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PURPOSE: The primary purpose of this course was to introduce the students to the fundamental concepts, the requisite
security, the planning stages, and the management of current data communications technologies.  Topics included:
application layer, internet-working layer, physical layer, internet and wireless, network design, and network security and
management.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES: In order to meet course goals and objectives, students participated in a variety of learning activities
that included reading and studying assigned chapters from the main texts, Fitzgerald's Business Data Communications &
Networking and Dean’s Network + Guide to Networks with CD-ROM, and Visio Pro 2007 Win 32 software; accessing, reading
and studying assigned articles; writing assigned papers, participating in group discussions and team activities; and a course
project. The purpose of this project was to place the student’s study of data communications and networking in the framework
of a real-world environment.

METHOD AND CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION: Evaluation was based on the student’s participation in discussions and the
assignments the student submitted.  Students completing this course were expected to be able to research how data
communication and network models, standards and protocols are formed; plan implementation TCP/IP application layer
protocols, TCP/IP services and addressing; analyze how LAN's and WAN's are connected and document a network design
using Microsoft Visio; assess business needs and plan process improvement through the application of technology; and
evaluate the implications of emerging technology.

 EVALUATION : Mr. Holbert's work was very good. As this course dually builds technical knowledge and "real world"
IT applied skills, assignments are reviewed for their analysis of business functional needs, technical knowledge of
applied technology, teamwork, and clarity and accuracy of IT project proposals. Mr. Holbert made good qualitative
contributions throughout the course in all discussion areas. He demonstrated thorough technical knowledge as well
as thoughtful analysis of the implications of applying technology. His IT modernization project for broadcasting
company demonstrated again his technical, analytical and communication skills but could benefit from a more
specific SOW to ensure expected outcome.

The student has earned a grade of A-.


