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 The industry I am interested in working in is with film.  This consists of movies and 

television.  I like any form of filmmaking so I am not picky between the two.  Throughout the 

semester I have researched and have acquired a lot of knowledge about this field I am interested 

in.  Even after learning so much about it, I still am very focused and excited to get started with 

my career.  This career choice is something that would take a great deal to deter me from 

pursuing it.  Like I mentioned in my professional interview presentation, I am very, very 

passionate for the film industry.  I have been my whole life and it has always been a dream of 

mine to be successful in this industry.  I have prepared myself for the hard work and patience it 

takes to do well.  During the semester, doing things like that informational interview was very 

beneficial.  I did learn some negative things about my chosen career during the interviews.  

However, they only made me more confident in myself to be able to succeed.  The things they 

told me are going to make me more prepared for life in the film industry as opposed to making 

me stray from it. 

 The film industry is a very broad line of work.  There are many jobs one can obtain.  

There are jobs such as working on set like director, camera operator, make-up and wardrobe, 

post-production like editing.  There are also things like talent agents, advertisers, movie critics.  

For anyone looking into the film industry, there are many jobs to choose from.  One just needs to 

decide what interests them the most and pursue that area.  Along with the varying jobs, there is 

such a variety of types of film one can choose from.  Many people only think of the big 

production companies like Warner Brothers or Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) when they think 



of the film industry.  There is much more than just the companies that produce big-budget 

movies like Avatar or Batman. I especially learned this during my internship this summer.  The 

production company I worked for, Illuminations Media, only had six permanent employees even 

though they were an award-winning, well-recognized company.  This is because they did not 

specialize or focus on big-budget projects.  This company's main purpose was to promote the art 

world with their movies and videos.  In the art community, Illuminations is very well known.  

They serve an important purpose in that form of filmmaking. 

Illuminations is a perfect example of the fact that there are genre specific production 

companies.  One can look for companies specializing in special effects, the arts, commercials, 

television, or children's. Anyone looking to work in the film industry can find a specific job that 

they absolutely love. 

The area I am interested in building my career is production.  I want to actually be on the 

set of a project where the action is taking place.  As of right now I am looking to be a production 

assistant so I can gain experience and more knowledge of what goes on at a movie location.  

Since there are so many options of jobs, it will just take some experience for me to discover what 

I love to do the most.  I will have to try out multiple jobs to see if I enjoy them more than some 

others.  As of right now, a production assistant is a good entry level job that allows me to get my 

foot in the door and get experience. 

One particular exciting and relevant experience I have had was my internship with 

Illuminations Media.  As I mentioned before, Illuminations is a very small movie and television 

company focused on producing works about the arts located in the heart of London.  With this 

internship, I was exposed for the first time the process of editing film with professional 

equipment.  The editing process I learned was everything from cutting raw film to a shortened 



sequence to fixing the color gradient of the film.  They also gave me the task of helping complete 

one of the final stages of the editing on a television program by transcribing entire episodes.  

This involved me watching the episode frame by frame naming the type of camera shot and 

describing what was happening.  Also, I was also able assist in the filming of a live performance 

of a one-man show. 

Some classes that I have taken that help prepare me for a job in the film industry are my 

many dance classes.  I will be graduating with a dance minor.  I have taken classes that include 

modern and jazz dance, ballet, choreography, history of dance and even performing dance pieces 

in a formal concert.  Originally, I chose dance as my minor because I wanted to carry on dancing 

throughout college even though dance was not part of my career path.  It is another passion of 

mine that I wanted to continue.  However, I am realizing dance is a great asset for me to have if I 

am looking to work in a career focused on the arts.  The movement classes such as ballet, jazz, 

and modern have helped me with terminology and technique of dance.  Other classes like 

choreography helped me understand the basics of positions in movement which can easily 

transfer to placement and movement on a film set.  Taking so many dance classes has kept me 

artistically acute.  I feel if I did not have this artistic stimulation I could have easily lost some of 

my creative aesthetic that might set me apart from other people.  Keeping my creative juices 

flowing will help me when I need to be creative with a job on a film. 

