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Journal/Case Study: Explore/Analyze One’s Own Culture 
 

     Evidence has proven that public instruction is shaped by it’s students’ home life and 

culture. The outside community is vital in supporting children’s healthy self-esteem, 

strong identity development and a sense of belonging. These characteristics are critical 

for overall academic achievement. The problem is that English-language learners and 

ethnically diverse children are being marginalized in schools. 

 

     My culture, the Hispanic/Latino culture, obviously has a very profound 

effect on diversity in school. At one time, considered a minority, our population 

continues to grow and either we have taken over as the majority in many school 

systems in California, or we are very close to that. However, many Hispanics 

coming to the U.S. school system as immigrants or children of immigrants still 

have a difficult time assimilating. Conditions have changed quite a bit, compared 

to 50, even 20 years ago. More teachers are bilingual and more teachers are 

also representing a wider range of different ethnic groups. But there is still room 

for improvement. 

 

     There is much about the Hispanic, i.e. Mexican, culture that is stereotyped 

in a very negative way, and I feel this has a very deep affect on that segment of 



the student population. Since nearly every situation in our country is politicized in 

some way, the fact that there is so much heated debate about illegal aliens going 

on, politically, right now, seems to have a diverse affect on all Hispanics--illegal 

and legal. 

 

     And even though illegal aliens are not just Hispanic, I feel that the Mexican 

culture is taking the brunt of the punishment. This is something that should be 

addressed. Children should not be made to feel that they are any less or that 

they deserve punishment for the crimes or misdeeds carried out by someone 

else. As long as these children are members of our school community, we should 

do our best to provide them with the best education possible and fair treatment 

so that they have just as much chance to succeed as anyone else. 

 

     What good does it do to incriminate a segment of our student population? 

What good does it do to segregate them or treat them any different or offer them 

less opportunities for success? As a country, we will always be judged and suffer 

the problems of the weakest links of society, whether these links be minorities, 

the poor or the uneducated. Like the saying goes, a chain is only as strong as 

it’s weakest link. And if that’s true, the goal must be to make every link--in other 

words every student--as strong as possible. It not only benefits them. It benefits 

all of us, as a whole.
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