunday evening after agreeing on 
the budget, they will return to the 
Capitol later this year to redraw 
legislative district boundaries.

The adopted budget provides 
higher-education funding, including 
$13 million to boost undergraduate 
financial aid for in-state students.

Money is also provided to 
boost science, math and tech-

nology initiatives. And the bud-
get has $11.5 million to increase 
the number of full-time fac-
ulty members at schools includ-
ing Old Dominion University.

Some of those provisions 
fall in line with McDonnell’s 
call for increased investments 
in higher education as part of a 
plan to boost degree attainment.

Another $3 million is built into 
the plan for Eastern Virginia Medi-
cal School, and $1 million is pro-
vided for Children’s Hospital of 
The King’s Daughters in Norfolk.

McDonnell was granted his 
request for hospital funding, 
though his proposal to give $1 
million for the Norfolk tall-ship 
festival OpSail 2012 was not.

Money he proposed for food 
banks and the Norfolk-based chari-
ty Operation Smile also didn’t make 
the final General Assembly budget.

Public broadcasting fund-
ing was reduced in the budget, 
but not phased out as McDon-
nell recommended. The governor 
told reporters Sunday evening he 
will consider cutting more when 
he amends the budget before the 
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Va. woman, 29, charged in 
beating death of boyfriend, 77
Duncan aDams

A 29-year-old woman fac-
es a first-degree mur-

der charge in the beating death 
of her 77-year-old boyfriend 
in his Bedford County home.

A Bedford County grand 
jury returned the in-
dictment Tuesday.

Kristina Pongracz 
previously had been 
charged with aggravat-
ed malicious wound-
ing after a deputy from 
the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office found 
William Herchenrider 
bleeding profusely 
and on all fours May 
4 at the large home Pongracz 
shared with him in Goodview.

Herchenrider survived but 
spent months in the hospital and 
an acute-care facility recover-
ing. Then, on Aug. 25, just hours 
after his return home, Herchen-
rider died while in hospice care, 
said Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Stephanie Ayers.

In Bedford County Circuit 
Court last month, Ayers told the 

court that state medical examin-
ers released autopsy results in 
December that ruled that Herch-
enrider’s death was a homicide. 
Forensic evidence linked his 
death to complications that re-
sulted from the beating, Ayers said.

She said then that 
prosecutors would seek 
a murder indictment.

Pongracz was ar-
rested May 5. County 
sheriff’s Deputy Chris 
Brown testified in Oc-
tober that when he 
responded to the el-
derly man’s home, he 
found Pongracz passed 
out in her underwear 

with “a large amount of blood 
smeared all over her body.”

Authorities have alleged that 
Pongracz beat Herchenrider be-
cause he wanted to kick her out 
of his 3,730-square-foot home.

Herchenrider once served 
as an executive for Del-
ta Star Inc. in Lynchburg.

The case has attracted na-
tional attention. The Nancy 

Pongracz
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County Recommends Redistricting Plan, Public Hearing Scheduled
It’s not quite a completed process, but Prince Edward is well on its way 

to approving a redistricting plan some three weeks ahead of schedule.
The County’s three-member advisory committee presented a recom-

mendation Tuesday evening and the Board of Supervisors agreed to 
advertise a public hearing on the proposal for their March 8 meeting.

There will be some changes-as there usually are with growth/
shifts in population data as detailed with a census, but at a glimpse the 
eight electoral districts would appear roughly as they currently exist.

Advisory committee member Paul Hoffman detailed at the Tuesday eve-
ning presentation that the committee “basically adopted the same philoso-
phy that you instructed us to do” and outlined that they put a high emphasis 
on equalizing potential populations; put a lot of emphasis on contiguous 
boundaries (especially using boundaries that were readily identifiable, 
known to the community); put a strong focus on not having any retrogres-
sion of the minority popularity, especially those districts that have histori-
cally had minority majorities; had a goal of keeping polling places in their 
districts, and a goal of not redistricting supervisors out of their districts.

“We had some challenges,” Hoffman told the board. “The first and 
foremost challenge was what we...call the Longwood problem where 

the Census Bureau put virtually all of the Longwood student popula-
tion in two census blocks - approximately 201 High Street - which 
meant that they weren’t really distributed over the geography of the 
Longwood campus as they actually live, but they were sorta artificially 
lumped into these two blocks. Also, the Longwood population, at about 
2,400, really skewed the population of the Farmville District, so we had 
a big adjustment to make there...in order to equalize the population.”

That, Hoffman also cited, had impacts on the Farmville 
Center District (801), which has been a historically minor-
ity majority or at least close to such district. Adding a large num-
ber of student population - approximately 1,400 - weights that dis-
trict to approximately 66 percent white in terms of its demographics.

While Hoffman said “that would not have been our highest and best 
goal” he offered that they “feel, in terms of those people most like-
ly to turn out to vote, that demographics of that particular district are 
probably a lot closer to balance than it appears numerically on paper.”

The recommended plan places one of the Longwood census blocks in the 
Farmville District and the other in the Center District. That, Hoffman de-
tailed, had “lots of cascade ripple effects throughout the rest of the districts.”

 It was cited that County officials have contacted Longwood and 

roB chapman asked for data that was provided to the Census Bureau for the April 
2010 population of the dorms, per dorm, and to provide a break-
down demographically. Assistant County Administrator Sarah Puck-
ett noted that they will need to report the non-institutional popula-
tion versus the institutional population in terms of the demographics 
because it will be significant for the voting population and that will 
be something that will be noted for the Department of Justice report.

The proposed redrawn lines equalize the population in the dis-
tricts, with a range of 78 people with the lowest district com-
ing in 45 under the perfect target (2,921), the highest is 33 over.

“It should be noted that the minority population in the Coun-
ty dropped from 2000 to 2010 and what we strove to do was to 
ensure that there was no retrogression from the districts as cur-
rently drawn based on 2010 population numbers,” Hoffman said.

The percentage of minority representation increased, drawing on those 
numbers, from 38.42 percent to 40.15 in the Lockett District, 46.2 percent to 
50.51 percent in Leigh, and 53.46 to 55.37 percent in Prospect. Center Dis-
trict, again, appeared to decline, going from 48.83 percent to 33.41 percent.

The committee, which included Hoffman, of the Republi-
See ‘rediStrict’ Pg. 1B
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PROPOSED BUDGET:
STATE EMPLOYEES

Employees will be required to pay 
5 percent toward their retirement, 
but that will be offset by a 5 per-

cent pay raise.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
Provides an additional $75 million 

for public education.

HEALTH AND HUMAN 
RESOURCES

Provides $14.3 million to accom-
modate growth at in the state’s 
program to indefinitely detain 

sexually violent predators, rather 
than the more than $70 million re-
quested by Gov. Bob McDonnell.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Provides $22.6 million for sheriffs 
and $12.4 million for local police 

departments.

COMMERCE and TRADE
Dedicates nearly $46 million to 
eliminate the accelerated sales 

tax, a budget-balancing trick 
passed during the economic 

downturn, for all but the largest 
retailers


