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STILLWATER, Okla. — The student union at Oklahoma State University is open after two years of renovations.

The grand opening will take place during homecoming week on Friday, Oct. 28 at 3:30 p.m. The west porch of the student union will be set up for the official ribbon cutting and guests are welcome to gather on library lawn.  Boone Pickens, OSU alumnus, and Burns Hargis, president of OSU will be speaking followed by a special performance by OSU alumnus, Garth Brooks.  


OSU students will give tours and answer questions.  The student union is open to the public from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.  The building is open during homecoming and tours will be given upon request at the information booth on the first floor.  
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The original OSU Student Union was built in 1948 under President Henry G. Bennett.  

Several alterations were added to the original building and a parking garage was built adjacent to the union. Renovations on the fourth floor were necessary as well.  The original design included five stories and 176 rooms. It is the largest student union in the world built without taxpayers funding.

Bennett created a 25-year plan of the campus and intended for the student union to be a central location for students and faculty to meet.  Because of the growing population at OSU, the available space in the student union is not compatible with the number of students. 

Construction on the current renovations began in 2009 and will be completed and open to the public October 2011.  
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What: The official opening of the renovated Student Union at Oklahoma State University with guest speakers and an official tour of the new additions.

Who: President Burns Hargis accompanied by OSU alumni, Boone Pickens and Garth Brooks, will attend the opening.

When: The ceremony will begin on Friday, Oct. 28, at 3:30 p.m. before the homecoming walk-around celebration.

Where: The ceremony will take place on the west porch entrance of the Student Union.

Why: The official student union website states, “OSU students have taken a bold leap into the future with their gift and have helped ensure the legacy of Bennett's dream lives on for generations who enter the Union's doors.”
###

To: richardmize@oklahoman.com
Subject: Oklahoma State Finally Opens Student Union
Mr. Mize,


The OSU Student Union is finally open and you will not want to miss this ceremony. The construction has taken over the campus for the past two years and is now finished with incredible additions.  Not only will this be a huge benefit for incoming students but also for faculty and visitors.  It’s the largest student union building in the nation built without taxpayer money.  All of it is donated or raised by students and faculty.  


The ceremony will be a big event.  Burns Hargis, Boone Pickens and Garth Brooks will be speaking.  The students involved with the production and construction will give tours of the new additions. 


Since you report on real estate in Oklahoma, this story may be worth your time and your readers enjoy learning about the new renovations.


We can provide pictures and quotes for the story.  We can also set up a personal tour of the new facility with the architect who designed the plan. I will call Monday, Oct. 24, to see what arrangements need to be taken if you do in fact decide to attend the opening.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

Jennifer Gilliland

Jennifer Gilliland
Media Relations Manager
214-868-4092
Jennifer.lee.gilliland@okstate.edu
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