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To:  Whom it may concern 
From:  Peter Anthamatten, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Env. Sciences 
Date:  21 January 2012 
Re:  Letter of Recommendation for Genevieve Barnes 

 
 
It is my pleasure to write a letter to recommend Genevieve for consideration for employment.  My first 
contact with Genevieve was at the University of Colorado in a class I teach, “Introduction to Geographic 
Information Systems,” in the fall 2010.  The class contains about 25 students and is an extremely work-
intensive introduction to a complicated software package.  It requires students to engage in substantial 
original research using software that is usually completely novel to them.  Genevieve was a conscientious 
student and was successful in my class.  She actively sought to challenge herself by seeking a project that 
was well beyond the requirements of the class.  She was exceptional with respect to assuming responsibility 
for her work, displayed both an admirable work ethic and enthusiasm for tackling the subject. 
 
After having completed this course, I also served on Genevieve’s Master Dissertation committee.  Students 
in the Master of Science in Environment Science (MSES) program are not required to complete a thesis; 
students who choose this option are among those who wish to provide themselves with substantially more 
challenging work.  Genevieve quickly decided to pursue the more difficult thesis option and successfully 
defended her work in front of a committee in November 2011. 
 
Once per year, I have the option of selecting a graduate student to work as a TA in another class I teach, 
called “Mapping and Map Analysis.”  This is an introductory-level course and prerequisite to the course in 
which Genevieve is enrolled.  Students are required to complete three exams, complete eight exercises and 
a final project, and participate on a class-wide tour to the United States Geological Survey (USGS). The 
responsibilities of the TA position include maintaining office hours to assist students with the course 
content, to organize and facilitate guest speaker presentations and a class-wide trip to the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS), to grade and organize thousands of pages of student work, and essentially to deal 
with problems that arise in the administration of the course. 
 
I invite students to apply for the position on the basis of his or her work ethic and on the belief, based on my 
experience with them in the classroom that they will work hard and conscientiously to perform the job 
duties, which can be intense at times.  Genevieve excelled in every respect in the performance of her duties.  
She is easy to work with, personable, and works very hard.  She possesses all of the qualities of a great 
colleague. 
 
Based on all of these experiences, it is my strong conviction that Genevieve would make a valuable 
contribution to any organization of which she is part.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like 
to discuss Genevieve or her qualifications further. 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Anthamatten 
 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Geography and Environmental Sciences 

e-mail: peter.anthamatten@ucdenver.edu 

phone: 303.556.4277 
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