
therotundaonline.com FEATURES 10.5.11 7

Jamie Clift
Features Editor

   On Saturday, while all 
of my friends at Longwood 
were basking in the glory of 
Oktoberfest, I was far away, 
sipping tea and eating scones 
with the descendants of men 
who fought on the losing side 
of a conflict that took place 150 
years ago. I received a certifi-
cate that states that I now of-
ficially belong to Chapter 1616 
of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
(UDC).
   When I told people what I was doing this 
weekend, I got a lot of confused looks. A large 
amount of people ask me why I’m doing this. I 
have a lot of reasons — but before anyone else 
asks, I firmly believe in racial equality, I do not 
want the South to rise again, and I know that 
secession is wrong.  Really, the reason I did it is 
because I love Civil War history and genealogy 
and this is an organization that is really about 
these two things.
   I was literally born to be a Daughter of the 
Confederacy. To become a full-fledged mem-
ber, you have to be able to prove you are blood 
related to a Confederate soldier or to someone 
who aided the cause of the Confederacy. To get 
my certificate and earn the right to call myself 
a Daughter of the Confederacy, I had to submit 
several generations of birth certificates and sev-
eral pages of paperwork to the Registrar, a tiny 
woman of about 70 who I met with about four 
times over the summer, usually at a gas station. 
Basically, the compilation of these things proved 
that I was the great, great, great granddaughter 
of James Monroe Clift, a private in the ninth 
Virginia Cavalry Regiment. Thanks to that, I was 
invited to attend the organization’s annual tea.
   Saturday was certainly an adventure. My 
enthusiastic mother and my cousin Kim, a Civil 
War re-enactor, had made sure that I had period 
clothing to wear. This consisted of a hand-
stitched blouse, a long skirt and a slip. I thought 
I looked like a farmer’s wife, which would have 
most likely been my 19th century occupation. 
My mom thought I looked “adorable.” 
   My grandma and my Aunt Julie, who were 
also being recognized as new members at the 
tea, picked me up at noon, and we proceeded to 
the church. We didn’t want to be too early, so we 
wandered around a few local cemeteries, look-
ing for our confederate relatives. They, being 
dressed in 21st century clothing, wanted to do 
something else, but I didn’t want to risk any of 
my high school acquaintances seeing me dressed 
up and thinking that I had become Amish.  The 
cemeteries were our safest bet.
   We arrived at the church where the tea was 
being held and were greeted by several older 
women dressed in period clothing — or, rather, 
they were all dressed like Scarlet O’Hara before 
the war. I thought my outfit was a little more 
realistic, considering my ancestors were all 
privates in the army. It was apparent to me that 
they had not consulted a re-enactor when choos-
ing their outfits, but I felt a little out of place.
   These women also wore impressive medals on 
deep red ribbons. Some bore the names of ances-
tors; others were shaped like little flags. I’m sure 
that all of them have certain significance, but as 
of now, I’m clueless as to how you get all of the 
medals — though I’m anxious to find out. 
   They didn’t really care that I was dressed to 
milk cows, or that I didn’t know the names of 
the various fancy desserts on the table and how 
to eat them properly, or that I didn’t have a rib-
bon covered in fancy little medals. They were 
much more concerned with telling me how glad 
they were to have me there. I was, by far, the 
youngest member — I would dare to say I am 
the youngest member by 30 years. 
   I’m excited about becoming a member, but I 
know that there are certain stereotypes attached 
to my new title; I know that one of my profes-
sors once described the UDC as, to paraphrase, 
a group of blue-haired old ladies who all wish 
they were married to Robert E. Lee. I’m not go-
ing to say that this description is entirely inaccu-
rate, but I will say that there are a few exceptions 
to this description and that there is a bit more to 
it than that. They also like to travel around the 
state to hear speakers on life during the Civil 
War, and they volunteer at local museums and 
give to charities and send letters of encourage-
ment to soldiers stationed overseas. 
   I’m sure that soon I will have more interesting 
stories to tell about my time with the Daughters 
of the Confederacy — my grandma has prom-
ised to make me a “belle of the ball” dress, and 
Aunt Julie says that we’re going to get UDC 
“bling.” I know why I’m doing this, but there 
is a tiny voice somewhere in my head asking, 
“What have you gotten yourself into?” Only 
time, and the very fancy UDC newsletters, will 
tell.

