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For Immediate Release
July 3 1,2007

Sessions Testifies Before ITC on Behalf of Alab arrra
Steel Industry
WASHINGTON-U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) today testified

at a U.S. International
hot-rolled
steel imports would
Trade Commission (ITC) hearing that removing current duties on
damage the American steel industry and put Alabama jobs in jeopardy.
The purpose of the two-day ITC hearing is to examine whether revoking the current
antidumping (AD) and countervailing duty (CVD) orders on hot-rolled carbon steel flat products
from eleven countries would damage the U.S. steel industry. AD and CVD orders, imposed to
provide relief to American industries suffering from unfairly priced and subsidized imports, must
be reviewed every five years by the ITC.

The countries subject to the current orders on hot-rolled steel products are Argentina,
China, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands, Romania, South Africa, Taiwan, Thailand
and Ukraine.

If the ITC determines that revoking the AD

and CVD orders on hot-rolled steel would
lead to material injury to the U.S. steel industry, the orders will stay in place for five additional
years. Conversely, the orders will be revoked if the ITC determines that no material injury would
occur.

Three Alabama steel companies-Nucor in Decatur and Tuscaloosa, U.S. Steel in
Birmingham and IPSCO in Mobile-could potentially be adversely impacted if the orders are
revoked.

"The steel industry plays an important role in Alabama's thriving economy. It is
critical that the ITC continue orders on hot-rolled steel products from countries that have
traded anfairly. We must ensure that American munafacturers can compete in a domestic
market that hss not been skewed by unfair competition," Sessions said. "The United States
must send a clear message to foreign importers that our markets are open to fair trude, but we
should not allow our domestic producers to suffer injury because their foreign competitors will
not play by the rules."
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Sessions Comments on Improvement in Test
Scores among Alabama Elementary and Middle
School Students
WASHINGTON - U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) today made the following
comments on a study released yesterday by the Center on Education Policy showing that
since 2002, Alabama students have improved in reading in all grades but high school:

"I

was pleased to see that Alabama elementary and middle school students have posted
improved test scores in reading and math. This is good news for our state and underscores the
continued success of the Alabama Reading Initiative. The one area that showed a lack, however,
was reading among high schoolers. The Striving Readers Act, a bill I have introduced in the
Senate

with

Sen. Patty

Murray (D-WA), would focus more attention on improving reading in

high school students. Research shows that if they are given adequate attention and intensive
work, high school students can show significant improvement. lmproved reading skills will help
improve students' performance in all courses and reduce dropout rates."
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Senate Panel Passes Comprehensive Legislation to

Improve Care of Wounded Soldiers
WASHINGTON-The

Senate Armed Services Committee today reported out the

Dignified Treatment for Wounded Warriors Act, cosponsored by U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL),
comprehensive legislation that would ease the transition for wounded warriors from active duty
to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
The bill addresses numerous issues that have been raised by soldiers after they have
transitioned from active duty to VA status. Among its provisions, the bipartisan bill requires the
development of a comprehensive plan to prevent, diagnose and treat traumatic brain injuries. The
legislation also requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to adopt current VA standards for
disability ratings, addressing major discrepancies between the departments.
sm pleased thut the members of the committee worked together on this important
bill to ensure wounded troops receive the medical cure they deserve. Our troops fought
terrorism overseas; they shoaldn't have to fight bureaucracy at home," Sessions said. "By
requiring DOD to use VA standards for disability determinution, we will ensure that our

"I

injured troops are treated in the fairest way possible."
The

bill

passed by the committee included an amendment offered

by Sessions that would

eliminate paperwork for wounded soldiers making the transition from active duty to veteran
status, reducing the delay in processing time.
The current process requires that wounded soldiers or their families submit hard copies of
service records to the VA. Until the VA receives and processes a veteran's record of service, he
or she is not eligible to receive VA benefits, including medical treatment. Sessions' amendment
would require DOD to submit an electronic copy of a soldier's record of service to the VA,
thereby facilitating a smoother transition between departments.

"The biggest problem wounded soldiers and their families have shared with me is that
the transition from DOD to VA medical care is not as seamless as it should be," Sessions said.
"My amendment would eliminate paperwork und alloh, the departments to process soldiers'
service records electronically, reducing delays."
The committee, of which Sessions is a member, reported the bill (S. 1606) out by
of 25-0, The legislation now awaits action on the Senate floor.
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For Immediate Release
August 16,2007

Statement of Sen. Jeff Sessions on USDA
Announcement of Federal Drought Assistance
(R-AL) made the following statement in
response to a decision by Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns to release $1.05 million in
Emergency Conservation Program assistance to farmers and ranchers in 28 Alabama
counties affected by the ongoing drought:

WASHINGTON-U.S.

