STONINGTON – Haley Barravecchia, Heather Jackson, and Audrey AJ Jones are throwing themselves at Antonio Pereira and Austin Almeida.  Libby Hall is acting like a drama queen.  Colby LaMarche is shouting at everyone, and chasing Jordan Auber around the room.
It’s not just another day at Stonington High School.  These students are members of Broad Street Bears, the school’s theater troupe, and they are just rehearsing their own rendition of “Lend Me a Tenor,” a somewhat racy farce with lots of physical humor including slamming of doors, running around, and yelling.  “I want to take the audience on a big ride when they come,” says Erin Sousa-Stanley, the theater director.  
Jones (17) describes what it was like to prepare for her character Diana, “It was a little awkward at first when we ran through the script. We were like, ‘Wow, some of this stuff is very suggestive.’ …But I think were all handling it pretty maturely. And I mean, me and another girl, we have to kiss a couple people.  But you know it’s something we have to do as actors. We practiced it a few times, and it’s really not that bad.” 
Stanley is quick to clarify that, while the dialogue has not been altered in any way, she has made some changes to keep the content PG-13 and acceptable for most audiences.  “They are sitting on each other’s laps and kissing, but they’re all clothed… We’re trying to make sure the length is longer to make it appropriate for high school,” she explains.  
But it isn’t the kissing that causes the cast the most difficulty; rather it is the comedic timing that provides the most challenge.  Hall (16, plays Maria) elaborates, “It’s what makes the show special…. It’s a challenge for the cast, because every little second… you know, if you wait or if you’re too fast with the next line then the audience isn’t going to get the joke.”
The play, written by American playwright Ken Ludwig, is a zany comedy set in 1934 Cleveland where general manager Henry Saunders, an edgy opera impresario, is convinced that super opera star and heartthrob Tito Merelli (played by Pereira, 16) will make his opera house famous.  Hilarious mishaps ensue when Tito is mistaken for dead, and Max (played by Almeida, 17), Saunders assistant, is persuaded to take the stage.  
No one needs to be cajoled into the performing at Stonington High School, however.   The troupe regularly draws kids from many different groups within the school, into an atmosphere of acceptance and camaraderie not always seen at this age.  “Since I’m a freshman, I didn’t know a lot of people in the school… so I got a chance to meet a lot people I would have had the chance to meet otherwise…” says LaMarche (15, plays Saunders).
All of the actors are very gracious towards their fellow cast members.  “I love the uniqueness of everyone, the dynamic.  Everyone compliments each other… I think it was cast just right,” says Barravecchia (15, plays Maggie).  
Auber (15, plays the bellhop) talks about what the acting experience has done for him.  “…I guess I’m a little more self-confident.  I just feel inspired by theater.”  Others just like the change of pace.  “It’s fun for me to just be crazy,” says Jackson (15, plays Julia), referring to her character’s personality.
Stanley illustrates the success of the program,  “We typically have each year at least two students that go on to perform outside of our program. We’re really proud of that.”  When asked if they would like to pursue drama further in college most of the students responded positively, both on stage and backstage roles.  

 “Lend Me a Tenor” will be performed by the Stonington High Broad Street Bears on Friday, Nov. 18 at 7 p.m.; and Saturday, Nov. 19 at 7 p.m.; with a special matinee performance on Sunday, Nov. 20 at 2 p.m.  Advance tickets cost $10 for adults and $8 for students and seniors and are available by calling the school at (860) 599-5781. 

