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Henderson, B.R. and Hartsfield, K. (2009). Is getting into the community garden business a good way to engage citizens in local government? National Civic Review.  98 (4), pgs. 12-17. 
This 2009 article from the National Civic Review addresses the analysis of the benefits of a community garden system in: New York City, Seattle, Houston and Sacramento.  The authors address four primary areas of concern with the implementation of community gardens: design, strong administrative support within the municipal government, sufficient land, and government based financial support.  The meat of the article centers around the idea that community gardens can be utilized as catalysts for engaging communities in government.  This engagement has been seen to have spiraling positive effects on the neighborhoods in which community gardens have been developed including: lower crime rates, decreased gang activity, neighborhood clean-up and after school programs for at risk youth.
Glover, T. Parry, D. and Shinew, K. (2005). Building Relationships, Accessing Resources: Mobilizing Social Capital in Community Garden Contexts. Journal of Leisure Research. 37 (4), pgs. 450-474.
This Journal of Leisure Research article from 2005 examines the ways in which social capital can be utilized to create and manage community gardens.  The primary focus of the article examines the ways in which social capital can affect: resource mobilization, recruitment of volunteers, engagement of the community being served by the garden and leveraging internal skills.  Of special interest the article examines the unique role of volunteers in the co-production scenario and how garden managers can utilize resources made available from and through volunteers. 
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Flanigan, S. and Varma, R. (2006). PROMOTING COMMUNITY GARDENING TO LOW-INCOME URBAN PARTICIPANTS IN THE WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN PROGRAMME (WIC) IN NEW MEXICO.  Community, Work & Family. 9 (1), pgs. 69-74. 

This study published in Community, Work & Family in 2006 researches the implementation of a low income urban gardening program in New Mexico designed to benefit WIC participants.  The 2001 study is an evaluation of the effectiveness of WIC educators on making WIC participants aware of the project, the utilization of the resources made available and the percentage increase of produce consumption amongst participants.
Macias, T. (2008). Working Toward a Just, Equitable, and Local Food System: The Social Impact of Community-Based Agriculture.   Social Science Quarterly. 89 (5), pgs. 1086-1101.
The pilot study conducted in 2006 in Burlington, VT interviewed four CSA farmers, four community based garden managers and four partners in a direct market organic farm to analyze the relationships between: food equity, social integration and natural human capital.  In summary, the article addresses the start-up and continual costs (both tangible and intangible) of each system of localized agriculture while addressing barriers to entry.  Particular attention is paid to the delivery of agricultural products to a low income consumer and the development of community based systems which do not alienate low income or immigrant populations either through pricing of goods or location/scheduling of market/garden operation hours.   The inclusion of low income and immigrant people into community centric production of agricultural products is also addressed.
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Twiss, J., Dickinson, J., Duma, S., Kleinman, T, Paulsen, H. and Rilveria, L. (2003) Community Gardens: Lessons Learned From California Healthy Cities and Communities.  American Journal of Public Health.  93 (9), pgs. 1435-1438.
This field action report is the result of a lessons learned initiative regarding the CHCC.  The report asserts that the implementation of community gardens promotes not only knowledge and skill enhancement but can be a catalyst for behavioral and systems change.  The authors argue for long term policymaking regarding: funding, planning and zoning regulations.  They also encourage the research community to develop tools to measure the benefits of community gardening.  
Milburne, L.S.  and Vail, B.A. (2010) Sowing the Seeds of Success. Landscape Journal. 29 (1), pgs. 71-89.
The research project was conducted in the fall of 2007.  The authors interview four community garden organizers in correlation with a literary review to provide historical information regarding community gardens.  The project addresses the typical policy and financial barriers to success of community gardens, while also addressing the location of community gardens and the impact placement has on community engagement.  The authors deem a community garden successful if it increases the community’s capacity for also meeting its economic and social needs.  They further assert that the participation in community gardens can empower individuals to contribute positively to their community.  
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Ferris, J., Norman, C. and Sempik, J.  (2001) People, Land and Sustainability: Community Gardens and the Social Dimension of Sustainable Development.  Social Policy & Administration. 35 (5), pg. 559.

This exploratory project was based in research in the mid 90s in the United States; predominantly the San Francisco Bay Area.  The project paid particular attention to social polarization of communities and the effect of community gardens on restoring pride in low income and racially segregated housing areas.  The article addresses the movement in the U.S. to alleviate the damage to social and ecological health of communities through what it calls “crime diversion gardens”.  
