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by beth schwartz  |  photography by mike stotts

The Gumpert Apollo (one of only two in the U.S.) made an appearance at the 2010 Targa Trophy Triple Crown Road Rally Championship 
held in Las Vegas to coincide with the SEMA Show in November. It’s a street-legal car that’s also ready for the race track produced by 
German automaker Gumpert Sportwagenmanufaktur GmbH in Altenburg, Germany.
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RALLYON!

The crème de la crème of the automotive 
world is purring with more combined 
horsepower than you could even begin to 
count between the Porsches, Lamborghinis, 
Jaguars, Bentleys, BMWs, Aston Martins, 
and Ferraris that have arrived in Las Vegas for 
the final leg of the 2010 Targa Trophy Triple 
Crown Road Rally Championship. Using 
CityCenter as a starting point, approximately 
40 teams have descended onto Aria Hotel & 
Casino for the third leg of the competition, 
the Desert Championship Finale, in early 
November. 

Following in the great tradition of road 

rallies held around the world -- Monte Carlo 
Rally (the first in 1911), Rallye Sanremo, 
Tulip Rallye, and Tour de Corse - Rallye de 
France -- the Targa Trophy Triple Crown is all 
about the car purist, according to its founder 
Jason Overell. 

“When it comes down to the way we have 
our events formatted, it’s way more about the 
performance end of the event. There are a lot 
of automotive events that are like fluff, but 
Targa Trophy is like a game. There is a whole 
criteria you have to abide by, which makes our 
event more authentic all across the board. It is 
really more for the automotive purist and not 

the partier,” Overell says of the Targa Trophy 
road rally which he established in 2007.

The criteria are simple, each team starts 
out with 1,000 points for each leg and 
points are then deducted for a variety of 
infractions. Overell explains that you can 
“limit the amount of deductions by hitting 
all the checkpoints and even hitting bonus 
checkpoints. So basically the way the 1,000 
points works is you want to get as close to 
1,000 as possible.” Another challenge facing 
road rally enthusiasts is that the routes are not 
revealed prior to the race.

But it’s not just about the game playing and 
staying closest to the 1,000-point range. Some 
players are here to see their idols. Brothers 
Allen and Bill Wu, who are participating in the 
Targa Trophy Triple Crown in a Lamborghini 
Murcielago decked out in a hard-to-miss 
camouflage print, are akin to rock stars in the 
road rally community. They were the winners 
of Spike TV’s “Bullrun” reality show during 
season three. 

Everyone seems to know the Wu’s or 
know of them and their antics which were 
on full display during the reality show based 
on the trans-American Bullrun road rally of 
the same name. The televised version has 12 
teams compete in a 4,000-mile (6,400  km) 
18-day road rally to win a grand prize of 
$200,000.

Road rally veterans of at least 20 races, 
the Wu brothers explain that they have two 
gas tanks on their Lamborghini so they don’t 
have to stop unnecessarily. “Getting pulled 
over can ruin your whole race,” explains Allen 
who cites police scanners as a necessity as well 
as light changers and memberships in police 
charity organizations.

The brothers are well known for playing 
pranks and bending the rules, i.e. they have 
brought along a Dodge Charger tricked out as 
a police car which offers an amusing sideshow 
to the array of exotic super cars. Going into 
the final leg, the Wu’s are in ninth place 
overall. They placed second in San Francisco 
with 928 points, and racked up a less than 
stellar 614 points in San Diego. 

Arizonian Brian Miller watched “Bullrun” 
and decided being in a road rally would be 
fun. His strategy is “Don’t get lost, don’t be 
first, don’t be last. We want to be right in the 
sweet spot,” says Miller, who plans to drive his 
Porsche Cayman S in the Porsche Concourse 
the following weekend. “It’s essential to have 
a navigator who is a good friend and can read 
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a map. It’s a competition but you want it to be fun,” Miller says of his 
first Targa Trophy race.

Miller’s strategy of “don’t be first, don’t be last” may be confusing 
but road rallies are not about speed, rather rallying is a form of auto 
racing that takes place on public or private roads. This motorsport is 
distinguished by running not on a circuit, but instead in a point-to-
point format in which participants and their navigators drive between 
set control points, leaving at regular intervals from one or more 
starting points. Rallies may be won by pure speed within the stages or 
alternatively by driving to a predetermined ideal journey time within 
the stages.

The Targa Trophy Triple Crown falls in the latter category. Overell 
reminds the assembled car enthusiasts, “this is not a race, it’s a rally” as he 
gets ready to dispatch each of the teams on their Desert Championship 
Finale way. 

