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 מעשה ברבי אליעזר

Q. Why does this story appear here? 

 

A. This demonstrates that the types of Jews whose 
ancestors were not enslaved are nevertheless re-

quired to recount the יציאת מצרים story. They are: 
members of the Tribe of Levi (כהנים ולויים) and 

converts. In this case, רבי אלעזר בן עזריה and  רבי

 were רבי יהושע and רבי אליעזר ,כהנים were טרפון

 .was from a family of converts רבי עקיבא and ,לויים

 

 ארבעה בנים

Q. In stating “which God...has commanded you” 

doesn’t the חכם “exclude himself from the 

community,” just like the רשע? 

 

A. No, because he makes clear that he includes 
himself in the community by stressing “God our 

God.” The reason why the חכם says, “What are 
these...which God has commanded you,” is because 
the child is addressing the parent who is already 

knows the laws of פסח. 

 

 והיא שעמדה

Q. “And it is this…” What does “this” refer to? 

 

A. It refers to God’s promise to the prophets to 
redeem us from this final exile. 

 

 צא ולמד

Q. Why are בני ישראל referred to as being מצוינים, 
recognizably distinct? 

 

A. They did not change their names, language, re-
ligion, or style of clothing. 

 

 עשר מכות 

Q. Why do we spill out wine with our fingers? 

 

A. We sprinkle a little wine with the finger to re-
member how the Egyptians recognized that the 
plagues were “the finger of God.” 

Q. Why did Hashem bring these particular plagues to 

afflict מצרים? 

 

A. Each one of the מכות served as a מדה כנגד מדה 
punishment for something the Egyptians did to the 

Jews: (1) דם– They forced the Jews to draw and 
transport the river water all across the country for no 

reason; (2) צפרדע– They would wake up the Jews 
from their sleep in the middle of the night and the 
Jews would groan from the suffering of this cruel 

treatment; (3)  כנים– Because the Egyptians did not 
allow them to take showers, they suffered from lice 

attacks; (4) ערוב– They forced the Jews to risk their 

lives to hunt wild animals; (5) דבר– They made the 
Jews take care of their livestock, even when it threat-

ened their health; (6) שחין– They forced the Jews to 
heat up water for them, so the Egyptians were in-

flicted with hot sores; (7) ברד– The Egyptians 
frequently threw stones at the Jewish slaves; (8) 

 They made the Jews tend to their vineyards, so –ארבה

their crops were destroyed by locusts; (9) חשך– They 

imprisoned many Jews in dark, isolated cells; (10)  מכת

 They planned to kill the Jews, Hashem’s –בכורות
firstborn. 

 

 הלל

Q. Why do we eat a meal in the middle of הלל? 

 

A. Hallel is actually composed of two distinct parts. 

The first two chapters speak of יציאת מצרים and of  הר

 while the remainder relates to the future ,סיני
redemption. In order to emphasize the difference 
between these two parts, we interrupt them with the 
meal. 

 

 מוציא מצה

Q. Why do we make the ברכה of המוציא on two and a 

half מצות? 

 

A. The תורה refers to מצה as “poor man’s bread.” 
Just as it is the way of a poor man to use a broken 

loaf of bread, here too we are to use a broken מצה. 
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 סימני הסדר 
Q. Why is it so important that the סדר 
has a specific order? 

 

A. (1) Since we are like kings and queens, 
it is only fitting that our lavish affair has a 
precise order of events. 

(2) To remind us that everything that    
Hashem does is in a well thought-out or-
der. 

 

 קדש
Q.  How is tonight’s קידוש different from   

the festival קידוש throughout the year? 

 

A. (1) In addition to being a regular 

 sanctifying the festival day, this is ,קידוש
also one of the Four Cups of wine which 
our Sages enacted that every person 
should drink on this night. 

(2) During the year, there is an option to 

make קידוש over bread. Tonight, we must 
make it over wine.      

(3) During the year somebody else may 

make קידוש on your behalf. Tonight, 
every person must drink the cup of wine 
him/herself. 

(4) During the year we are permitted to 
bring in the Festival (or Shabbat) early 

and make קידוש while it is still light. 
Tonight, however, we may only make 

 .after nightfall קידוש

 

Q. Why is no ברכה recited on the מצוה of 
drinking Four Cups of wine? 

 

A. There is no ברכה because the מצוה is 
performed in four separate parts with 
interruptions in between. 

 ורחץ
Q. Why do we wash our hands at this point? 

 

A. The law requires us to do so before eating a food 

dipped in liquid (the next step of the סדר). This is in 
order not to impart the liquid (and thereby the food) 
with ritual impurity from our hands, for ritual impu-
rity is transmitted more easily to a wet substance.  

 

 ּכרפס
Q. Why do we dip a vegetable in saltwater tonight? 

 

A. (1) To reflect the opposite emotions felt at the 

 table. On the one hand, we remember the harsh סדר
slavery which our ancestors endured in Egypt, repre-
sented by the “tears” (saltwater). On the other hand, 
the act itself of dipping resembles royalty, as we cele-
brate our freedom on this night. 

(2) The purpose of this dipping is to remember that 
the entire slavery experience in Egypt began because 

 s brothers faked his death by dipping his coat in’יוסף
animal blood. 

 

 יחץ
Q. Why is the middle מצה broken into two pieces? 

 

A. To signify the double nature of (1) :מצה The 
smaller half becomes “poor man’s bread,” while the 

larger is symbolic of the קרבן פסח which is to be 
eaten in a manner of majesty and royalty. (2) The 

smaller piece is an “exile” מצה, over which we 
remember the slavery of our ancestors in Egypt; the 

larger piece is a “redemption” מצה with which we 

look forward to the day when we will eat the  קרבן

 .once again פסח

 

 

 

 

 מגיד
Q. Why do we not recite a ברכה before fulfilling the 

 ?יציאת מצרים of recounting מצוה

 

A. (1) We do not recite a ברכה on a מצוה that has no 
minimum prescribed amount. (2) We do not make a 

  .ברכה itself is a הגדה and the ,ברכה on a ברכה

 

 הא לחמא עניא

Q. Did our ancestors really eat מצה in מצרים? The 

 ?only mentions it when they left תורה

 

A. The Egyptians were so cruel that they never gave 
the Jews enough time to let their dough rise into 

bread; they were forced to live on מצה. 

 

 מה נשתנה

Q. Why does the  מה נשתנה not include a question 
about the Four Cups of wine? 

 

A. The Four Cups of wine are a Rabbinic מצוה, and 
in the  מה נשתנה we only ask questions about Biblical 

commandments, (or Rabbinic מצוות added to Biblical 

 מרור .is a Biblical requirement; 2 מצה .Thus: 1 .(מצוות
is essentially a Biblical requirement (in the times of 

the Temple); 3. Dipping is carried out with 4 ;מרור. 

Leaning is carried out when eating מצה. 

 

 עבדים היינו

Q. “God took us out from there.” Could Hashem 
have waited to do this? 

 

A. The Jewish people were living in מצרים for an 
extended period, during which time they were influ-
enced by the surrounding culture. If Hashem had not 
taken the Jewish people out at that very moment, 
they would have been trapped there forever.  


