
lighter than air and has less risk of explo-
sion than liquid fuels. 

Recently, the OSU Institute of 
Technology in Okmulgee received a gift 
that will allow it to build a training center 
focused on preparing compressed natural 
gas students to work in the field. The $2 
million gift came from Oklahoma City-
based Chesapeake Energy Corporation, 
which is a leading producer of oil and 
natural-gas liquids.

“This gift is especially exciting because 
it directly supports our mission of provid-
ing comprehensive high-quality tech 
programs and services that prepare and 
sustain a diverse student body as competi-
tive members of a world-class workforce 
and contributing members of society,” says 
David Bosserman, interim president of 
OSUIT. “Our mission is who we are and 
what we do. This gift supports our goals 
to take our education and training to the 
next level.”

In the 33,600-square-foot building, 
students will have access to outstanding 
instruction and applied-research spaces 
where they will learn to diagnose, service 
and maintain gas-compression equipment. 
The SMART Board-equipped building 
will include several areas for hands-on 
training, testing centers for engines, engine 
control systems, emission-control devices 

advance the causes of the whole natural-
gas industry.”

The center’s total budgetary need is 
$4 million, but with Chesapeake’s $2 
million investment, the school can begin 
construction.

“When you start getting inside the 
Chesapeake culture, you learn that at its 
core, it’s a team,” says Burns Hargis, OSU 
president.

Chesapeake’s gift to the center builds 
on the company’s historic relationship 
with OSUIT, including support for the 
school’s scholarship program. Chesapeake 
will continue its scholarship commitment 
with OSUIT, in addition to the building 
contribution. 

“I don’t want you to think of your-
selves as building builders, I want you 
to think of yourselves as life-changers 
because that’s what you’re doing,” says 
Steve Doede, division chair, OSUIT 
automotive service technologies. “The 
institution can change lives by providing 
education, scholarships, internships and 
now this new building.”
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To learn more about OSUIT and the 
Chesapeake Energy Natural Gas 
Compression Training Center, visit www.
osuit.edu.

A rendering of the Chesapeake Energy 
Natural Gas Compression Training Center 

and digital-monitoring devices commonly 
used in the industry. It also will feature 
a flow-loop system, complete with a 
miniature pipeline to demonstrate the 
steps involved in transporting natural gas 
through a pipeline.

“It’s a proud moment for Chesapeake. 
We’re busy trying to change the world, 
Americanizing the energy future of 
America,” says Mike Stice, Chesapeake 
senior vice president of natural gas proj-
ects. “The investment we are making 
today to build the nation’s finest compres-
sion training facility is further evidence of 
our company’s desire to ensure our indus-
try has an available workforce to support 
the growing demand for natural gas. We 
have jobs, and we need Americans trained 
to fill them sooner rather than later.”

OSUIT offers an associate degree 
through its natural gas compression 
program. After completing four semesters 
of coursework and two semesters of paid 
internships, students graduate with an 
Associate in Applied Science in Natural 
Gas Compression. When this new facility 
opens, the program’s enrollment numbers 

are expected to double to 115 students, 
with 50 to 55 skilled individuals graduat-
ing each year. 

“The future is bright for these young 
students,” says Al Lavenue, president 
of MidCon Compression, a subsidiary 
of Chesapeake. “I have no doubt they 
will all get placed with jobs and receive 
great offers. They are much needed and 
appreciated.”

Beyond the classroom, the Chesapeake 
Energy Natural Gas Compression 
Training Center will also facilitate train-
ing to upgrade the skills and abilities of 
technicians already in the workforce. 
Additionally, the center’s conference area 
will host seminars related to the natural 
gas industry.

“On an institution of higher educa-
tion’s campus, it’s not about building 
beautiful buildings but about what goes 
on inside those buildings,” says Dr. 
Bill Path, newly appointed president of 
OSUIT. “This donation and the pledges 
that have been brought to this particular 
project are earth-shattering.  We are proud 
to partner with Chesapeake Energy to 

Chesapeake Energy 
makes donation to build 
state-of-the-art training 
center

Natural gas proponents say it is the best 
substitute for foreign oil and coal because 
it is clean, affordable and abundant 
domestically. Compressed natural gas is 
in high demand because it is nontoxic, 
noncarcinogenic and noncorrosive, a safe 
fuel for many applications because it is 

From left, Mike Stice, Chesapeake senior vice president of natural gas projects; Steve 
Doede, OSUIT’s Automotive Technologies and Heavy Equipment and Vehicle Institute 
division chair; Burns Hargis, OSU president; Al Lavenue, MidCon Compression 
president; and Bill Path, OSU Institute of Technology president, display a wrench that 
Chesapeake presented to the Muskogee campus to announce the energy company’s 
$2 million gift supporting a natural gas compression training facility.
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