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Theatre Review 
 
Arena Stage’s production of Oklahoma! is much more than “OK.”  After an original sold-out run 
last fall, Oklahoma! returned to the stage for a second twelve-week run July 8 through October 2.  
It is the best-selling show in Arena Stage’s history, according to the theater’s website, and that 
shouldn’t surprise anybody. 
 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s classic musical is 
set in the Oklahoma territory in the early 
1900s.  The story follows Laurey Williams as 
she realizes and admits her feelings for Curly 
the cowman, despite the attempts of Judd, a 
hired hand, to win her heart. 
 
Molly Smith, artistic director, revitalized the 
show and made it relevant for today’s 
audience, even almost 70 years after its 
premiere.  She used a multi-ethnic cast, 
allowing minority actors the chance to play 
iconic roles that they otherwise may not have 
the chance to do.  Smith said her diverse cast mirrors the diversity of the frontier and “also 
reflects modern America where people from all backgrounds and races live and work together. 
This production of Oklahoma! shows that people of different racial, political, and economic 
backgrounds can and should function together in society. 
 
Molly Smith’s staging and Parker Esse’s choreography meshed together into one beautiful visual 
package.  One of the most exquisite scenes was the dream ballet, originally choreographed by 
Agnes de Mille. The choreography highlighted the actors’ incredible technical abilities while still 
moving the story forward.  The ending of the ballet was staged beautifully as Judd exited the 
dream through a trap door in the roof of his house, while the house was lowering into the floor of 
the stage. 
 
The show would not be complete without the brilliant cast.  Every actor is a triple threat and can 
tell their character’s story through song, dance and acting.  Nicholas Rodriguez (Curly) graces 
the audience’s ears from the first note of “Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’” to the end of the show, 
and it’s no wonder that he won a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Lead Actor for the role.  
The actors nuance their work and make the audience have tears streaming down their faces—
both from laughter and from heartbreak. 
 
The original run won a total of four Helen Hayes Awards, including Outstanding Musical.  
Oklahoma! is doing better than fine.  It’s more than OK.  It’s a breathtaking and energizing 
theatre experience that will be enjoyed by audiences young and old. 

Oklahoma! 
 
 
 
Location: Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St. SW 
Directed By: Molly Smith 
The Basics: Young adults realize where their 
hearts lie, amidst the backdrop of the 
Oklahoma territory. 
Starring: Eleasha Gamble, Nicholas 
Rodriguez, Terry Burrell, Aaron Ramey 