For those who don’t heed the rules and instead feed their need for 
speed, they will be the recipient of the Bonehead Award. And those 
who come in last will receive the Slowpoke Award. And, of course, 
there’s also a Hard Times Award for the team who just had a bad day 
with nothing going their way.

Coming into Las Vegas with the overall lead is Californian Rado 
Kalla who drives a bright orange Lamborghini Gallardo Spyder, and 
by day is a dental technician. “It’s all about calculating the time and 
speed limit,” Kalla offers. “The key challenge is to get mileage, and time 
accuracy.” 
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He and his navigator Mark Bauman won in 
San Diego with 1,048 points. They were able 
to rack up 75 points by going the extra mile 
and performing a task. “We just happened  
to hit the right gas station and get the map,” 
says Kalla.

However, the duo did not fair so well in 
San Francisco earning 850 points. Bauman got 
sick and they had to stop seven times, hence 
the team’s lower point total. In the end Kalla 
names luck as his overall strategy promising 
“we are gonna take it.” 

Teammates Travis and Jelle have come 
from Canada for the rally. Their strategy is to 
have fun and not take it too seriously as they 
are first-timers. Driving a pearlescent ivory 
Lamborghini Murcielago LP 640, the duo has 
a GPS, map and computer on board. “We use 
the wind and the stars,” jokes Jelle of their 
navigational technique. He explains that Travis’ 
wife was relieved to be rid of her navigating 
duties once Jelle and his wife agreed to come 
along on the trip. 

Everyone steadfastly acknowledges that the 
navigator is just as key as the driver. Husband 
and wife team Chris and Abigail Tromba 
believe their ten years of marriage will serve 
them well as they know exactly how the other 
thinks. Driving a yellow Lamborghini Diablo, 

the two are also first-timers. 
“A friend of mine does road races so she 

coached me,” reveals Abigail. “Our strategy 
is not to crash or get pulled over. As long as 
he does what I tell him to do, we will do just  
fine.” Then she adds, “I like to go fast so it will 
be fun.”

One team that doesn’t seem to be too 
concerned about knowing each other so well 
are Las Vegans Shayla, who is a novice, and 
John Lisenby, who has four road rallies under 
his belt. Lisenby ran in both the San Diego 
and San Francisco legs of the race but with a 
different navigator. Although he and his former 
navigator did work out as a team, they didn’t 
work out as a couple so he recruited Shayla 
who has only recently moved to Las Vegas 
from New Zealand. Driving a cherry red 
Lamborghini Murcielago, they begin the Las 
Vegas leg in 10th place overall with 715 points 
scored in San Diego and 825 points from the 
San Francisco leg.

Teams, who each shelled out a $1,000 
entry fee for the opportunity to win $30,000 
in prizes, are given their course instructions 
as they exit the parking lot. For this particular 
race, Leg 1 is a 170-mile roundtrip to Red 
Rock National Conservation Area, Mount 
Charleston and Las Vegas Speedway. There’s a 

lunch break and then it’s on to Leg 2, Valley of 
Fire, Lake Mead, and Boulder City, which is 
130 miles. It’s an approximately five- to seven-
hour course. And they are off!

True to their word, Canadians Travis and 
Jelle took their sweet time and received the 
Slow Poke Award with a time of 6 hours and 
49 minutes. Brian Miller from Arizona did 
very well for a first time outing, coming in 
24th at 6 hours and 22 minutes. Other novices, 
Chris and Abigail Tromba, came in 18th with 
a time of 6 hours and 12 minutes. In spite of 
never having rallied together, John and Shayla 
placed 15th at 5 hours and 18 minutes with a 
2,364-point total. The Wu brothers came in a 
very respectable 6th with a time of 5 hours and 
20 minutes, and 2,416 points. 

As for the winner, it was just as he 
predicted -- Rado Kalla and co-pilot Mark 
Bauman were crowned the 2010 Targa Trophy 
Triple Crown Road Rally Champions with 
2,646 overall points. 

“We did really well in the first rally, and 
we knew we had a pretty good lead. We knew 
as long as we did somewhat okay we could 
win the whole thing. But it’s pretty awesome,” 
Kalla says of winning his first series. “It’s a 
great surprise and accomplishment for a first-
time rally driver.” q

RALLYON!

Enrico Del Mar drove a BMW 335 to take first place 
with 951 points at the Desert Championship Finale 
(Las Vegas leg) of the 2010 Targa Trophy Triple Crown 
Road Rally Championship.

Rado Kalla (left) and his navigator Mark Bauman (second from right) celebrate their victorious win of the 
2010 Targa Trophy Triple Crown Road Rally Championship at Aria Hotel and Casino’s Gold Lounge.


