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Sara Cantrell 
Section 003 

Advertising Assignment 
 
Strategic Message Planner: SolarCell 
 
Client and Product  
SolarCell is a new cellphone charged by solar energy. From mountaintop to parking lot, 
you should be able to generate a charge anywhere on this planet. 
 
SolarCell Inc. was founded two months ago by two computer engineers who work for a 
company that works on researching smart antenna technology and improving wireless 
networks. They use three 15-watt solar panels, which are already connected to your 
cellphone’s 12-volt DC storage battery. SolarCell also requires at least a 300-watt power 
inverter (sold separately) to power your 120-volt AC appliances anywhere. SolarCell is 
weatherproof and has an easy-to-read LED charge indicator. 
 
Each SolarCell device is sold separately and packaged with various solar panels. Due to 
the increase in solar panel efficiency rates, our solar panels are now stronger in output 
and smaller in size than ever before. With solar battery systems becoming lighter and 
smaller in power requirement this gives SolarCell the edge in providing light weight, cost 
efficient solar portable power systems for anyone's need. SolarCell devices sell for 
approximately $300 at EnergyRUs.  
 
Not only will it mean phone users no longer have to hunt for the right charger, but the 
specifications for the new device include a 50 percent reduction in standby energy 
consumption. 
 
Target Audience 
The target audience for this ad is men and women ages 22 to 45 who are concerned about 
standby energy consumption. They typically are environmentalists and keep up with the 
latest technology inventions.  
 
The average age of the target audience is 33. Its members have a median household of 
$85,000. Many are first-time homeowners. Most are married and have, on average, two 
young children. They are high school graduates, and approximately 60 percent are 
college graduates.  
 
Members of the target audience live busy lives and do not have time to waste while 
electronically charging their device. However, they truly enjoy communicating  
The main selling point of these devices appears to be the theoretical convenience for 
those who do not always have access to electricity. Still, the new technology will most 
likely have a higher price tag than any low-cost device, which does not match the price 
expectations of its target market of low-budget users. 
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Product Benefits 
SolarCell can be used anywhere there is direct sunlight. It is exactly what you need for 
extended battery life. Using renewable solar energy in a mobile handset is an example of 
our ongoing efforts to help create a safer, cleaner environment.  
 
Current Brand Image 
SolarCell is new to the market and has little brand image. If anything, it is perceived as 
another way to extend battery life.  
 
Desired Brand Image 
SolarCell is a great way to generate plenty of clean, quiet energy, using solar energy from 
the sun. It provides an eco-friendly and effective solution for charging your cellphone. 
 
Direct Competitors and Brand Images 
Direct Competitors are solar-powered battery chargers: 
 

• Solio: The target audience has a positive image of this leading brand. However, 
members of the target audience wish they did not have to use the USB charging 
connector to charge their cell device.  

• SolarElectro: The target audience views this product, which involves hand contact 
to charge the device, as too complicated and time-consuming. Monthly fees range 
from $80 to $200.  

 
Indirect Competitors and Brand Images  
Indirect competitors include electronically charged cell devices, desire to save money and 
frustration with dead cellphones. Members of the target audience doubt SolarCell’s 
ability to maintain a charged cell device using direct sunlight. Saving money is important, 
but they would spend moderately for a truly successful charging device. They are 
frustrated with complicated and unsuccessful charging devices, but they are willing to try 
new charging solutions that sound promising.  
 
Advertising Goal 
To convince members of the target audience that SolarCell provides an effective, easy 
and simple solution for charging your cell device.  
 
Strategic Message 
SolarCell satisfies your desire for an everlasting battery that is both economical and 
environmental.  
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Supporting Benefits 
 
Feature      Benefit 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Prepackaged     Easy, no hassle, no guesswork 
 
Guaranteed results    Charged cellphone 
 
Charged by direct sunlight   Environmental friendliness 
 
Does not require external electrical   
sources to recharge your battery 
      Freedom of Movement 
Solar cells generate no emissions,  
waste or byproducts 
 
Does not require an outlet charger or   Cost efficient 
car charger  
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Print Advertisement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you ever been without a charger when your cellphone is dead? 
 

Many times, huh?  Now SolarCell makes a dead cellphone a thing of the past. 

Anyone with experience with a smart phone knows that limited battery life is just part of 

the package. The cellphones most people carry today are essentially mini-computers with 

energy needed to match. SolarCell has an internal battery that can be charged directly 

from sunlight. After exposing your cellphone to the sun for about 45 minutes, you will 

have enough juice on the device to make a 30-minute call. Guaranteed. No more outlet or 

car chargers. With SolarCell, you are promised a fully charged device with four to five 

hours of direct sunlight. Keep up with the latest technology. Go to your nearest 

EnergyRUs to get your SolarCell today.   
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30-second radio spot: 

Title: Solar Energy Cellphone  
Client/Sponsor: SolarCell 
Length: 30 seconds 
Air Dates: November 7- May 7 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
SFX: Sounds of cellphones ringing  
(Establish, then fade) 
 
ANNOUNCER: Have you ever been stranded in the middle of 

nowhere with a dead cellphone? Well, 
SolarCell makes a dead cellphone a thing of 
the past. With SolarCell, the opportunity to 
expand your communication by utilizing the 
power of solar energy is almost limitless.  

 
SFX: Sounds of multiple people  
talking on the phone.  
 
MUSIC: Upbeat (Establish, then under) 
 
ANNOUNCER:  SolarCell is a cellphone that provides an 

effective, easy and simple solution for 
charging your cell device. Unlike other 
devices, SolarCell has an internal battery that 
can be charged directly from the sun. 60 
minutes of sun will power your phone for 
about 45 minutes of talk time and four days of 
standby time. 

 
ANNOUNCER:  It is the need of the hour to have the best eco-

friendly and energy efficient society.  
 
SFX: Sounds of multiple people  
talking on the phone.   
(Establish, then fade) 
 
ANNOUNCER: SolarCell. Go green and buy one today at your 

local EnergyRUs. If you have any questions 
please call 713-Energy-RUS or visit our 
website at www.energyrus.com. 

 
MUSIC: Upbeat (Fade, out at :29) 
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