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Dorothy Trigg 
News Story 
 
American University Ambassadors added over 60 new students to its ranks this semester, 
according to leader board member Jaclyn Yeary. 
 
This is the largest group of new students the program has ever seen, Yeary says. 
 
Ambassadors is a group of over 200 AU students who introduce the university to prospective 
students in a number of different ways, says Ross Wittenberg, the program’s co-coordinator.  
These include campus tours, overnight programs, day hosting and Preview Days. 
 
“The size of the class shows that many people are excited to be here at American University and 
to be a part of our community,” says leader board member Nathan Cogswell.   
 
There are many components for the new Ambassadors to be excited about and get involved with, 
including: 
 

• Campus Tours—Ambassadors give tours of campus after every Admissions information 
session, says Yeary.  Tours begin in the Welcome Center, located in the Katzen Arts 
Center.  They cover everything from professor accessibility to food options, and include a 
visit to a current student’s dorm room.  There are currently 39 trained tour guides and 51 
new tour-guides-in-training, says Yeary. 

• Overnight Hosting—Overnights are usually held in the spring for students who have 
already been accepted to the university, according to Wittenberg.  They allow students to 
get a taste of what the university and the city are like on a typical weeknight. 

• Day Hosting—Day hosts give prospective students a look into the typical day of an AU 
student, says Wittenberg.  Students are usually brought to a class that relates to their 
intended major and brought to lunch in the Terrace Dining Room.  Day hosts provide 
prospective students one-on-one time with Ambassadors who have similar interests and 
can give them a personalized peek into daily life.  

• Preview Days—Preview Days are coordinated by the Admissions Office but staffed by 
Ambassadors, says Wittenberg.  There are many opportunities to interact with 
prospective students including campus tours, panel discussions, and lunch in Bender 
Arena. 

• Online Interaction—The Ambassadors’ online presence is helpful to those students who 
are unable to physically visit campus, says Cogswell.  Online chats with prospective 
students and families allow them to ask specific questions to Ambassadors.  The 
Ambassadors have a Facebook account and a Twitter account. (Search Red Polo on 
Facebook and AU_Ambassadors on Twitter).  There is also a blog updated by different 
Ambassadors that provides commentary on both special events and daily life.  Find it at 
auambassadors.wordpress.com. 

 
AU Freshman Katie Erickson experienced many of these components when she was a 
prospective student last year.   She is now part of the new class of Ambassadors.  “I decided to 
join because I had a wonderful experience in dealing with ambassadors in my process of 
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deciding to come to AU,” she says.  “And once I got to AU, I really wanted to be able to provide 
all those things to prospective students.” 
 
“Our large class of new Ambassadors means only good things for our program,” says Nathan 
Cogswell.  “The size ultimately means that the program will continue to grow and recruit new 
students to share their experiences as a student here at AU.” 


