Back to Basics:  Bullying
1)    “Bullying” means: (A) Any intentional gesture or any intentional written, verbal, electronic or physical act or threat that is sufficiently severe, persistent or pervasive that creates an intimidating, threatening or abusive educational environment for a student or staff member that a reasonable person, under the circumstances, knows or should know will have the effect of:

i.      Harming a student or staff member, whether physically or mentally;

ii.     Damaging a student’s or staff member’s property:

iii.    Placing a student or staff member in reasonable fear of harm to the student or staff member; or

iv.    Placing a student or staff member in reasonable fear of damage to the student’s or staff member’s property; 

(Section 1.  K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-8256 is hereby amended to read as follows: 72-8256.)

Three important components to bullying: 

1. Bullying is aggressive behavior that involves unwanted, negative actions
2.  Bullying involves a pattern of behavior repeated over time.
3.  Bullying involves an imbalance of power or strength. 

Types of Bullying:

1. Verbal bullying including derogatory comments and bad names
2. Bullying through social exclusion or isolation
3. Physical bullying such as hitting, kicking, shoving, and spitting
4. Bullying through lies and false rumors
5. Having money or other things taken or damaged by students who bully
6. Being threatened or being forced to do things by students who bully
7. Racial bullying
8. Sexual bullying
9. Cyber bullying (via cell phone or Internet) 
Roles of Bullying:


Bully:  Three types of Bullies:
1. Aggressive: They have an aggressive personality and are motivated by power and the desire to dominate others. They are also likely to make negative attributions, often seeing slights or hostility in those around them where neither actually exists.
2. Passive: Rather than initiating a bullying interaction, passive bullies tend to hang back until one is already under way — usually at the instigation of an aggressive bully.
3. Bully –Victim: bullies who have been seriously bullied themselves. Bully-victims are often physically weaker than those who bully them but are almost always physically stronger than their own victims.

Bullied: 
Passive victims: Do not directly provoke bullies. They tend to respond by trying to avoid and escape from bullying situations
Vicarious Victims: surrogate victims, either witness or hear about bullying incidents at school.  They are victims of the school's climate of fear and worry about their own potential to become targets of bullying
False Victims:  students who complain frequently and without justification to their teachers about being bullied by their classmates. Behavior seems to be a bid for attention and sympathy from the teacher.
Perpetual Victims:  victims who are bullied all of their lives. May adopt a victim mentality where they feel like the victim in all situations.  
Provocative Victims:  behave in ways that arouse negative responses from those around them, such as anger, irritation, and exasperation.

Bystander: 
This group includes everyone — other than the bully and victim — who is present during a bullying incident.

Types of Bystanders: 
· the assistant who joins the bully 

· the re-enforcer who encourages the bully by observing and laughing 

· outsiders who avoid the bullying by staying away and not getting involved for fear of losing social status or being bullied as well 
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