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The Stanley Cup, the holy grail of hockey.  Awarded to the champions of the National 

Hockey League, the Cup has been handed to players, coaches, and legends since 1927. For 

hockey fans, it gives them bragging rights when defending their favorite team.  For players, it’s 

their lifelong dream to hoist the cup up of their heads in front of family and friends.  And for the 

Washington Capitals, it’s the ultimate prize that’s been just out of reach.

The road to the Stanley Cup is long and tough, some players never getting the chance to 

experience it.  The NHL has thirty teams that are split into two conferences, and in those 

conferences are six divisions with five teams each.  With an 82 game season, teams compete for

the most points.  Eight teams go into the playoffs, three division champions and five other teams 

in each conference with the highest amount of points.  There are three rounds of playoffs, the 

winner determined by the best out of seven series.  After the third round of playoffs, there’s the 

Stanley Cup Finals.  The two final teams competing once again play a best of out seven series, 

the winner being crowned the Stanley Cup Champions.

There are those who believe that the Washington Capitals don’t have what it takes to win 

the Cup, that D.C. isn’t a hockey town.  Since 1974 the Caps have made it to the Stanley Cup 

Finals only once, losing to the Detroit Red Wings in 1998.  Last year, fans believed the team was 

destined for a repeat, but instead the 2009-2010 season became known as the “Almost Season”.  

With the incredible amount of talent and success that they had been creating, the first seed 

Capitals were expected to reach the Finals; they lost to the eighth seed Montreal Canadians in 



game seven of the first round of playoffs, stunning the hockey world.  The loss is now 

considered one of the biggest playoff upsets in NHL history.  For the third season in a row, the 

Washington Capitals have been quickly eliminated from the playoffs, their dreams snatched out 

of their hands.  Critics claim that the Caps may have talent, but not enough.  That they make win 

games, but not the important ones.  That they may have deservingly won titles, but not the one 

that would label them as the Stanley Cup Champions.

And then there are those who believe that the Washington Capitals will in fact win the 

Cup.  The Caps have won six division titles, one conference championship, and one President’s 

Trophy—the award for the most points in the NHL.  Consisting of talented players such as 

Nickolas Backstrom, Mike Green, Semyon Varlamov, and John Carlson, to name a few, the 

Capitals are destined for success.  It also doesn’t hurt that one of the greatest, most brilliant and 

talented players of all time is the team’s captain, Alexander Ovechkin.  As the season goes on 

and playoffs slowly creep up, you can see the determination and hunger to win in the players 

eyes.  In the documentary “Hockey Diaries”, Washington center Brooks Laich expressed how his 

is patience is running thin, “I get sick and tired of saying ‘oh yea, there’s always next year’.  That 

is getting old already… years without a title and I just want win one.  I get sick of people 

walking away with the trophy, and it’s not our guys”.  

They want their names etched into the Cup alongside the greats like Gretzky, Lemieux, 

Messier, and Hull, forever known as a Stanley Cup Champion.   Players train and work hard for 

that honor their whole lives, they won’t settle for anything less.  So my message to Washington 

Capitals fans is this: we need to keep the hope alive because we are a hockey town.  The Capitals 

will bring the Stanley Cup to Washington D.C.  So rock the red.  Unleash the fury.  Let’s go 

Caps!


