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Erie 1 BOCES invites your students to The 
Islands of Enlightenment, a completely virtual 
world that promotes content knowledge, 
literacy, and 21st Century skills through a 
new and unique learning experience.
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Islands of Enlightenment is a safe virtual world 
that provides students with a unique and 
rigorous learning experience and promotes 
critical thinking, collaboration, and innovation.

The Islands of Enlightenment 
Project is a virtual environment 
hosted at Erie 1 BOCES, in West 
Seneca, New York.

Using the platform of Reaction Grid, 
virtual “islands” have been created.  
In these completely closed 
computer-based environments, 
students interact using avatars, or 
digital representations of 
themselves.  These avatars can 
walk, run, and in some cases even 
fly across the various islands.  More 
importantly, students, through their 
avatars, can explore, learn, problem 
solve, and collaborate with other 
students.  The virtual environment 

promotes learning in a new and 
creative way.
One of the Islands of 
Enlightenment is dedicated to 
Understanding the Holocaust.  

On this island, students can 
explore a representation of Anne 
Frank’s Annex and an interactive 
Holocaust Museum.  

This multidimensional project 
involves traditional 
learning methods that range from 
reading the famous non-fiction 
book, Anne Frank: Diary of a Young 
Girl, to having a virtual environment 
experience where students can 
role-play, create an exhibit like a 

museum curator, make 
machinima (movie making), as 
well as a multitude of 
multidisciplinary standards-
based learning outcomes.  

Features of the project include:

• Giving students a safe 
experience in a virtual 
environment.

• Provide a “minds-eye” view 
of history.

• Provides Common Core 
experiences across subject 
areas.

This virtual learning experience is now 
available to school districts in the Erie 1 
BOCES region. 

This service includes two full days of 
curriculum and technology training for 
teachers, so that they will understand 
how virtual environments work and why 
they are effective for student learning.

Coordinators will help the teacher(s) 
implement a program in their school 
and will train teachers to manage 
student-created content.   

For more information, contact Andrew 
Wheelock at awheelock@e1b.org.
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