Action Plan for Research
   

1. Tentative Title of your Project:  

Intervention study using two methods, reading buddies  and media presentation

2. Describe the research problem or topic. (What problem do you want to solve? What issue, system, behavior, or practice do you want to address? What do you hope to learn or to change? ). Why do you see this as a problem or issue? What is your purpose in researching this issue? [Review the Marzano, Pickering, and Pollock textbook for research-based strategies that impact achievement]
I am interested in solving a letter recognition problem for Kindergarten students. I have one student who can only recognize one capital and lower case letter out of 26.  The behavior issue I would like to address with this student is allowing the aid of a reading buddy or peer helper to spend time reviewing on order to increase the students letter recognition. The purpose of researching this issue is to learn a strategy that will improve students recognize and understanding of the capital and lower case letters of the alphabet. Students  must learn to  identify  letters in order to start reading. Student number one might benefit with more one on one instruction from a student who has mastered letter recognition skills. However, 

I have another student with a similar issue of letter recognition that I would like to pair with a media program that will re-enforce letter recognition skills. This student would not work well with another student. He would want to play and not focus on the task at hand. I would like to use the video/power point strategy for letter recognition for this student.

3. What kind of documentation do you have on the problem or issue? This could be in the form of student tests, audio- or videotape, photograph, survey results, other statistics or samples you’ve collected, a written observation, a description of why you felt a change or intervention was needed, etc. Think of this as a “before” picture. 

I have used a pre -test to identify what letters the student has mastered. The pre test is the alphabet in random order with one test for capital letters and one test for lower case letters.

4. Describe your intervention. What changes will you make to your classroom, your lessons, your teaching and/or your school? What are your 2-3 research questions?

Each week two new letters from the alphabet is presented to the entire class to master. This will remain the same. The modification will be the addition time approximately twenty minutes for  these two students to work with either the reading buddy or work with the media presentation to improve the letter recognition. The case study #1, the question will be: Can letter recognition improve by using the reinforcement of a reading buddy?  The case study #2, the question will be: Can letter recognition improve by using the reinforcement of video media? 

5. Describe your assessment. What kind(s) of assessment information are you going to collect to measure the outcomes of your intervention?  In other words, how will you show what changes, if any, have taken place due to your intervention?

I will collect my assessment documentation by using a pre-test and post test for the final evaluation as to whether each strategies worked. However, since this case study will be over a three week period, there will be actually four test given. The student's mastery of letter recognition has already been tested in a pre test. The test time will be over a three week period and a  test given after each week of peer or video intervention. By having four test, this  will help establish a pattern of growth for each week or a pattern of no growth of letter recognition.

6. What do you expect the outcome of your intervention to be?   What do you plan to do if results are as expected?  What if the results are NOT as expected? What might be your next action steps in either case?  Is there anything you might like to do differently? What would you like to try next? How will you document this? How will you know if you’ve been successful or not? 

Next step or action and how I can document it:

One of the main reasons for having each student to re-test each week  is to see if there is any improvement of letter recognition skills. Hopefully, there will be improvement in each student. However, if a test shows no improvement with a peer helper, my first adjustment would be to try another student to see if there  is a conflict among the students themselves. It is important for each student to feel comfortable in order to succeed with mastering the letter recognition skills activity. My plan would be the same for the media intervention, if the first video does not work for letter recognition mastery then another video program will be used in order for the student to have the best possible advantage for improvements.

Attach a copy of any data collection or data analysis instrument you plan to use (survey, questionnaire, pre and posttests, etc)

I have attached a copy of the actually pre and post test letter recognition sheet with the letters in random order that the students uses to identify the letter.

I have also attached a copy of the data literacy assessment sheet for recording the results.

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
General Description of Chapter 1 Content
The introduction to the project includes a mention   of key literature that establishes a basis for the project.  Chapter 1 introduces the reader to background information and objectives for the project. This section lays a foundation for what will be presented in subsequent chapters and introduces the reader to the importance of your project. 

 

Area of Focus/ Purpose of the Project 
Explain what was/will be done to address the problematic situation. What is the main topic of your investigation?  Establish the parameters of your study.  For example, “reading comprehension” is too general for an area of focus.  More appropriate would be “comprehension of high school textbook materials versus internet articles in science courses.”.
The main topic for investigation will be researching two case studies to show if peer buddies and video technology can improve letter recognition for two kindergarten students. These students are not meeting the standards for identification of the letters of the alphabet. Each student in the classroom was tested on July 19, 2011 to set a base line for prior knowledge of letter recognition of the upper and lower case letters of the alphabet. Student "A" could identify 6 of 26 of upper case letters and 5 of 26 of lower case letters when tested. However, on August 30, 2011 when student "A" was tested he could only identify 1 of 26 in both upper case or lower case of the alphabet. The second test appears that student "X" has regressed instead of improved his skills. The focus will be whether  assistance with a technology tool will give this student addition reinforcement to learn and recognize all the letters both upper and lower case of the alphabet. Student "M" tested on July 19, 2011 with 13 of 26 of upper case letters and 10 of 26 of lower case letters. On August 30, 2011, the tested 20 of 26 for upper case and 17 of 26 with lower case letter recognition. He has an increase with letter recognition, however he has difficulty during class participation with identifying  different letter of the alphabet. The focus for this student will be the assistance of a peer helper to re-enforce letter recognition.
Need for the Project /Rationale
  
Specify the conditions that existed in the school, program, class, situation, etc., that created a need for the project. This section is an extension of the purpose, closely related to the key literature cited earlier, and gives justification to what was done in the project. 
  