Sen. Jeff Sessions

"I applaud the Secretary's decision to release drought assistance for qualified producers.
Farmers and ranchers throughout the state are suffering from an unprecedented drought, and this
assistance will provide them some of the help they need to implement emergency conservation
practices. It's a good first step, but unfortunately all Alabama farmers don't qualify for this
assistance. I look forward to working with the Secretary in the future to ensure that any available
assistance is directed to Alabama's farmers and ranchers suffering from drought."
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Sessions: Alabama To Receive $51.1 Million In Federal
Offshore Oil And Gas Revenues
WASHINGTON - U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) today announced that Alabama will
receive over $51 million in federal environmental funding from the Department of Interior
through the Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP).
The CIAP program shares federal offshore oil and gas revenues with producing states and
counties. The program was established by an amendment, cosponsored by Sessions, to the
Energy Policy Act of 2005. The funding level announced today is higher than originally
anticipated and represents just the first two years of the four-year program's awards to Alabama.
"This funding represents a huge Jirst step toward recognizing the important role that
states such us Alubama play in fueling our growing economy. It is only fair that producing
states are rewardedfor their willingness to share a disproportionate amount of the burden of
producing oil and naturul gas, and I um pleased that the Department of Interior has moved
forwurd with the prompt administration of this program," Sessions said.
Under the four-year program, the six coastal producing states of Alabama, Alaska,
California, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas will receive a share of federal revenues generated
from nearby leases on the Outer Continental Shelf, with a portion of the revenues directed to
coastal counties. The recipients may use the funds for conservation, protection and restoration of
coastal areas and wildlife, or to pay for a comprehensive coastal conservation management plan.
"It makes sense that a portion of the funds generated from these oil und gas leases be
reinvested in the health of our coastal beaches, wetlands, and wildlife," Sessions said.
In both FY2007 and FY2008, the CIAP program will send $16,608,544 to the State of
Alabama, $3,992,047 to Baldwin County and $4,951,015 to Mobile County. Funding levels for
2009 and 2010 will be calculated at a later date to more accurately account for changing
production levels.

aoa
The CIAP program is separate and, apartfrom the long-term revenue-sharing plan set
forth in the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006, also cosponsored by Sessions, which
cleared Congress on December 9,2006.
"I Am pleased that since the passage of the CIAP progrum in 2005, Congress has
further recognipd the importance of Gulf Coast states in our nation's energy production by
passing the Gulf of Mexico Energy Policy Act. Deepwater production in the Gulf of Mexico
has the potentiul to tap into vast resources of oil and natural gas, and producing these
resources at home is one step we cun take to make our nation less dependent on foreign
sources of energy and to help contain rising gas prices," Sessions said.
Under that legislation, about 8 million acres of the Gulf of Mexico that lie I25 miles to
the south and east of the Alabama coast will be opened for environmentally safe energy
exploration. Alabama and three other energy-producing states - Louisiana, Texas and
Mississippi - will share 37.5 percent of the federal revenues generated by the lease sale and
production royalties of oil and natural gas.
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U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions's Disaster Fraud
Approved By Senate Panel

Bill

WASHINGTON - The Senate Judiciary Committee has approved by voice vote a bill
sponsored by U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) that would make it a crime to fraudulently obtain
emergency disaster funds.
Sessions said he hopes to include the legislation as part of an emergency supplemental
bill to fund the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts. The
supplemental bill could come up for a vote later this month.
"I was pleased that the Judiciary Committee approved my bill the same week thut
introduced it," Sessions said. "We should do everything we cun to make sure 100 percent of
federal dissster relief funds gets into the hands of real victims who huve suffired so much and
not to the fraudsters who so often seek to exploit other peoples' loss."
Sessions originally introduced the legislation last year following disclosures by the
Govemment Accountability Office that $1 billion, or 16 percent, in Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
disaster relief were fraudulent payrnents.
Co-sponsoring the bill with Sessions are U.S. Sens. Mary Landrieu (D-LA), David Vitter
(R-LA), Charles Grassley (R-IA) and John Cornyn (R-TX). The measure was passed out of the

I

judiciary committee on Thursday.
In addition to the creation of a new federal crime related to emergency and disaster relief
fraud, the bill would increase criminal penalties for engaging in mail or wire fraud following a
major disaster or emergency. The legislation would provide for up to 30 years in prison upon
conviction, which is consistent with the maximum penalty for financial institutions involved in
similar crimes.
A GAO report last year found a host of fraudulent palnnents in connection with Katrina
and Rita disaster reliei such as claims for properties that did not exist and using invalid Social
Security numbers to obtain payments.

