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 Why I chose Child Development
     As I listen to my friends and family, it seems that few people know what they want to do as their life career until later in life.  Fortunately, ever since I was in third grade, I have wanted to be a teacher. I remember being in elementary school and aside from playing Barbie’s, which I did a lot, I would play school. I remember having my “students” form a line outside my bedroom door and picking the straightest line just like my teacher did. I would invite them in and teach my students all sorts of things. I do consider myself lucky to know what I want to do, and even luckier to be on that path.

     After I graduated high school I attended Sacramento City College for a year. While at Sacramento City College besides my general education classes I decided to take criminal justice courses.  I was seriously considering going to the police academy, as my immediate family and family friends are in law enforcement.  However, after going on several ride-alongs with a Redding police officer, a Sacramento parole agent and a Sac County sheriff, I realized this was not a job for me.  Also at Sacramento City College I met with a recruiter to possibly join the Coast Guard hoping to become a rescue diver.  I am a strong swimmer and very driven, but again after researching and investigating the program, I decided it was not for me.  

     I transferred to Chico State a year later and decided to stick with my original plan of becoming a teacher. I knew that to become a teacher I could major in Liberal Studies, or Child Development.  I knew my interest was in the preschool to second grade age group, so it seemed the more appropriate major would be Child Development.  When I declared Child Development as my major, I got some backlash from a few family members.  They believed that only Liberal Studies majors got the teaching positions and Child Development was for “babies”.  Although I listened to this I also knew in my heart that I loved children, and that to know as much as I could about children’s growth and development, that I had chosen wisely.  Also in my heart, I knew that one day I wanted to be a mother and by having a degree in child development I would be that much more prepared.     

     I am happy I chose this major. I have met so many new friends, and have become part of a small community within a college. My major makes sense to me and I actually enjoy it.  If I had to do it again I would still major in Child Development.  And, who knows, should I not become a teacher one day, I have a major in college that can lead me in many different ways.  Child Development provided me with a background that fulfills my passion, my knowledge about children. 
