
       October 17, 2010

Admissions Committee
College of Education
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico  78131

Dear Committee Members:

It has been my pleasure to know Ms. Tasha-Kay Hott since August 2009 when she 
enrolled in my class on New Mexico history. She has since taken my classes on United 
States History to 1877 and United States History since 1877.

Ms. Hott was an excellent History  student. My records show that she earned high grades 
on all exams, including two exams in which she earned 99% scores in HIST 161 and 
HIST 260 and a 101% (with extra credit) in HIST 162. She did equally well on essay 
assignments, scoring as high as a 101% (with extra credit) on an essay in HIST 260. She 
followed directions carefully, met deadlines, and, most importantly, communicated well 
verbally and in writing. Not surprisingly, she earned A’s in all three courses. Her A in 
HIST 260 was particularly impressive because it was (1) the most challenging course I 
teach, (2) the highest level course I teach, and (3) an intensive eight-week summer 
course.

I am happy to hear that Ms. Hott is majoring in Elementary Education. All of the 
characteristics that have made her an excellent student will make her a fine teacher. In her 
words, “I love children and wish to help them to have faith in themselves, while sharing 
my hope and joy with them.” It is highly commendable that  her goal is to teach in a low-
income, underprividgled school. While most teachers avoid such assignments, she is 
eager for the challenge to help  the many students who will truly benefit  from her 
intelligence and teaching skills.

Based on her excellent academic record and her potential to be an outstanding teacher, I 
recommend Ms. Tasha-Kay Hott for admission to the College of Education without 
reservation and with great enthusiasm.

Sincerely,



Richard Melzer
Professor of History