The need for this project is to improve the academic understand for both of these students in order to meet the kindergarten standards. In an article Beyond the Page by Brian Kessell, he researched how pre-kindergarten children influenced each other through  images, movement and talk. This article interested me and my research because the article explained that students were encouraging other students during writing activities. If pre-school students can influence each other during writing activities, then why couldn't kindergarten students influence each other and improve  letter recognition.  In the book, Classroom Instruction that works, a quote which states, "Coleman and Jencks studies has shown that an individual teacher can have a powerful effect on her students even if the school doesn't."  It is important for teachers to research and try different techniques to improve the academic skills of their students. A teacher learns each students personalities and can be the best judge of what type of addition learning skills could possibly help a struggling student.  In an article The Reading Teacher by  Donald J. Leu, Jr., Jill Castek, Laurie A. Henry, Julie Coiro, and Melissa McMullan, they explored three aspects of integrating the Internet with your literature program: expanding response opportunities, developing new illiteracies, and helping students understand the benefits of diversity. With a collaboration of different techniques used by teachers to enhance the lessons or create involvement of the student in improving their knowledge and literacy. This article had 30 different internet website to investigate to see different programs for suggested video strategies. A connection with the internet allows us to expand opportunities and develop new literacies to help students understand new learning techniques.
General Information Description 
  
Briefly describe the nature of the program that was involved in the project. For example include the classroom situation, number of students involved, for what period of time/days of week, materials that were used, and so forth.   These are to be general descriptions.  DO NOT USE SCHOOL OR DISTRICT NAMES. 
One of the surprising elements of finding out that student "A" had regressed in letter recognition was the fact that he was writing his name which he could not write his name at the beginning of school. There are 12 different letters in student "A's" name that was what was so shocking that he only recognized 1 of 26 in the most recent test. During the second testing, it was identified that the student was writing his name by using his place card at his desk where his entire name was spelled out for him. It was not until he was separated from this place card that this issue was identified.   This student could possibly improve his letter recognition skills by working with a peer buddy. He works well with the other members of his table. He needs to have communication with others students. I do not think his would improve his skills if he had to work with a video technology.  This student can work best with a one-on-one technique. Student "M" would best be served with a calm quiet setting of a video technology. He like to play too much with other students, so by letter his work on a computer to improve his letter recognition skills would work best for student "M". He did show an increase  in letter recognition in test two, however he still has problems during whole class group work with mastering the identification skill.
Research Questions
  
Introduce 2-3 research questions that were addressed through the project. The research should grow out of the purpose and should be assessed quantitatively or qualitatively. The research questions are guidelines that dictate what was done in the project to bring about observable changes. They should be stated clearly and unambiguously, and presented in an interrogative format. 
The case study #1, the question will be: Can letter recognition improve by using the reinforcement of a reading buddy?  The case study #2, the question will be: Can letter recognition improve by using the reinforcement of video media? 

These question will be addressed over a three week research case study.   I have used a pre -test to identify what letters the student has mastered. The pre test is the alphabet in random order with one test for capital letters and one test for lower case letters. A post test will determine if any improvement was made with either learning technique. 
Each week two new letters from the alphabet is presented to the entire class to master. This will remain the same. The modification will be the addition of  time approximately twenty minutes for  these two students to work with either the reading buddy or work with the media presentation to improve the letter recognition. 

Definition of Terms

    
Define all terms which are new in the literature as well as those that were coined in the context of your project. Include terms that have multiple meaning and define relevant term. If a term is well understood in the educational community, it may be omitted from this section.
There are not new literature terms so far in this research.

When the research study began on student A, a pretest revealed that he was at a 0% recognition of the lowercase letters and 0% on the uppercase letters of the alphabet. This student was matched up with a reading buddy to reinforce his phonic skills. 

Holley B. Lane, Paige C. Pullen, Roxanne F. Hudson, Timothy R. Konold, Identifying Essential Instructional Components of Literacy Is the University of Florida Literacy Initiative tutoring model an effective method for promoting early literacy skills of struggling beginning readers?

Tutoring for Struggling Beginning Readers. Manipulative letter, reading intervention, struggling readers, tutoring  The session promotes development of reading fluency, comprehension, and strategy use. The strategy developed for phonemic awareness is the use of the Elkonin Boxes, counting phonemes, and phoneme blending and segmenting activities' with manipulative letters. The student spends 20 minutes reading connected text with appropriate scaffolding from the tutor. A variety of strategies to identify words and to check their accuracy. The focus shifts automatically when the students reaches the word level. Tutors consider the use of the "ABC" method which is "Acquire, Build and Control" to promote independency and build student knowledge.

The UFLI model was developed as a teacher education tool. However, application of these instructional strategies will help the struggling reader. Tutoring can make a difference but the tutors need training of 12 hours before beginning  a tutoring session.

Examination of the model as intervention has demonstrated that knowledgeable tutors can assist in the development of word solving strategies' in struggling students.  This study gives more detail of step for successful strategies for tutoring struggling students.  
