
 

 

 

Your First-Year Experience 

in this issue >>> 

A le er from your Student Government Associa on President. 

Making the decision to go to college is an 
exciting time. You’re probably eager to 
begin a new part of your life, but you may 
also be anxious about taking 
this next big step.  As a former 
freshman, I was very nervous 
about making the commitment 
to further my education, but I 
found Penn State Shenango 
to be full of helpful, friendly 
faces that made my transition 
to college easy.  

Penn State Shenango        
provides multiple opportunities for you to 
learn key information about your educa-
tion including the First-Year Experience 
program, Lion Strong. Lion Strong is a 
comprehensive program for first-year  
students to gain the tools to navigate the 
Penn State system. It combines FTCAP 
(First-Year Testing Consulting and Advis-
ing Program) with New Student Orienta-
tion and PSU 008 (your first-year experi-
ence class). During Lion Strong you will 
meet faculty, staff, and students who will 
support you in making your new college 
career at Penn State successful.  

The best piece of advice I can give you 
as a new student is to get involved on 
campus. Whether that is joining a club, 

playing intramural sports or 
completing research with an 
instructor, these activities can 
make your time at Penn State 
Shenango much more       
fulfilling. While the classes 
you take are clearly an      
important part of your future, 
your participation on campus 
will not only help to make you 

a better person, but will also build your 
leadership and communication skills. As 
president of SGA (Student Government 
Association), I would like to personally 
invite you to get involved.  

I’m looking forward to meeting you this 
summer. You will feel a sense of family 
and belonging here at Penn State      
Shenango—I promise! Good luck with 
everything, and remember—We Are here 
for you throughout your time at Penn 
State Shenango.  See you soon! 

— Craig Haggerty 
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Questions? 

The First-Year 
T e s t i n g ,   
C o n s u l t i n g 
and Advising 
P r o g r a m 

(FTCAP) consists of two parts: on-line    
testing for placement and academic        
advising. Students are automatically       
invited to this program by letter within a 
few weeks of completing their on-line    
testing. The academic advising and         
educational planning component of FTCAP 
consists of a one-day session that both   
students and families attend and a one-half 
hour individualized academic consulting   
appointment just for students.  

During this program, students will receive 
an interpretation of their testing results, 
may schedule classes for fall and will      

receive general campus service information.  
Families are strongly urged to participate in 
the day-long portion of FTCAP,  especially 

t o  g e t          
acqua in ted 
w i t h  t h e 
campus, its 
p o l i c i e s ,  
procedures 
and services. 
Please note 
that by this 
time, most 
s t u d e n t s 

must have completed the first component, 
the on-line testing program. For questions, 
please contact the Division of               
Undergraduate Studies Offices at         
(724) 983-2860. 

ORIENTATION & CAMPUS LIFE 

 
 

Our Student Lion Leaders are 
currently busy contacting all 
new students by Facebook and 
sending post cards. If you have 
questions, do not hesitate to 
contact them or pick up the 
phone and call Student Affairs 
at  (724) 983-2836. 

Your first‐year experience program, Lion Strong, consists of three components that will prepare you for scheduling, campus life, and academic success.  

Par cipa ng  in the mandatory New Student Orienta on on Thursday, August 18, 

is the final step in star ng your journey as a college student. The day is  chock full 

of  ac vi es,  informa on,  and,  of 

course,  having  fun  mee ng  new      

people.  You  will  also  be  serving  the 

Shenango    Valley  Community  by     

par cipa ng  in an off‐campus  service 

project  this  day.  Look  for  a  full    

schedule of events in the August issue 

of  the  First‐Year  Experience          

Newsle er.  You must  register  online 

for this mandatory orienta on to pick 

your  service  site  and  order  your      

orienta on  T‐shirt.  Go to                  

shenango.psu.edu/orienta on to  

register.  With  Orienta on  and  a     

variety  of  other  ac vi es  and  events 

during your first several weeks of  classes, you will feel like Penn State Shenango is 

your home away from home. It’s great to have you here! 
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PSU 008: 
First-Year Experience 

Course 

Penn State Pride Region Wide >>> 

 

Did you know? 

