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PITTSBURGH FASHION GURU MENTORS YOUTH

PITTSBURGH – Co-founder of Pittsburgh Fashion Week spoke at Bash Against Bullying June 4, 2011.

Miyoshi Anderson teamed up with The Girls Club of Pittsburgh late last year to mentor the city’s female youth.

“We are delighted to have Miyoshi on board,” GCP Vice President Amanda Bracken said. “She is a great influence on our girls.”

Anderson graduated from Pittsburgh’s Creative and Performing Arts High School and Point Park University. She has modeled for commercial and fashion designers like Calvin Klein and Tommy Hilfiger. Anderson also hosts and had a supporting role in the 2010 Tyler Perry Movie “Why Did I Get Married Too?” Anderson co-founded Pittsburgh Fashion Week in 2010 with Pittsburgh writer LaMont Jones. 
“Pittsburgh Fashion Week was my ultimate success, and I’d like to take this downtime to give back to the city that gave me so much,” Anderson said. “It’s an honor to be in the presence of such influential women as well as Pittsburgh’s future influential women.”
Bash Against Bullying at Phipps Conservatory aimed to educate Pittsburgh women about bullying among young girls and prevention practices. Teachers, parents and girls ages eight through 18 attended the event.
“I thought the speakers were a great addition to the event,” Bash Against Bullying guest and middle school teacher Rebecca Hines said. “Miyoshi’s story especially was so relatable.”

Anderson told a story about the beginning of her modeling career. She also noted that in her teenage years she was mocked for being “lanky and tall.” After turning the  ridicule into a positive for her career, she learned that the bullying was not over yet.
“For me, bullying began with agents telling me that I wasn’t thin enough or my nose was too wide,” Anderson said during her speech. “While I didn’t call it bullying at the time, it certainly was.”
Anderson said that modeling industrialists expected her to change things about herself, but she’s glad she didn’t.

“Because I had a strong mother behind me, we would leave an agent when things would get like this,” she said.

Fellow models would tease, too, according to Anderson. 
Other guest speakers included WTAE anchor Kelly Frey and Duquesne University basketball coach Suzie McConnell-Serio. Frey and Serio are also Pittsburgh natives.
“My lack of material things led to bullying situations at school,” Frey said during her speech. “I started fighting back and actually got into a physical altercation.”
Anderson has been working with the GCP since January 2011 and has participated in workshops and educational events to train herself on bullying.

“The biggest misconception about bullying is that the victim is simply weak,” Anderson said. 
 The GCP is a non-profit organization that aims to assist female youth with issues like bullying, relationships and education.
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