Tea With the 
UDC

*** This editorial is an opinion stated by the writer and 
does not represent the views of The Rotunda or Longwood 
University.

Megan Wade
Asst. Copy Editor

   One of the requirements that comes with the territory of be-
ing a professor is the publication of articles or papers in vari-
ous books or academic journals. We often forget that on top 
of teaching, professors are usually busy conducting research, 
tearing through sources, and editing and revising what they’ve 
already written. Members of the English faculty from the Long-
wood Department of English and Modern Languages have been 
particularly busy lately with their own pending publications. 
The following literature lovers are currently working on various 
contributions to their field that will hopefully see publication 
within the next year or two.
   Associate Professor of English, Dr. E. Derek Taylor, is currently 
working on several projects. He recently finished an essay on 
18th century notions of heaven that has been accepted and is set 
to be published in a book of essays due to be released in about 
a year. Taylor has also been working on a long-term project he 
described as “exciting stuff.” He is working with Cambridge 
University Press on a multi-volume series collection of the works 
of English writer Samuel Richardson. Taylor has previously pub-
lished articles on Richardson’s works and is working on editing 
Richardson’s last work, "The History of Sir Charles Grandison," 
for the multi-volume series. Taylor is also working on co-editing 
the literary academic journal "The Scriblerian and the Kit-Cats" 
with the assistance of student internship assistant Jessica Staf-
ford.
   Dr. Robert L. Lynch, associate professor of English, is currently 
working on a book about American author Willa Cather and 
Impressionism. He is co-authoring the book with his wife, Dr. 
Sonja Lynch, who is an associate professor of English at Wart-
burg College in Waverly, IA. Lynch said, “I’ve been working on it 
for close to a decade,” and he hopes to finish it and get it printed 
within the next year or so.
   Associate Professor of English Larissa “Kat” Tracy is currently 
on sabbatical and is using her time away from teaching to put 
the finishing touches on her book, "Torture and Brutality in 
Medieval Literature: Negotiations in National Identity." This is 
Tracy’s second book overall and it is the culmination of many 
years of research. “I have spent more than six years working on 
this book in some form or another, but I didn’t actually sit down 
and write the manuscript until 2008,” said Tracy. The book focus-
es on the reality of the use of torture in medieval times. Dr. Tracy 
reported, “Ever since 'Pulp Fiction,' the general public seems to 
equate ‘medieval’ with ‘torture,’ and I’m trying to disprove that 
by looking closely at the literary sources.” The book is due out 
in February 2012, and Tracy received a generous grant from the 
Cook-Cole College of Arts and Science Faculty Excellence Fund 
to help cut the publishing cost, ultimately making the book more 
affordable for the general public.
   While impossible to include every professor from every depart-
ment on campus, all of them are constantly working on interest-
ing projects alongside of teaching. Most of them are also more 
than happy to share what they are working on when students 
ask them. Sometimes professors are even looking for students to 
contribute ideas or quotes for papers or articles, which can easily 
earn a student a citation as a student contributor in a published, 
academic text. So next time you have some free time in between 
classes and see a professor with an open office door, pop in and 
ask them how they are and what are they currently working on.