√ Penn State’s original        
colors were pink and 
black. 

√ 60% of all baccalaureate 
freshmen begin at a  Penn 
State campus other than 
University Park. 

√ 1 out of 750 Americans is 
a Penn State graduate.   

√ 1 out of every 4 meteorol-
ogists get their degree 
from Penn State. 

√ Penn State Shenango is 
compr i sed  o f  50%        
traditional-aged students 
and 50% adult learners. 

 
PSU 008, the First-Year 

Experience course, is an orientation to 
college in general and to Penn State  
Shenango specifically. You will learn 
about important Penn State systems like 
Angel, E-lion, and Webmail, as well as 
study skills and time management   
techniques.  

With the direction of the fantastic 
PSU 008 faculty and the student 
Lion Leaders, you get hands-on 
experience learning regarding all 
the great resources that are at your 
fingertips. PSU 008 is a seven- 
week course that begins the second 
week of the fall semester. Your 
class will be filled with students 
just like you, majoring in similar 
fields. You will begin to meet 
some of these students at FTCAP 
when you create your fall  class 
schedule.   

Come join us on Friday, August 19, aboard the Gateway 
Clipper’s “Majestic” for a dance party boat cruise or a       
beautiful leisurely ride looking upon the great city of        
Pittsburgh! Whether you’re a traditional or adult student, this 
is the perfect event to begin your involvement in college life. The bus will 
depart from Penn State Shenango at 5:30 p.m. and return at midnight. A 
picnic dinner aboard the ship will be provided. Register online at                  
shenango.psu.edu/orientation. 

August 18, 2011—Orientation 
August 19, 2011—Gateway Clipper 

Cruise 
August 22, 2011—First day of classes 
August 24, 2011—Back to School 

Bash by the Lion Shrine at noon. 
Free food and T-shirts, band, and 
more! 

August 31, 2011—Involvement Fair, 
in the Great Hall at noon. Meet 
fellow classmates and  learn 
about campus organizations and 
opportunities for involvement.  

Dates to Remember 



 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

What is Lion Strong?  

Lion Strong is a program dedicated to 

preparing new students for the rigors of 

academic and student life at Penn State 

Shenango.  It includes  FTCAP,          

Orientation, and PSU 008, your first-year 

experience course.  

 

Can I schedule classes without taking the 

placement test? 

An invitation to FTCAP is triggered by 

the completion of the online test. No test, 

no schedule. 

147 Shenango Avenue 

Sharon, PA 16146 

Does being undecided delay my progress 

to a major? 

Exploration for a semester or two does 

not delay entering a major.  Be sure to 

contact Career Services for help with 

finding the right major for you.         

(724) 983-2969 
 

Do I have to attend Orientation? 

Yes.  It is an expectation that all students 

attend orientation.  This is an extremely 

important step in your progress and  

success as a college student.  At         

orientation, you will gain valuable      

information and have the opportunity to 

meet other students.   

In The Next Issue 
Meet your Lion Leaders 
Tips for Every New Student 
Opportunities for Involvement 

 Golf Team 
 Study Abroad 
 Student Organizations  
 And More! 

Questions  
Frequently Asked 

Contact us at 724‐983‐2836   shenango.psu.edu/orienta on 

coming soon >>> 

This publica on is available in alterna ve media on request. Penn State is commi ed to affirma ve ac on, equal opportunity, and the diversity of its workforce. 

Penn State encourages persons with disabili es to par cipate in its programs and ac vi es. If you an cipate needing any type of accommoda on or have ques ons 

about the physical access provided, please contact Stephanie Chastain at (724) 983‐2836 in advance of your par cipa on or visit. U.Ed. SVO 11‐47 


