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Oklahoma State University Student Union 

 In October 1926, OSU President Knapp proposed a campus development program. The 

proposal included a campaign to raise more than $200,000 to be put toward the construction of a 

student union. The student union would house a post office, meeting rooms and offices for the 

OSU Alumni Association. 

 Continuing Knapp’s vision, President Bennett included the construction of the student 

union in his 25-year plan. In the spring of 1936, more than 2,000 students signed a petition to 

support the building of the student union. 

 Manhattan Construction Company broke ground in the summer of 1948. Oklahoma State 

University Student Union was the first to be built without using taxpayers’ money. Two years 

later, on Sept. 9, 1950, the student union opened. The union cost about $4.5 million to build. 

 In December 1963, a five-story addition was built on the northeast side of the student 

union. This addition expanded the bookstore, student union theater and conference and meeting 

room spaces. The cost was $2.25 million.  

 A three-level parking garage for 540 cars was built in the 1970s adjacent to the student 

union hotel. In 1978, the cafeteria was renovated to a food court, which opened up the space. 
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 The fourth floor was renovated in 1996. It included adding case study rooms, exhibit 

rooms and restrooms. In 1997, the campus life area was remodeled. The bowling alley was 

replaced with a computer lab and organization meeting spaces and an information desk was 

added. Construction on the atrium began in 1998. The atrium houses the Office of the Bursar and 

Undergraduate Admissions along with other offices.  

 A second renovation to the fourth floor took place in 2003. The renovation added more 

room for programming including the big eight room, shamrock room, starlight terrace and 

starlight room. Between 2004 and 2006 the food court was updated, adding new options to 

students’ food choices.  
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Oklahoma State University Student Union dedication ceremony 

 

What: Renovations on Oklahoma State University’s Student Union began in December 

2009. After nearly two years of being under construction, the university 

announces the date of the dedication ceremony and its special guests. 

 

Who:  President Burns Hargis, T. Boone Pickens, workshop architects, Garth Brooks and 

Barry Sanders, who are OSU alums, along with university officials will be 

attending the dedication ceremony. 

 

Where:  The dedication ceremony will take place in the atrium of the student union. 

 

When:  The dedication ceremony will take place on Dec. 17, 2011, the second 

anniversary of the ground breaking for this project, at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Why:  “ The student union is a place that provides programs and services to shape the 

intellectual, cultural and social environment of the campus. We are thrilled to see 

the affects the renovations will have on the students and their success here at 

OSU.” 

 

- President Burns Hargis 

                               President of Oklahoma State University 
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Oklahoma State University hosts dedication ceremony 

 

 STILLWATER, Okla.— Oklahoma State University announces the grand opening of its 

renovated student union. The student union will open on Dec. 17, 2011, following a dedication 

ceremony at 2:30 p.m. in the student union atrium. 

“We are excited to dedicate the student union on this day, not only because it marks the 

two-year anniversary of the renovation process, but also because there will be thousands of 

alumni and families here for the commencement ceremonies,” said Mitch Kilcrease, director of 

the student union. “It will be a great day to share such a remarkable transformation.” 

 The dedication ceremony will be hosted by alumnus T. Boone Pickens. There will be 

special presentations by President Burns Hargis, alum Barry Sanders, workshop architects and 

alum Garth Brooks throughout the ceremony. Following the ceremony tours will be given by 

members of the OSU Student Alumni Board.    

“It all began with a dream. After more than 85 years in the making it will be a great 

reward to see the look on students and alumni as they see the dream become a reality,” Hargis 

said.  
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To: richardmize@oklahoman.com 

Subject: Oklahoma State University dedicates renovated student union 

Mr. Mize, 

Over the past two years, Oklahoma State University has undergone some major changes 

including the construction of the Bellmon Research Center, renovations to Boone Pickens 

Stadium and, most recently, renovations to the student union.  

 

A committee was formed in November 2005 to research and implement a renovation plan for the 

student union. PSA Dewberry was hired in the fall of 2009 and the destruction and renovation 

began in December. The renovation will increase campus life space and make it more visible, 

update the dining area, provide larger retail operations and improve meeting spaces. The student 

union will also become a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified 

building. 

 

Renovating the student union is not an easy task and requires about $86 million. In order to pay 

for the renovations, the student body passed a student fee in April 2007. The student fee raised 

more than $50 million and the rest of the project will be funded by private donations, bonds and 

university funds. 

 

A dedication ceremony will be held on Dec. 17, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in the student union atrium. 

Tours will be given after the ceremony by the Student Alumni Board. 

 

If you are interested in featuring our union renovation please let me know at your convenience. I 

can help schedule interviews with President Burns Hargis, Mitch Kilcrease, the lead architect, 

and other members of the planning team. My direct phone line is (918)-766-2587. 

 

I will call Monday, Oct. 17, to see if I might be of any help. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

 

Mackenzie McDaniel 

 

Mackenzie McDaniel 

Director of Media Relations 

Oklahoma State University 

(918)-766-2587 

mackenzie.mcdaniel@okstate.edu 
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