
 

 

Did You Know? 
 

 The intersection at 

Highways 781 and 11 are 

actually under the 

jurisdiction of Alberta 

Transportation, not the 

Town of Sylvan Lake. 

 

 More people have died on 

Canada's roads in the last 

50 years than the number of 

Canadians killed in two  

world wars. 

 

 In fact, the numbers tell us 

that on average, six 

Canadians die in road 

crashes every day. Many 

more are seriously hurt. 

 

 The Town of Sylvan Lake 

and the Government of 

Alberta take these statistics, 

and the safety of our 

residents and visitors, very 

seriously, continuing to fight 

for the safest and most 

efficient roads (and 

intersections) possible. 

 

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 

Come visit us at Town Office: 

4926 – 50 Avenue 
Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 1A1 

Email us: tsl@sylvanlake.ca 

Call us: 403-887-2141 

 

 

What You Need to Know About Highways 781 & 11 

Even before the recent tragedies at the 
Highway 11 and 50

th
 Street/Highway 781 

intersection, the Town of Sylvan Lake was 
working hard with Alberta Transportation to 
make changes to improve its safety and 
avoid any future collisions. After the most 
recent accidents occurred, both Alberta 
Transportation and Sylvan Lake agreed that 
immediate action had to be taken. 
 
As a result of the already ongoing 
discussions between the Town and Alberta 
Transportation, a “right in, right out” 
configuration at the intersection was 
approved in late September, 2011.  
 
The “right in, right out” approach minimizes 
the impact to Sylvan Lake’s local 
businesses and emergency response 
services by keeping the intersection open, a 
priority top of mind for Council members. 
“Alberta Transportation’s original plan was 
to close the intersection completely,” states 
Sylvan Lake Mayor Susan Samson. “We 
fought to keep it open, while also keeping it 
safe.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mayor Susan Samson 

T O W N  O F  S Y L V A N  L A K E  

To alleviate the impact of changes to the 
intersection, Alberta Transportation agreed to 
financially support the extension and paving 
of Memorial Trail from Highway 20 to Range 
Road 15, ensuring local access to Highway 
11. Design for this expansion began 
immediately, with construction slated to begin 
in the spring of 2012.   

 
Why Not Lights? 

Installing lights at the intersection was the 
first option proposed by the Town of Sylvan 
Lake to Alberta Transportation, with your 
Town Council members relaying the strong 
local opinion that lights were wanted.  
 
This was not an acceptable option to Alberta 
Transportation. Their position was based on 
traffic volumes in the area, the proximity of a 
nearby controlled intersection (Highway 20)  
and the future growth plans for Sylvan Lake. 
 
“We strive to represent our community’s 
wants while also meeting its needs,” says 
Samson, speaking about the Town’s decision 
to support Alberta Transportation’s solution. 
“To me, the personal safety of our residents 
should come first and foremost.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Statistics courtesy of Transport Canada’s 2010 Annual Report 

The original plan was to close  

the intersection completely. We fought to 

keep it open, while also keeping it safe. 

 

HIGHWAY 11 & 50TH STREET 