A communication course that stood out to me was Communication 308, Nonverbal 

Communication.  This class is a great example of skills I can use in everyday situations.  

Learning that roughly fifty-three percent of communication is through nonverbals made me 

realize how truly important it was for me to grasp these concepts.  There are so many things I can 

think of that are categorized as nonverbal: facial expression, eye behavior, vocalics, haptics, 



proximity, and even what someone wears.  In this class, we were taught to understand these 

terms and then be able to recognize them in situations.  Because I had to apply what I was taught 

while I learned it, I feel I can comfortably use these skills.  For example, when I am on a job 

interview, I can use the appropriate proximity or distance between me and the interviewer which 

is roughly an arm’s length away.  Also, while I am at work, I can use my facial expressions to 

show that I am enthusiastic to be there.  I do not want to look miserable and give the impression 

of not liking my job.  Along with using these skills on myself, I can use them to observe other 

people and form better impressions about them.  If a coworker usually makes good eye contact 

or uses touch as a form of encouragement and is not doing these gestures, I can probably assume 

something is wrong.  Maybe they are stressed or having a personal problem.  Because I can 

recognize these signs, I can better help this person.  Most importantly, I have learned that dress 

and artifacts we wear are major nonverbals that help form first impressions.  I know to dress the 

correct way for certain situations.  I would not wear the same thing to a job interview and then 

out at night with my girlfriends.  I can use my clothes to give off the impression of status, 

maturity, and trustworthiness.  To me, nonverbal communication is the most important thing to 

understand when interacting with people. 

Although I have had a wonderful college education, there are some things I could have 

done differently.  One thing I could have done differently was take some classes that challenged 

me more.  A lot of classes that I took were larger lecture classes because they tended to be easier 

than smaller, more intimate class.  Usually the classes that I have taken were a requirement for 

my degree.  I wish I had the amount of motivation then as what I do now.  I now realize those 

smaller, more challenging class would have given me unique experiences that I could apply to 

future jobs.  I now realize the benefits to taking an initiative and challenging myself. 



Another change I would make to my education would be to participate in more than one 

internship.  Now that I have completed one I realize the benefits for taking part in one.  Unlike 

most classes, one can look through many internship options and chose one that fits the type of 

job they are looking to do.  Also, instead of just writing papers and taking tests, an internship 

provides practical skills the student can apply to a future job.  Lastly, and probably the most 

important, one can get endless amounts of contacts while doing an internship.  I think this is 

more beneficial as opposed to using a professor for networking.  These people you are working 

with on a daily basis in the field you are interested in are bound to know plenty of other people 

that could help you find a job.  Doing another internship definitely would have been a great 

advantage to me which I did not take. 

Because I want to work on an actual set of a film, there are many things I have learned in 

college that I can apply to the job.  For example, if I was working as a production assistant on a 

movie set, I would be required to communicate with many different people.  This means I need 

to know how to effectively correspond with a multitude of people.  I now know how to conduct 

myself in a professional way to everyone.  Because of my gender class, I understand the different 

ways of communicating between males and females.  If I am working with a male coworker, I 

will feel more comfortable knowing his style of communication.  I will especially feel better if 

he is a superior of mine who I would want and need to impress. 

Another task learned from my course work is to analyze films.  I am currently taking 

Communication 305: Appreciation of the Motion Picture.  In this class, I learned different 

filming techniques and I learned how to look at different elements of the film rather than just the 

movie by itself.  I now understand the significance of things like the musical score, the 

happenings of Hollywood, cinematography, and lighting.  This will certainly help me on the job 



when I must contribute to developing the details of a film.  I will understand the significance and 

importance of every step it takes to put a movie together. 

With my variety of opportunities throughout my college career, I think I am prepared to 

enter the work force at the end of this year.  I also have an assortment of other courses in college 

that help me understand the world around me.  Dance has been a major influence in my creativity 

and push towards the film industry.  My working experiences have allowed me to interact with a 

multitude of different people and even be exposed to a part of the industry I want to join.  

Overall, I think an employer would be impressed by my set of skills and my hard working 

attitude.  Having a complete understanding of everything I have learned is something that will 

certainly be a great asset to have. 


