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New course at American University teaches writing skills for 
communication careers 
 
COMM 200, Writing for Communication, teaches students practical writing skills for careers in 
print, broadcast, and web journalism, public communication and public service. 
 

Success in today’s technological world means 
knowing how to communicate on many platforms and 
write in multiple formats. 

 
 COMM 200, or Writing for Communication, 
will teach the fundamentals of writing for print, 
broadcast, and web journalism, as well as public 
communication and public service.  It will be required 
for all majors and minors in the School of 
Communication. 
 
 “College Writing teaches students basic 
mechanical and style skills and focuses them on 
academic writing,” says Larry Kirkman, dean of the 
School of Communication.  “Academic writing is 
completely different from communication writing.  
There are different styles and formats that need to be learned.  Writing for Communication will 
give students this specialized training.” 
 
 SOC administrators decided to launch the course after a poll of 100 communication 
companies in DC, Maryland, and Virginia indicated that 97% thought that writing was the most 
used skill for communication professionals.  The poll also said that company CEOs, presidents, 
and hiring directors thought that 92% of recent graduates would benefit professionally from 
taking another writing course. 
 
 “We’re looking for writers who have a strong grasp of language and how to use it 
properly and effectively,” says Marcus Brauchli, executive editor of the Washington Post.  “They 
also need to know how to write as journalists, not as scholars.  This is where many recent 
graduates are struggling.” 
 

 

 
Olivia Simons, AU sophomore, takes a 
midterm in COMM 200 on Oct. 13. 
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 One pilot section of the course was taught this semester.  Twenty students took the 
course.  After a midterm survey, 95% said they thought their writing had improved significantly.  
92% said they felt more confident and secure in their choice of a major. 
  

The new course begins by teaching students the basics of news reporting, according to 
Adell Crowe, a professor of the new course.  Students will write investigative news stories that 
include quotes that they have to collect.  The unit on print journalism will also include review 
writing, feature stories, and obituaries.  They will also write stories for radio and television 
broadcasts.  One project will be to write and film a 15-minute news broadcast.   
 

After covering journalism, the course will move on to public relations writing, covering 
press releases, press conferences, public service announcements and more. 

 
“Writing for Communication will be mainly learning by doing,” says Crowe.  “Students 

will leave the course with a large portfolio of different writing samples that they can show to 
future employers” 

 
The School of Communication offers undergraduate degrees in Foreign Language and 

Communication Media, Film and Media Arts, Print Journalism, Broadcast Journalism, Public 
Communication and Communication Studies.  It also offers an undergraduate minor in 
Communication, as well as several graduate degrees.  A PhD program in Communication was 
launched this fall. 


