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THANKFUL FOR A FAMILY 
WITH THE MCFADDENS OF RURAL ANDOVER, 16-YEAR-OLD MICHAEL HAS FOUND A FAMILY, BECOMING ONE OF THE FEW TEENS NEEDING HOMES WHO ACTUALLY FIND THEM. 

   In the fall of 1996, Patrick and Jalene McFadden were closing in on a leisurely life of semiretirement. Then in their early 50s, they looked forward to traveling more, eating out more and working less. Their daughters were leaving the nest. Micaela, the oldest, had married in May. Monica was living at home and attending Wichita State University. Moneisa was a senior at Andover High school. 
    But semiretirement was not to be for the rural Andover couple. Instead, they adopted a 14-year-old who had spent half his life in foster care. 
    "We thought to ourselves, at the end of 10 years, we can say that we went here or did this or that, or we can say we spent that time helping a child," Patrick said. 
    They have not been sorry. Michael McFadden is a sophomore at Andover High School, a lanky kid who wears a size 13 shoe, laughs easily and often, and never fails to tell his parents he loves them when he walks out the door. 
    He looks and acts like any other 16- year-old, but Michael knows his story is anything but ordinary. Unlike hundreds of other Kansas teens, Michael escaped foster care and found a permanent home and family. He recognizes how uncommon that is. 
    "There's not a word big enough, good enough for them," Michael said of his family. "I knew I was headed for jail and someday, it would be prison. Without them, I don't know where I'd be." 
    Until a year and a half ago, Michael was Matthew, a kid raised in a single-parent home where alcohol and drugs were prevalent. 
    His mother's boyfriends would routinely move in and take over running the house, including disciplining the children. 
    A horrible beating from one caught the attention of 7-year-old Matthew's teachers, who reported abuse. Investigators found that his mother watched the beating but refused to intervene. 
    Matthew entered foster care and his younger sister was soon removed from their mother's home as well. 
    Thus began Matthew's seven-year odyssey of entering, leaving and re-enter ing the state foster-care system. 
    The transience of foster care and the betrayal and pain Matthew had experienced turned him into a troublemaker. By 14, he said, "The police knew me. I'd been involved in robbery, vandalism, drugs, everything. I was like a rag doll, in the (Wichita) Children's Home and out, going downhill." 
    
    Ostriches, foster children 
    Patrick, a computer analyst at Boeing, and Jalene, a piano teacher, remember well the 1996 Kansas State Fair, where two exhibits changed their lives. 
    An exhibit promoting ostriches got Patrick's attention. By the next year, Patrick found himself in the ostrich business. 
    The other exhibit encouraged more families to adopt children from the foster-care system. The McFaddensleft their name and phone number and promptly forgot about it. 
    A few weeks later, the agency called and encouraged the McFaddens to take the 30-hour orientation required of all foster and adoptive parents in Kansas. 
    They took the class and later a family recruiter asked Jalene if she'd seen a "Wednesday's Child" segment on KSNW, Channel 3, that featured Matthew and his younger sister. 
    Not only had Jalene seen the segment, she'd taped it and watched it twice. Something tugged at her heart. 
    "Matthew said they didn't want to be separated again," she said. "When he said, 'We love each other,' that really got me." 
    But Jalene and Patrick had reservations. No one they knew had had a positive experience adopting a teen from the foster-care system. 
    
    At first, there were two 
    After some soul-searching, they decided to take a chance and become foster parents to the two children, then 13 and 14. The family first met the pair for a pizza date. Everything went well, so the two next visited the McFadden ranch. Within four weeks, they moved in. 
    "At first, there was not much trust," Patrick said, "but Michael really responded to me, especially. He'd never had a father figure." 
    His sister, whose name is not being used to protect her identity, had different needs. She found it hard to trust anyone and ultimately, she decided she didn't want the McFaddens to adopt her. Sadly, she was returned to foster care. Matthew, however, wanted to be adopted. 
    When his adoption became final in April '98, Matthew became Michael Patrick McFadden, taking his adoptive father's middle and first names, as well as his last. 
    "I wanted to get away from the old me," Michael said. "I had to start new and fresh, as somebody else. I like this person a lot better. I have a better social life, better grades - I can go out for sports now and I never thought about that before." 
    The McFaddens now feel everything's worked out just as it was supposed to. 
    
    Challenges, expectations 
    Patrick and Jalene wrote down for Michael what was needed from him: to obey them, go to church, use good language, do well in school, avoid drugs, come to them for help - the same things they expected from their daughters. They, in turn, would offer love and care, discipline and to always be there for him. 
    "It seemed like a lot at times, but it did help me to see what the rules are," Michael said. "It made it easier to correct things before they happen." 
    "Michael had to get used to our philosophy: We'll take care of all your needs and a few of your wants," Jalene said. "We had to teach him what's important in life, but also teach him new habits. We emphasize character, rather than material things." 
    
    A home on the ranch 
    With school, homework, chores, church and piano lessons from Jalene, Michael's days are full. 
    "I love it here," he said. "It's hard work but not extra hard, and there's always something to do. Out here, there's nature all around you and I like that." 
    The McFadden 30-acre ranch is home to seven cats, three dogs, three goats, two burros and 14 ostriches. 
    "Seldom, if ever, have we heard him complain about being here working instead of being out with his friends," Patrick said. "He likes to mow and he likes to work with animals, and that's what we need around here." 
    Michael is optimistic about his future. He may enlist in the Navy, or he may go to Emporia State, which most of the family has attended. 
    None of it would have been possible without the McFaddens. More teens in foster care deserve a chance at adoption, he said. 
    "If a family is thinking about adopting a teenager, they should be patient," Michael said. "It's not easy. But if you make the commitment, keep your word and understand it's going to take time - there's a good reward at the end." 
    Jennifer Comes Roy writes about family relationships. She can be reached at 268-6287 or by e-mail at jroy@wichitaeagle.com. 
    
    
    Information on adoption 
    If you want to know more about adopting a child, call Kansas Families for Kids at (800) 210-5387. Their Web site, www.kffk.org, has information about how the adoption process works. 
    
    
   

Caption: - 
    Travis Heying/The Wichita Eagle 
    Michael and Patrick McFadden play a game of basketball - Michael's favorite pastime - on a concrete court outside their home in rural Butler County. Patrick is a father figure for Michael, and Michael honored Patrick by taking his middle and first names as his own when his adoption was finalized. 
    . 
    Travis Heying/The Wichita Eagle 
    Music is an important part of the McFaddens' daily life. Here, Michael gets a piano lesson from his mother, Jalene, who teaches about 30 students every week in her home. 
    . 
    Travis Heying/The Wichita Eagle 
    Michael McFadden, right, gets some cooking tips from his sister Monica, left, and mother Jalene, center. Michael, now 16, was adopted by the family at 14. Michael's story is considered an adoption success story. 
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