When Professors 
Pick Up the Pen
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   During Winter Break 2010, Amanda Krzywicki 
took her first steps into Kampala, Uganda as part 
of a two-week mission trip to aid its children. 
Introduced to Abaana (the Christian charity that 
sponsored the trip) by 2010 Longwood alumna 
Mallory Short, Krzywicki became a part of some-
thing that would change her life. “[When I got 
there], I loved it there, loved what I was doing, 
[and knew I was] definitely coming back.” 
  This year, with help from Abaana, Krzywicki 
is helping facilitate another trip to Uganda this 
December to return to the same streets in Kam-
pala she walked a year before without the help of 
any school sponsored organization. She is one of 
14 college students from the United States to go 
on this trip. Other Longwood students attending 
will be Katie Beals, Anna Grieb, Erica Hazelwood, 
Kate Locke, Emberli McGann, Shannon Rosedale, 
and Holly Smith. The trip will bring along three 
students from Virginia Tech, one student from 
Tennessee and two students from Georgia. 
   “I have spent my last five summers working in 
Central America, and though my heart has been 
there for quite some time, I’m ready to experience 
something new,” said junior Shannon Rosedale. 
“I’m excited to see how my heart and mind will 
be opened to new things, meeting new people 
and getting to be a part of some amazing healing 
that is going to be taking place on this trip.” 
   While in Kampala, the students will stay at a 
host home sponsored by Abaana and spend two 
weeks helping both homeless children around 
Kampala and the boys living in an Abaana New 
Life Home, a transitional home for young boys 
11-18 years old. These boys turned to Abaana 
after being orphaned, running away from abusive 

homes or being turned out when their families 
could not afford to take care of them anymore. 
They stay at the New Life Home for several years, 
doing chores and learning about different trades 
and how to enter the workforce, then leave the 
home at 19 when they are considered adults. 
   “It’s disappointing that I won’t see some of 
them, but it’s nice to know that their bed will now 
be full by someone who needs it. Those are the 
boys I really connected with,” said Krzywicki. 
“The average age is 15 and they are really, really 
mature. They live on a dollar a day and are one of 
the youngest populations in the world. Here they 
are, 15, and I’m 19, and they know more about life 
than I will ever will.”
   “I have lived such a privileged life as far as ma-
terial things and education goes, but these boys 
have had very little and have been through so 
much and still are filled with so much joy! They 
have so much faith and my hope is that I will 
learn to appreciate what I have been given more 
and my faith grows exponentially,” Longwood 
student Holly Smith explained. “While there we 
will be doing ministry with the boys in several 
different ways, like leading Bible studies in small 
groups with them, serving food and doing what 
Abaana calls “street reach” by going into the 
streets, talking [to them], and giving out [things 
like] soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste.” Krzy-
wicki said that due to the quality of dental care in 
Uganda last year, many children were unaware 
how to use a toothbrush, let alone what it was. 
While in Kampala, Krzywicki also hopes to start 
a movement to improve the quality of drinking 
water that the children drink there, as she was 
informed by previous residents of the New Life 
Home that they were developing typhoid and 
malaria. “I’m excited for my eyes to be opened 
more,” said Krzywicki. “I know what I’m getting 

into, but there’s so much more that I can do.” 
   Fundraising is still underway and members of 
the group are not only accepting donations, but 
are also hosting event nights and selling T-shirts 
and necklaces (made by John, one of the boys 
Krzywicki met in the New Life Home) for $15 
each. The next fundraising event will be on Oct. 
24 at Buffalo Wild Wings from 5-7. If anyone is 
interested in attending a future fundraising event, 
donating, buying a shirt or necklace, or even just 
interested in Abaana or the trip, they can log on 
to the trip blog at www.edembe.tumblr.com or 
contact Krzywicki at amanda.krzywicki@live.
longwood.edu.

Students to Aid Children in Uganda Over Christmas Break

During Winter Break 2010, Kelsey Talbot sits with some 
children as they read their new Bibles.
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Upcoming FUndraisers For 
abaana Uganda mission Trip Monday, october 24

5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Buffalo Wild Wings

Saturday, october 29
5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Chick-fil-A

thurSday, noveMber 3
5 p.m.-7 p.m.

Moe's
Please visit www.edembe.tumblr.com

for more details or contact
amanda.krzywicki@live.longwood.edu


